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INTRODUCTION 


In response to oft-repeated requests of friends who 
urged the publication of a work relative to the “Gray 
Nuns,” or “Missionary Sisters of Saint Francis,” in 
America, this unassuming volume goes forth in a sim- 
ple garb; complying with the spirit of the humble yet 
glorious Founder who earnestly desired His followers 
should tread the lowly path of abnegation and self- 
sacrifice. 

In consideration of the fact that the year 1925 regis- 
tered the termination of threescore years in the field 
of missionary labors, it was deemed fitting to comply 
with these requests. 

The events recorded herein, however, convey but an 
inadequate knowledge of the divers activities with which 
this progressive community is connected. These are so 
varied that a much more copious volume would be re- 
quired to fulfill that purpose. 

Again, several of the Sisters whose efforts in the field 
of education, charity and self-denial are still among 
the reapers would not wish to have their names or 
deeds exploited. Hence many interesting items are 
necessarily omitted from these pages. 
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FOREWORD 


The story of the Missionary Sisters of St. Francis in 
New York reads very much like that of other religious 
communities which took root in this diocese, fifty or 
more years ago. It is particularly characteristic of 
these humble daughters of the Poverello of Assisi that 
their fruitful labors for religion, education, and charity 
have rarely been referred to, much less heralded. 

Their name attaches to no impressive, monumental 
foundation; they are not in the public eye because of a 
much famed seat of learning, or of an outstanding hos- 
pital for public service. Unsought but highly deserved 
official commendation, it is true, they have received for 
their very intelligent, sympathetic and eminently suc- 
cessful care of the dependent child. 

Excellent teachers they are also, conducting schools 
of academic culture, of commercial and business train- 
ing, and of high and grammar grades in many parishes. 
Their administration of convalescent homes, day nurs- 
eries and other cognate centers is worthy of the highest 
praise. 

It is only right and proper that a written record of the 
Community should see the light in order that Christ 
may be glorified in the missionary work done through 
His humble spouses, and that the religious of our day 
might know of the poverty, the privations, the willing 
sacrifices, and the simple childlike faith of those who 
laid the foundation and built the superstructure of the 
Missionary Sisters of St. Francis. 

It is very gratifying to me to have this opportunity 
to pay tribute to Mount St. Francis, Peekskill, the 
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Motherhouse of the Sisters in the United States. On 
the eve of my ordination to the Holy Priesthood I first 
came in contact with these saintly children of St. Fran- 
cis. The profound impression I received of their sim- 
plicity, humility, and charity, has not been effaced by 
the years but rather has grown and has been intensified. 
I have been more than edified to see verified at Mount 
St. Francis, the words of the Evangelist: “God is 
charity; and he that abideth in charity, abideth in God, 
and God in him” (I John iv-16). 

The Church in New York owes a debt of gratitude 
to these gray-robed nuns for the benediction they have 
been and are in their life of prayer, hiddenness, and 
devotion to service, ardently breathing and vibrating 
the spirit of St. Francis, who lived and loved Christ 
in a way to win all hearts. Franciscan simplicity is, 
indeed, a blessing. It emphasizes amongst us that 
God is the God of the poor and that before Christ 
“shall the mean habit shine and the fine garment grow 
dingy; the poor cottage be praised more than the gilded 
palace; simple obedience be more highly exalted than 
worldly cunning” (Imitation). 

May the message this volume sends from Mount St. 
Francis have the wings of heavenly grace to edify all 
its readers, and draw some of our pious young women to 
a vocation in the religious life, to come and see where 
Christ dwells, and feel the urging of His own desire 
that they follow Him, walk with Him, and abide with 
Him in the Hidden Garden of His Infinite Love. 
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FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY 
SISTERS OF THE SACRED HEART 


CHAPTER I. 
Saint Francis and the Missionaries. 
“My God and My All!” 


N Umbrian hills ’neath fair Italian skies, sur- 
rounded by wealth, gaiety, and a numerous host 
of friends, in the 13th Century there appeared a youth 
whose heart was so aglow with love for God, that earthly 
objects had no place in his thoughts except to lead him 
on in his earnest quest for that which would draw 
him nearer to the Creator of all the wondrous beings, 
he loved to designate as brother or sister. His brother 
the sun, his sister death, were called upon to glorify their 
Maker and chant His praises. 


“He loved the hills, the valleys 

and the mountains, 

Where oft he held close converse 
with his God; 

He sang sweet songs; they flowed 
as crystal fountains; 

Loved bird and beast, and flower 
that decked the sod.” 
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“The poor little man of Assisi” was destined to be 
“the dear saint of all mankind.’ Even from the begin- 
ning of his career, God showed a special predilection 
for the humble, gentle Francis whose constant com- 
panion, Brother Masseo, on a certain occasion abruptly 
questioned: “Brother Francis, why does all the world 
go after theer”’ 

The world did indeed seem to follow him, for kings 
and queens came down from their royal thrones to 
mingle with the lowliest, and it was to satisfy the crav- 
ing of all classes, that Saint Francis founded three 
Orders which were to revolutionize the world, and make 
it possible for men and women of all stations in life, 
to sanctify themselves by conforming to regulations in- 
stituted for the sole purpose of leading them more 
securely to God. 

“T am the Herald of the Great King,” was the ardent 
utterance of this humble saint when attacked by rob- 
bers; and for over seven hundred years he has been the 
Herald of the Great King by his shining example, set 
for the numerous hosts that have enlisted beneath his 
holy banner, whereon are writ the names of countless 
martyrs, confessors, cloistered virgins, zealous mission- 
aries, and saintly, prayerful lay persons who constitute 
the multitudinous family of the Seraphic Order. 

The Third Order of Saint Francis, founded for the 
benefit of both sexes, was in due time modified so as 
to conform to the desires expressed by numerous women, 
who sought a life consecrated to God in religion; ob- 
serving the three vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obe- 
dience, under the direction of a Superior. 

Pope Leo X conceded to the desire of these ardent 
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souls, allowing them the privilege of cloister; the saint- 
liness of their lives attesting to the wisdom of his action. 

Numberless saints have flourished and have wrought 
stupendous wonders under the shadow of this mirac- 
ulous tree, whose branches have spread throughout the 
whole world, and ’neath whose refreshing shade may be 
found a solace for every ill to which mankind is sub- 
ject. ad 

A fruitful branch of this wondrous tree sprung into 
existence at Rome in the year 1858, when Divine Provi- 
dence inspired the noble young Parisienne Laure Leroux, 
Duchess de Beauffremont, who in her zeal for God’s 
glory and the welfare of souls, associated herself with 
a small group of Roman ladies who cherished the laud- 
able desire of devoting their lives to the salvation of 
souls by laboring for Church and Society; even by going 
into uncivilized and infidel nations. The Duchess con- 
tributed a large portion of her immense wealth to 
promote the interests of this new community destined 
for the Apostolic Missions. 

Such a project had been in her mind when in “La 
Belle France,’ but it pleased God to have it develop 
in the Eternal City under circumstances peculiar to the 
special aim of this particular Association, chiefly to co- 
operate in the labor of Apostolic Mission Work; in 
other words, the Foreign Missions. Such an institution 
was greatly desired and much needed at a time when 
freemasonry and socialism were endeavoring to under- 
mine our holy religion by their insidious workings. 

After prayerful deliberation these chosen souls sought 
counsel and presented their petition to the Holy Father. 
His Holiness, Pope Pius IX of sacred memory, ever 
desirous for the sanctification and salvation of all his 
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beloved children, with fatherly solicitude hearkened to 
the project and graciously acquiesced to the pious de- 
sires of the Duchess; conferred with Very Rev. Bernar- 
dine de Montefranco, Minister General of the Friars 
Minor, and later Bishop of Terracina, who had been ad- 
visor, and in consequence, Very Rev. Gregory dell 
Grotti de Castro, O.F.M. was appointed Founder of the 
New Institute, Superior and Counselor of the Sisters. 

Thus sanctioned by the Sovereign Pontiff, and en- 
couraged by his blessing and continued interest, the Rule 
of The Third Order Seraphic for Regulars was adopted. 
Constitutions and Regulations were drawn up and sub- 
mitted to His Holiness, who upon examining the docu- 
ments exclaimed: “Find me a Sister who will observe 
these Regulations and I shall canonize her without the 
performance of any miracle.” | 

The Constitutions were presented on trial for a period 
of years when they were approved for ten more years; 
then revised and confirmed. 

During the civic unrest when religious were under- 
going severe hardships in Rome, the Missionary Sisters 
again found a staunch friend in the Duchess de Beauf- 
fremont, whose munificence enabled them to secure a 
commodious, ancient monastery situated at Gemona in 
the Province of Udine, and formerly occupied by a com- 
munity of Poor Clares which was suppressed by Na- 
poleon in 1814; his own exile began May 5, 1814. A 
note written by Talleyrand, French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, to a former Duchess de Beauffremont begins: 
“You are placing Bonaparte outside the pale of the law 
forever. Here we are doing better still. We are placing 
him outside the pale of the human race.” Napoleon had 
been defeated and was on his way to Elba. 


1. CHAPEL OF NOVITIATE. 2. CORRIDOR OF THE CRUCI- 

FIXION. 3. MAIN CORRIDOR. 4. CHAPTER-ROOM. 5. 

REFECTORY. 6. COLLEGE AND ACADEMY OF OUR LADY 
OF ANGELS. 
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The monastery was remodeled, a magnificent chapel 
erected, a spacious novitiate, and sufficient community 
accommodations provided, thus establishing a desirable 
Mother House for the future Missionaries. 

The Minister General, having been consulted in the 
matter, addressed a letter dated April 14, 1860, to the 
Father Provincial of Venice, and to the Archbishop of 
Udine, Monsignor Guiseppe Trivisanato, subsequently 
Patriarch of Venice and Cardinal of the Holy Roman 
Church. The latter was greatly pleased to have the In- 
stitute locate in his archdiocese, as appears from a beau- 
tiful letter written by him on June 5th to the Provincial. 

On November 14, 1860, under number 875 he pro- 
nounced the Decree of Erection, declaring that the In- 
stitute—excepting the authority according to canonical 
dispositions of the Archdiocese pro tempore—should de- 
pend immediately upon the Minister General of the 
Order. As it was necessary to have permission for the 
establishment, he applied to the Civil authorities who 
responded with the “Decree Number 9276” on Novem- 
ber 28, 1860. The Sisters took possession of their new 
abode and the property was incorporated under the 
title: Convent of Our Lady of Angels. 

It was placed under the protection of Saint Anthony 
of Padua who for several years had lived at Gemona, 
and there wrought stupendous miracles. His little cell 
still remains, guarded by the Franciscan Fathers. 

Soon a large number of distinguished, cultured ladies 
from Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria and 
Belgium, fired with the spirit of their Seraphic Father 
Saint Francis, quitted their honors, wealth and homes, 
and hastened to join the newly founded community 
which was to labor in the vineyard of their Divine 
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Master who had said: “Amen, I say to you, as long 
as you did it to one of these my least brethren, you did 
it to Me.” 

On April 21, 1861, the Canonical Novitiate was 
opened with fifty-three novices of different nationalities. 
It was a glorious day, an immense concourse of people 
assembled to witness the grand solemnity, an account 
of which may be found in the “Cronaca dell’ Mission 
Franciscan,’ by Rev. Father Marcellino of Vivezza. 
Such was the spirit animating these earnest religious 
that among the fervent souls who obeyed the Divine 
call was Princess —— whose identity was concealed un- 
der the name of Sister Mary ——, and whose hu- 
mility was so truly admirable, that she insisted upon 
being received as a lay sister, in which humble state she 
continued until the year 1894, when unfeigned rejoicing 
prevailed throughout the community on receipt of the 
decree which ordained that there should be no distinc- 
tion of members; that each sister would occupy her 
place according to seniority. 

In this brief sketch justice cannot be done to the 
holy, disinterested lives of those noble women, who are 
now enjoying their eternal reward in the heavenly home 
bestowed upon them in exchange for the earthly ones 
they so courageously sacrificed in behalf of souls. 

As in all such beginnings for God’s glory, crosses were 
not wanting; hardships and difficulties were many and 
varied; a series of trials threatened to destroy the 
Canonical Foundation, but the Sisters were sustained 
by the special interest of His Holiness, the saintly 
Pius IX their devoted Father and guide, who during 
their residence at Rome conferred upon them the honor 
of a personal visit, and who in private audience on 
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May 109, 1862, extolled the merits of the youthful Sis- 
terhood. The Holy Father encouraged and imparted 
a special blessing to all its members, giving in his own 
handwriting approval of “the noble work,” while grant- 
ing the beautiful privilege that in all churches of the 
Institute, Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
might be given daily and Forty Hours Devotion ob- 
served annually. 

On June 25th of the same year, 1862, this gentle 
Shepherd of souls directed that: “The Superior of the 
Missionary Sisters may apply, extra urbem, the in- 
dulgence of all other Orders and Congregations to the 
rosaries the Sisters carry attached to their cords.” 

Among the most treasured possessions of the com- 
munity are a soutane, a slipper, and other articles of 
apparel that had been worn by His Holiness. Cardinal 
Wiseman has said: “It is impossible not to love Pope 
Pius IX” and the “Poet Priest of the South” in the 
following lines has beautifully portrayed the glorious 
Pontiff : 


After Seeing Pius IX 


I saw his face to-day: he looks a chief 

Who fears not human rage, nor human guile; 
Upon his cheeks the twilight of a grief, 

But in that grief the starlight of a smile. 

Deep, gentle eyes, with drooping lids that tell 
They are the homes where tears of sorrow dwell; 
A low voice—strangely sweet—whose very tone 
Tells how these lips speak oft with God alone. 
| kissed his hand, I fain would kiss his feet; 
“No, no,” he said; and then, in accents sweet, 
His blessing fell upon my bended head. 
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He bade me rise; a few more words he said, 

Then took me by the hand—the while he smiled— 

And, going, whispered: “Pray for me, my child.” 
Abram J. Ryan, (Fr. Ryan.) 


Doubtless the exceptional interest of the Sovereign 
Pontiff it was, that induced so many young ladies to 
apply for entrance into the austere life which was to 
be the heritage of a Missionary Sister. A habit of 
coarse gray cloth, made plain with comparatively wide 
sleeves and a scapular reaching to almost the bottom 
of habit; a cloak of heavier cloth than the habit; a 
white woolen cord from which is suspended the Fran- 
ciscan Crown, a very highly indulgenced rosary, and 
the rosary of the Immaculate Conception; a white wim- 
ple; a black band and veil, with an extra veil for Holy 
Communion; and as a distinctive mark of the mis- 
sionary, a large crucifix worn on the left side of scap- 
ular, constitute the garb of a Franciscan Missionary 
of the Sacred Heart. 

All Foundations or Houses are termed “Missions.” 
The Sisters renew their vows of Poverty, Chastity and 
Obedience annually for the space of six years, when 
they pronounce their perpetual vows. They are coun- 
selled to be humble, patient and self-sacrificing, con- 
tent to have others preferred to them, and willing to 
assist in every possible manner, whatever may be con- 
ducive to the glory of God, and the honor of His 
Immaculate Mother, the beloved patroness of all 
Franciscans. 

Among the pioneer members of the new Institute, 
Sister Mary Margaret, an Austrian lady of singular 
piety and remarkable prudence, was selected to be the 
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first Mother General. This faithful, exemplary, learned 
religious, proved well fitted to preserve the community 
in its primitive fervor. She had the unspeakable hap- 
piness of seeing her spiritual children called upon to 
follow in the footsteps of the Divine Master who “went 
about doing good.” They taught in the schools, cate- 
chized poor children, visited the sick, and to accomplish 
the purpose for which they had hearkened to the loving 
counsel: “Go ye forth, and teach all nations,’ they 
delayed not to comply, but with alacrity obeyed the 
voice of their gentle Superior no matter in what direc- 
tion she bade them depart for their missionary labors. 
To Mother M. Margaret was granted the privilege of 
sending Sisters to the ‘Foreign Mission” of New York 
City in the United States. 

After a zealous and devoted life spent in the cause of 
charity and education, this holy superioress died at 
Gemona in 1867, beloved by the Sisters and all who 
were blessed in having known her. Her successor was 
Rev. Mother M. Ellena, a Belgian whose administra- 
tion was, alas! too brief, death having claimed her but 
one year after her election, leaving in the hearts of her 
sisters tenderest memories of patience, forbearance and 
motherly affection. 

She in turn was succeeded by Rev. Mother Mary 
Angela Del Angelo, who up to this time had been 
Mistress of Novices, and who now was elected third 
Mother General of the Institute. During her extended 
government of eighteen years, her kind, gentle and 
charitable disposition, combined with firmness of char- 
acter, learning and piety, won for her profound respect 
and esteem. She made a journey to America in 1876; 
visited the several houses in the new world, encouraged 
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the Sisters, and returned to the Mother House edified 
and well pleased with the work accomplished by her 
subjects in the great United States. In 1881 she again 
visited the American Province, when during her stay 
she presided at the Profession of six Sisters and clothed 
with the holy habit five others, some of whom still love 
to recall the joy experienced on that occasion. 

After Rev. Mother Angela the office of General was 
filled by Rev. Mother Mary Assumpta, a French woman 
remarkable for gentleness and kindness, and for many 
rare qualities which secured for her universal affection. 
She too visited the several houses in the United States, 
experiencing in the summer of 1896, an unusually hot 
spell, during which in the week ending August 15th 
of that year, 651 persons died in the United States of 
heat prostration. It was this fact that urged Rev. 
Mother to petition for, and obtain a modification of the 
holy habit and cloak, which prior to that season were 
considerably heavier than they are at present. 

Within a short period the ‘““Gray Nuns” were invited 
to take up their abode in different parts of the world, 
where as Missionaries they should carry into effect the 
object of their sacred calling; namely, the instruction 
of youth. Thousands upon thousands of souls have 
been ministered to by this zealous community so little 
known, on account of the silent methods they employ 
in the performance of their various activities; even to 
the relieving of physical suffering, as was experienced 
during the awful World War, when forty or more 
Sisters—including some of the most accomplished mem- 
bers of the community—were to be seen ministering to 
poor stricken soldiers on the battlefield. During those 
dreadful days a part of the Mother House and several 
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Missions were commandeered by the contending armies. 

Here may be related some of the hardships endured 
by Rev. Mother Carmella, who had succeeded Rev. 
Mother M. Assumpta as Mother General. On account 
of their nationality several of the elderly Sisters were 
ordered to leave Gemona, and as their noble-hearted 
mother, herself a Frenchwoman, would not allow them 
to be deserted, she and her companions were expelled 
from the Mother House, placed in a cattle car and 
driven for days without the slightest comfort or con- 
venience. During three days they waited in a railroad 
station for an opportunity of being conveyed to one of 
the Missions. Their sufferings were intense, as may be 
easily appreciated. But their trust in God never wav- 
ered, 

After the armistice was proclaimed Rev. Mother Car- 
mella endeavored to fulfill her obligation of visiting 
the several Missions, but her health had been shattered, 
and she succeeded in reaching only a few establishments 
including that of New York, where she arrived on the 
feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, February 11, 1923. The 
voyage across the ocean had been a tempestuous one; 
the effort to comply with what she considered her duty 
was too strenuous, and having endured the most ex- 
cruciating sufferings in a manner to edify her afflicted 
children, the intrepid religious died at Mount Saint 
Francis, Peekskill, New York, on April 6, scarcely two 
months after her arrival, leaving in the minds of her 
sorrowing community sweet recollections of heroic 
patience and resignation. Her remains repose in the 
Sisters’ vault at Mount Saint Francis. 

Rev. Mother M. Joseph of Jesus was elected to suc- 
ceed Rev. Mother Carmella, and on account of her re- 
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markable talents and holiness, much was expected from 
her administration. During her brief period of eleven 
months she visited several Missions; made six new 
Foundations and had a special audience with His Holi- 
ness, our present venerated Pope Pius XI who received 
her most graciously; presenting her with his photograph 
on which with his anointed hand he wrote these beauti- 
ful encouraging words: ‘With all my heart I bless the 
great family of the Franciscan Missionaries and their 
noble work.” Indeed it would seem that each succeed- 
ing Pope possessing the name of Pius had a special 
regard for the humble daughters of the Seraphic Francis. 

The beloved Pius IX might truly be styled the 
founder of the Institute, so keenly alive was he to its 
welfare. Pius X the Pope of the Holy Eucharist, 
evinced a fatherly solicitude for the Sisters who had 
been specially honored by his personal friendship while 
Patriarch of Venice, where he visited their convent and 
academy; several times celebrated Holy Mass in their 
convent chapel and in one instance conducted the Sis- 
ters’ annual retreat. 

Subsequent to his elevation to the Papacy, this holy 
Pontiff continued to entertain a zealous regard for the 
Gray Nuns, and to show them many marks of his favor. 
One of his sisters residing near Treviso became ill and 
was attended by a Gray Franciscan. His Holiness daily 
sent his blessing to both patient and nurse. As has 
already been stated, the present illustrious Pope Pius 
XI most generously imparted his Apostolic blessing to 
the grateful recipients. Nor did the great Pontiff, Pope 
Leo XIII, himself a member of the Third Order of 
Saint Francis, and protector of all its congregations in 


FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS 13 


Italy, fail to manifest a paternal influence in behalf of 
the Franciscan Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. 

Rev. Mother M. Joseph had anticipated the purchase 
of a house in Rome, where the Generalate was again to 
be established; but a fatal attack of heart trouble put 
an end to her labors, and it pleased God to summon her 
to Himself on August 27, 1924, when the whole com- 
munity once more was plunged in grief at her de- 
parture. 

Mother M. Teofile, the present Mother General, suc- 
ceeded to the office in April of 1925, and it is hoped 
that she may be sustained by the Sacred Heart of her 
Divine Spouse in the arduous undertaking of the guid- 
ance of souls. 

During an audience recently granted to Rev. Mother, 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI graciously reiterated his 
cordial invitation to return to Rome and reestablish 
there the Generalate. This esteemed favor has been 
gratefully accepted, and through the instrumentality of 
one of the Cardinals a suitable residence has been pur- 
chased within a short distance of Saint John Lateran. 

As our present purpose chiefly limits us to a record 
of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters in the United 
States, we shall merely indicate herein the locations of 
existing establishments in the Old World, namely :— 
Rome, Gemona, Vedelago, Treviso and many other 
cities of Italy; Constantinople, Greece, France, Rhodes, 
San Stephana, Zante, and the Island of Cypress to 
which two Sisters went from Mount Saint Francis in 


1924. 


CHAPTER II. 


Franciscan Missionary Sisters in America. 
Saint Anthony's Convent, West 31 Street, 
New York City. 


ND He said to them: “The harvest is great, but 

the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that He send laborers into His harvest.” 
—Luke x, 2. 

Thus reflected the Rev. Father Andrew Pfiefer, 
O.F.M. In the year 1865, at the close of the Civil War 
when people of both sections of the country were en- 
deavoring to regain normal conditions, he requested the 
Franciscan Minister-General at Rome, to send laborers 
to the vast field open to cultivation in the “Land of 
Liberty,” to which at that period thousands of Catholics 
were hastening over the Atlantic where a vista of free- 
dom and riches beckoned them on. 

But to many lonely hearts about to leave their native 
shore, with a tinge of sadness came the thought: “I’m 
afraid there’s little enough of religion in America.” Yet 
on they journeyed to the haven of hope, which was an 
eagerly-sought goal for the mighty influx of immigrants 
from almost every part of the globe. To cope with this 
situation the zealous priest, inspired with the spirit of 
his seraphic Father, aimed to secure Sisters capable of 
teaching the different languages in his Parochial School 
of Saint Francis of Assisi, at West 31st Street, New 
York City. The Very Rev. Father General recom- 
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mended to him the Franciscan Missionaries, or “Gray 
Nuns” at Gemona, with whose practical virtues and 
eminent learning he was well acquainted. 

The Very Rev. Father Gregory, O.F.M., who had 
faithfully and lovingly guarded the precious trust re- 
posed in him, when the venerated and illustrious Pope 
Pius IX appointed him Founder and Guardian of the 
Missionary Sisters, concurred with Rev. Mother Mar- 
garet, Superior General, who, realizing the aim for which 
her community had come into existence, acceded to the 
petition for missionaries. On October 30, 1865, three 
Sisters set forth from the Mother House, with many a 
heart-pang, no doubt, yet filled with zeal for God’s glory 
and the salvation of souls in America with its wealth of 
opportunity, and which at that time was considered a 
Foreign Mission. 

They sailed from Brest, France, on the Steamship 
Lafayette, November 16, 1865, accompanied by Rev. 
Leo Pacillio O.F.M., Apostolic Missionary for North 
America, the Rev. Anacletus de Angelis O.F.M., and 
several Franciscan Clerics, expecting to arrive in New 
York on November 28th, but owing to a tedious, stormy 
voyage, were delayed until December 5th. Among the 
young clerics was the Rev. Diomede Falconi O.F.M., 
whose ordination took place on January 4, 1866, and 
who later returned from Rome as Papal Delegate to the 
United States. His Excellency continued to manifest 
a high esteem for the Gray Nuns, and failed not to 
visit them on the occasion of his tour to the United 
States in 1903, when on August 12th of that year he 
invested with the pallium, His Grace, Archbishop John 
M. Farley, in Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. 

Upon the arrival of the Sisters no gigantic skyscraper 
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obstructed their view of Castle Garden; nor did the 
whirl of automobiles resound through the old residential 
district as Rev. Father Andrew O.F.M., conducted 
them to Saint Catherine’s Convent of Mercy in East 
Houston Street, where they were hospitably received, 
and where they remained until December oth when 
their unpretentious little convent was made ready for 
them; forming in this brief period a bond that has 
withstood the test of time; both communities retaining 
a reciprocal sisterly interest, carried through the pro- 
tracted space of more than three score years. 

At length the day arrived for the missionaries to enter 
their humble home at West 31st Street, a veritable 
Bethlehem, placed far back from the street adjoining 
the Church of Saint Francis, where it still remains, a 
relic of Old New York, an object of veneration to 
countless persons who have there received both spiritual 
and bodily aid, and a reminder of trying but happy 
days spent in the service of the Divine Master. 

On December 3oth, the Very Rev. Provincial, Father 
Pamphilio, O.F.M., blessed the convent, erecting the 
episcopal enclosure, and in the following February the 
chapel and altar were blessed and dedicated to Saint 
Anthony of Padua by the same Very Rev. Provincial, 
who also celebrated holy Mass and preached a most 
touching sermon, taking for his text the prayer of the 
Seraphic Francis: “Deus Meus et Omnia.” 

In this secluded sanctuary were received untold 
favors by numerous clients, whose devotion to the great 
wonder-worker obtained for them his valued protection. 
Here the Divine Office was chanted, the Franciscan 
Crown and rosary of the Immaculate Conception 
recited; the Way of the Cross and all religious cere- 
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monies performed with the greatest propriety. *Twas 
here the Sisters found solace for the inevitable trials 
accompanying a life continuously fraught with all man- 
ner of vicissitudes. Before the tabernacle they forgot 
whatever feeble sacrifices confronted them during their 
toilsome tasks, and having been consoled and strength- 
ened by converse with their Divine Spouse in His 
prison of love, they returned with renewed energy to 
succeeding labors. 

Sister Mary Gertrude Paul of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, a native of Switzerland, remarkable for her 
singular piety and keen intelligence joined with splendid 
executive ability, had been selected as first Mother of 
the new foundation in America. As her companions she 
had Sister Mary Constantia Huber of Mount Thabor, 
a relative of the great servant of God, Marie Mueral 
of Austria who was favored with the holy stigmata, 
and who died in the odor of sanctity in the year 1868; 
and Sister Mary Pelligrina of the Holy Ghost, a Roman 
lady gifted with a marvelous voice which presaged a 
career of celebrity, but which she generously sacrificed 
in becoming a daughter of the humble Saint Francis. 

As these heroic souls were unacquainted with exist- 
ing conditions, it was deemed advisable to have a re- 
ligious familiar with the manners and customs of this 
country reside with them for a while; hence, a Fran- 
ciscan Sister from a recently formed community at 
Alleghany, New York, was invited and remained with 
them two months, edifying all by her self-sacrificing 
spirit of helpfulness. 

On December 11th the Sisters assumed charge of 
the school of Saint Francis, registering about one hun- 
dred pupils who previously had been taught by secu- 
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lars. In the succeeding January an evening class was 
begun with thirteen pupils, which number increased 
rapidly under the supervision and instruction of the 
Sisters who, mindful of the words: “He who instructs 
others unto salvation shall shine as stars in the firma- 
ment,’ expended their best efforts to impart to their 
pupils more than a superficial knowledge of the subjects 
taught. True to their sacred calling, they were careful 
to assign first place in their curriculum to the study of 
Christian Doctrine, and their pupils have ever been 
noted for having a thorough knowledge of this subject. 

In this miniature assembly of four Sisters represent- 
ing four different nationalities, there was no absence 
of variety; French was taught by Rev. Mother M. Ger- 
trude, Italian by Sister M. Pelligrina whose musical 
accents were duly appreciated by her enthusiastic com- 
patriots, Sister M. Constantia conducted the class in 
German, and Miss Mary Dobbins, the first American 
postulant, who had entered on December 23, 1865, pre- 
sided over the class in English. 

This humble beginning of Saint Francis of Assisi’s 
parochial school, was the initial step in the remarkable 
strides subsequently to be made by a community of 
such cosmopolitan character, as to constitute a valuable 
factor in the great educational system which has be- 
come the wonder of modern times. 

Scarcely had the community been established when 
applicants presented themselves for admission. The 
first of these were three young residents of New York 
City who, heedless of all opposition and regardless of 
apparent austerity and penitential poverty, determined 
to follow the “Poor One of Assisi,” and remain stead- 
fast to the loving call of the Heavenly Bridegroom Who 
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said: “He who leaves father and mother for my sake 
will receive a hundredfold and enjoy everlasting life.” 
They certainly must have been inspired by Providence 
that influenced their hearts to abandon homes of afflu- 
ence and enter a religious order so utterly opposed to 
aught attractive according to human ideas. 

Someone has said: “Few things are more interesting 
than to watch a new religious community grow and 
come to blossom, as a flower does.’’ Numerous interest- 
ing events in connection with the Missionary Sisters 
might be recorded; particularly the special Providence 
of God in favor of this struggling community. Despite 
the numerous hardships and privations endured by 
these first subjects, they remained cheerful and happy, 
ever ready to perform various works of charity; always 
encouraged by the beautiful example of their seniors. 

In this humble little cradle-house at West 31st Street, 
they prayed and labored; struggling against many ob- 
stacles and enduring extreme poverty, so that at times 
not so much as‘a crust of bread was to be found in their 
larder. However, the loving hand of their Heavenly 
Spouse was ever raised in blessings on their undertak- 
ings. 

The good Mother Gertrude’s heart felt all the anxiety 
of a mother, as again and again she would plead with 
Saint Anthony, “Tonina, bring us something,’ and 
forthwith the wonder-worker would send relief. Saint 
Joseph too was called upon repeatedly, and it is re- 
lated that on one particular occasion he himself, it 
was firmly believed, appeared at the door with a large 
basket of provisions which the Sister received, where- 
upon hastening to thank the donor, she found he had 
vanished. 
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Although there were no murmurings, the parents of 
recently received candidates became acquainted with 
existing conditions, and for a long while practically 
supported the Sisters, not only by donations of neces- 
sary household goods, of which there were but little or 
none, but also of food which the Sisters generously 
shared with numerous poor, who soon found their way 
to the little Franciscan Convent. 

The names of Mr. Patrick Dobbins, whose benefac- 
tions were as important as they were necessary, and 
Mr. Nicholas Smith, a most generous giver, are held in 
constant benediction as the first benefactors of the Com- 
munity in America; their continuous supplies of all 
requisites entitle them to undying gratitude. 

After a probation of about two years, during which 
the Rev. Mother General considered the advisability 
of establishing a novitiate in the New World, the cour- 
ageous little band of well-tried, but ardent, generous 
postulants at length received the holy habit of the 
Order on June 20, 1867, in the Church of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, from the hands of His Grace the Most Rev. 
John Archbishop McCloskey, subsequently first Ameri- 
can Cardinal. With zealous regard for the welfare 
and progress of this recent adjunct to his extensive 
Archdiocese; to honor the little ones of the Seraph of 
Assisi in America; to encourage the infant foundation 
and to set his seal of approval on the labors to be per- 
petuated by the Franciscan Missionary Sisters, His 
Grace performed the ceremony which established a pre- 
cedent for many others of a similar character. 

His Grace also preached an eloquent sermon, taking 
for his text: “Taste and see how sweet the Lord is.” 
The candidates received on this auspicious occasion 
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were Sister Mary Francis, Dobbins, of Divine Love, 
Sister Mary Raphael, Smith, of the Sacred Heart, and 
Sister Mary Anthony, Schaefer, of the Infant Jesus. 

This initial reception of novices in New York was 
made memorable by the large number of distinguished 
prelates, priests, relatives and friends of the Sisters, 
who were deeply impressed by the solemnity and dig- 
nity attending the ceremony. 

In the beautifully decorated sanctuary were many 
priests of the City, among whom were: Rev. Fran- 
cis McNierny, (Secretary to the Archbishop), Very 
Rev. William A. Starr, V.G., Rev. Edward McGlynn, 
D.D., Rev. William Clowry, Rev. Anthony Kessler, 
Rev. Henry Brann, D.D., Very Rev. Pamphilio, O.F.M.., 
Provincial of the Franciscans, and many others. The 
church was filled with several hundred persons who 
witnessed with tears of devotion the touching scene 
of renunciation, in the casting aside of the gorgeous 
flowing gowns—gifts of the postulants’ parents—the 
cutting of the hair, the prostration beneath the pall and 
the solemn chanting of the psalms accompanied by the 
great organ. 

After the ceremony, the newly-received novices were 
escorted through the carpeted church and adjoining 
yard into the poorest of poor little convents, where His 
Grace again blessed them with a special blessing, com- 
manding them to go forth into the great work incumbent 
on this new foundation. 

Thus, in America as in Europe, the Franciscan Mis- 
sionaries began their labors with the sanction of the 
Church’s highest authority. They continued to enjoy 
many marks of favor from His Grace, whose benign 
interest in their trials and triumphs, did not wane even 
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after his elevation to the Cardinalate, nor until his 
saintly death on October 10, 1885, when the Sisters 
shared in the universal grief of the Archdiocese. 

Profound peace of soul was the portion of the new 
Spouses of Christ. With God’s blessing and abiding 
love; undaunted by numerous obstacles, they prospered 
as years sped on. Although “Lady Poverty” was much 
in evidence, benevolence reigned in their humble abode. 
Sisters of different communities far distant, were re- 
ceived hospitably and entertained for weeks, yes even 
for months, but He who rewards a cup of cold water 
given in His Name would not be outdone in generosity, 
and frequently did He multiply what was necessary for 
the maintenance of all. 

Among those to whom the Sisters had the privilege 
of extending hospitality were the Poor Clares, Mother 
M. Constance and Mother M. Magdaline Bentovoglio, 
who had come to establish a Foundation in New York. 
They did not succeed just then, but remained with the 
Gray Nuns during their negotiations for an opening 
in the West, where they went after spending several 
weeks at Saint Anthony’s. Mother M. Constance died 
at Evansville monastery in Indianapolis in 1902. Her 
sister, Mother Magdaline, survived her by three years, 
dying in the odor of sanctity. The cause of her beati- 
fication has been introduced in Rome. 

In order to accommodate these honored guests, the 
Sisters were pleased to relinquish their beds and sleep 
on the floor, so as to comply with the proverbial Fran- 
ciscan hospitality which is ever at the service of all, 
especially of those consecrated to God. In fact, a 
goodly portion of the labors performed by the Gray 
Nuns in their daily occupation is to cooperate in the 
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work of other communities, thus fulfilling the wish of 
their illustrious Father, Saint Francis, who desired his 
followers to assume the humblest offices provided their 
aim be the love of God and the attainment of humility. 

In the interim, Sisters Mary Lucretia, M. Sancia, and 
M. Serafina left Gemona on August 16, 1868, remained 
in Paris for some days and sailed from Brest on their 
mission across the Atlantic, arriving in New York on 
September 13th. Words fail to extol the illustrious 
virtues of those zealous, humble religious, whose coming 
was a source of joy to the younger members of the al- 
ready flourishing community, and who though possess- 
ing many rare intellectual qualities hesitated not to 
perform the lowliest duties as well as the highest offices 
assigned them. 

After a brief period the community was augmented 
by four more young ladies, residents of New York 
City who, desirous of consecrating themselves to God in 
the Seraphic Order, applied for admission and were 
readily accepted, as their solid virtues were well known 
to the community. After having given entire satisfac- 
tion by their edifying conduct during the time of proba- 
tion, they were clothed with the Holy Habit in the 
Church of Saint Francis on March 30, 1869, receiving 
the names: Sister Mary Clare, Egan, of the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Sister Mary Mar- 
garet, Egan, of the Immaculate Conception; Sister 
Mary Elizabeth, Foley, of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and Sister Mary Collette, McMahon, of 
the Annunciation. These novices made holy Profession 
on September 8th of the following year at Mount Saint 
Francis, whose history will be related farther on. 

The Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn, New York, 
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are gratefully remembered as having been of much as- 
sistance by their wise counsels and kind encourage- 
ment, during those trying days when the disorganizing 
conditions of war still prevailed. Their own vast ex- 
perience in the cause of education and their true Fran- 
ciscan spirit, rendered them valuable aids to the new 
laborers in Our Lord’s vineyard. 

As the little band of Missionaries became more nu- 
merous their activities increased. The pupils of the 
parochial school evidenced the advantages of a thor- 
ough Catholic education, and Sisters were sought to 
catechize the numberless poor neglected souls who were 
desirous of receiving instruction prior to the reception 
of the sacraments. 

On one occasion during those pioneer days, a priest 
from an adjoining parish called upon the Sisters and 
begged for someone to visit and instruct in the essen- 
tials of our holy religion, a man who was dying of 
cancer. This man, a lieutenant of the Civil War, had 
been baptized but did not live up to his religious belief. 
Now he was in a sad plight; one half of his face was 
eaten away, and the other in a most appalling condition. 
He could not move, and it required heroic courage to 
stoop down so as to reach his ear, which retained but 
little sense of hearing; yet there was a soul at stake and 
the priest had said: ‘When you have him ready, send 
for me.” 

For four weeks did two Sisters make daily visits, 
one only—the younger because she could speak English 
—was allowed to enter the room of the sick man, and 
by order of the Doctor she was obliged to don a 
rubber gown, gloves and a hood which covered the head 
and face. Finally the Sisters experienced a real con- 
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solation upon witnessing their patient receive the last 
sacraments. 

Such cases were more common in those days when 
there were no facilities such as are to be procured at 
present. Many were the manifestations of respect and 
esteem which the Sisters received; many were the trib- 
utes of gratitude repeatedly paid to them. 

They were also invited to visit prisoners and instruct 
them for the reception of the sacraments. For several 
years a weekly visit was made to the State Prison at 
Sing Sing, where hours were spent in comforting and 
instructing the inmates. And at the Tombs in New 
York City, only God knows the immense good ac- 
complished there by the untiring efforts and ministra- 
tions of the Sisters. 

Unfortunate convicts sentenced to death—five were 
hanged on one morning—were the chief concern of the 
Sisters who would enter the cells, with double iron doors 
barred and locked after them; for weeks they would 
endeavor to prepare the poor culprit to meet the in- 
evitable in proper dispositions, and in many instances 
their labor was amply rewarded by a return to grace; 
and to the practice of prayer. 

Of one prisoner especially, the keepers told how he 
would kneel on the stone floor at frequent intervals 
during the night, praying with outstretched arms, recit- 
ing the “Rosary of the Precious Blood” which at that 
time the Passionist Fathers recommended so highly. 
This rosary of thirty-three offerings he would often re- 
peat, and although his evil deed was the result of in- 
toxication he would say: ‘To be hanged once is not 
enough; would that I might die twenty times for my 
misdeed.” Others in despair or uttering blasphemy, 
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would at length yield to the sweet name of Jesus, and 
repeatedly murmur: “My Jesus, Mercy,” or “Sweet 
Jesus, be merciful to me.” 

In the early seventies a custom prevailed of placing 
the prisoners in an iron cage, and on the eve of execu- 
tion exposing them to the view of the populace. Only 
the keeper of each prisoner, and the priest were sup- 
posed to be admitted. The Sisters were “allowed” to 
enter, no one thinking they would, but strengthened by 
grace and remembering: “I was in prison and you 
visited Me,” they would go in and continue by prayer 
and words of encouragement to prepare the unfor- 
tunates for the priest who accompanied the unhappy 
culprits to the scaffold. 

Such instances were embarrassing, but the undaunted 
heroism and zeal of the Sisters prevailed; God’s glory 
was augmented, and the mercies of Jesus crucified made 
known to repentant souls. 

One of the most touching scenes of later years 
was the execution of four so-called “Gun Men’. A 
telegram sent by the kind-hearted, zealous chaplain of 
Sing Sing Prison summoned the Sisters to the death 
chamber of those poor men. It was Easter Sunday. 
There the Sisters spent some time in prayer and coun- 
sel. Later in the afternoon, in the death corridor were 
assembled the Rev. Father Chaplain, a Jewish Rabbi— 
for one condemned was a Jew,—a Baptist Minister and 
the two Missionary Sisters. Father Chaplain said: 
“Sisters give out the rosary,” which they did. Father 
then recited the litany of the Holy Name of Jesus, to 
which all—Jew and Gentile—responded. Instruction 
was imparted to each individually, and a mechanical 
instrument played the hymn: “Nearer my God to Thee.” 
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While engaged in prayer the Sisters were much grati- 
fied to notice one of the prisoners press to his lips a 
Sacred Heart badge which had been given him some 
time previously. On Easter Monday, at 5:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion was received by those who were 
Catholics, and by 6:30 all had appeared before their 
Maker. May God be praised for the good accomplished 
on this and similar occasions. 

This phase of missionary life was considered very 
important; as was apparent from the fact of Rev. 
Mother Gertrude journeying all the way to Morris- 
town, N. J., in order to bring comfort to a poor Italian 
prisoner; the Mother’s heart was generous enough to 
embrace all kinds of charitable works, yet these never 
interfered with the primary aim of the Institute, the 
instruction of youth, especially the poor. 

As an evidence of the vigor of their purpose and the 
intensity of their zeal, the Sisters’ School of Saint 
Francis of Assisi became quite a factor in the cause of 
education; the pupils numbered over four hundred, and 
vied with those of other schools in attaining a high 
percentage in the Regents Examinations; the results 
of which were very gratifying. 

Subsequent to one of these examinations the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Cusack, then pastor of Saint Stephen’s parish in 
East 28th Street, New York City, made this announce- 
ment to his congregation: “I want to tell you that 
the little school of Saint Francis of Assisi in West 31st 
Street has come out first in the examinations, with our 
own school having second place; now next time you 
must try to be first.” 

True to their missionary vocation, the Sisters exert 
their very best efforts when preparing their dear little 
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charges for first Holy Communion and Confirmation. 
Most edifying it is to perceive the fervor of those inno- 
cent souls when approaching the holy table to receive 
from the hands of a worthy son of Saint Francis, or 
from any priest, that same Divine Saviour whom the 
Seraphic Saint unceasingly addressed as: “My God and 
My All!” 

What a boon the saintly Pius X has bequeathed to 
earth in the promulgation of his heaven-inspired decree 
regarding early and frequent Communion! The well- 
beloved of the Heart of Christ, sustained by the “Bread 
of Angels,” are preserved in their innocence by the 
loving care of the illustrious “Pope of the Holy Eu- 
charist.” 

An impressive scene was witnessed in the Church 
of Saint Francis of Assisi in 1916 when Sister M. 
Raphael celebrated her golden jubilee. Fifty years 
prior to this event she had entered the adjacent little 
convent, one of the pioneer Missionary Sisters. Now, 
after divers vicissitudes and numerous missionary la- 
bors, for the third time she occupied the position of 
Superior and Principal of the school. 

On this occasion another procession took place, but 
of a different character to that of five decades previous. 
Rev. Mother M. Joseph, Provincial, who had come from 
Mount Saint Francis, and an immense assembly of Sis- 
ters from the several missions, proceeded up the centre 
aisle of the magnificent new church, where a Solemn 
Mass of thanksgiving was celebrated by the Very Rev. 
Anselm Kennedy, Provincial of the Friars Minor, in 
presence of a large congregation of friends and well- 
wishers. 

The eloquent preacher on this occasion was the Rt. 
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Rev. Joseph F. Smith, Superintendent of Schools in 
New York City, who paid a glowing tribute to the 
happy jubilarian and her co-religious, referring in a 
most touching manner to the deep affectionate sym- 
pathy, which had existed between the kindly superior 
and her lamented subject the late Sister Mary Clotilda, 
who for several years with marked success had taught 
the graduating class. 

It is pleasant to note that, notwithstanding the in- 
roads made by commerce into that particular district 
during the past decade or more, the School of Saint 
Francis still continues to attract pupils whose parents 
were reluctantly obliged to move from its immediate 
vicinity. Numerous representative men and women of 
New York City owe advancement in their several occu- 
pations to instructions received from the Gray Nuns 
of Saint Francis of Assisi’s School. 

In September of 1926 the Sisters opened the La Verna 
commercial school for girls, with classes conducted in 
the parochial school building. The continuous increase 
of pupils would justify the hope for success therein. 


CHAPTER III. 
Mount Saint Francis, Peekskill, New York. 


HE diminutive Convent of Saint Francis of Assisi 

in West 31st Street, New York City, having out- 

grown its capacity to accommodate the numerous ap- 

plicants who presented themselves for admission, Rev. 

Mother M. Gertrude requested the Rev. Father Leo, 

O.F.M.., to assist her in securing better accommodations 
and a more suitable abode for the community. 

At that epoch several fine estates along the beautiful 
Hudson were for sale, and on a propitious day in the 
year 1869, Rev. Father Leo, Mother M. Gertrude and 
Sister M. Constantia set forth on a tour of inspection. 
Having investigated a number of residences in the 
vicinity of New York City, no place appealed to them 
until they arrived at the “Townsend Homestead” in 
Peekskill, when Mother Gertrude exclaimed: “This is 
the place I saw in my dreams last night; this is the 
place, let us see about it.” When they sought informa- 
tion from the person who had advertised, they were 
told that the property must be disposed of immediately. 
It was purchased on March 27, 1869, for the sum of 
twenty-eight thousand dollars. A deposit was given 
and the contract signed. 

On the following day, Mr. Townsend the owner, re- 
penting of having sold the place offered a much larger 
sum for its return, but Rev. Father Leo refused to con- 
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sent, as the contract had been made and must be 
honored. 

The estate consisted of sixteen acres, with a com- 
modious brick house, three stories and basement; six- 
teen large rooms, one of which—the middle parlor— 
became historical as the first chapel of the community; 
a large parlor later converted into classrooms; several 
sleeping rooms, and a spacious attic surmounted by a 
cupola upon which the Sisters caused to be erected an 
iron cross, the gift of Mr. John Radley who later 
donated a railing for the Sisters’ chapel and one also 
for the cemetery. 

Surrounding the entire building a balcony from which 
in the rear one might behold a most enchanting scene 
along the picturesque Hudson, afforded opportunity to 
enjoy the charming panorama. The front of the house 
faced on a magnificent lawn, where shrubbery of varied 
tints were interspersed artistically through the ancient 
trees, that towered as so many sentinels high above 
the dwelling they so majestically guarded. A fruitful 
grape arbor extended to the hilltop, a distance of about 
two hundred feet, terminated by a circular summer- 
house which commanded an extensive view in all direc- 
tions. There was also a gatehouse, four small cottages 
and a barn surrounded by an abundance of fruit and 
shade trees. 

Some friends and relatives of the Sisters held a 
bazaar which, with a few donations from private indi- 
viduals, helped to defray expense of purchase, and so 
the property now known as Mount Saint Francis, was 
incorporated and became the Provincial House and 
Novitate of the community in America. Among those 
who contributed liberally to the cause were, Mr. W. 
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Tweed, Mr. A. Harnett, Judge Bernard, and Mr. John 
Radley, all of New York City. 

When the time arrived for the little community to 
separate, painful indeed was the parting, for this de- 
voted band of thirteen had become so endeared to each 
other that it might well be said: “They formed but 
one heart and one soul.” On April 5, 1869—a memo- 
rable day—Rev. Mother M. Gertrude, Sister M. Pelle- 
grina, Sister M. Sanchia, Mistress of Novices, Sister M. 
Francis, Sister M. Raphael and Sister M. Anthony took 
possession of their new home at Peekskill; where, not- 
withstanding the beauty of their surroundings, little 
charm existed for the young novices, who felt so keenly 
the separation from the loved companions they had left 
in the metropolis. 

As all works undertaken for the glory of God are 
subject to opposition, the foundation at Peekskill was 
to be no exception to this rule; during the initial years 
many difficulties were endured on account of the lack 
of sympathy manifested by non-Catholics. The Sisters 
having no chapel, were obliged to walk to the village in 
order to assist at Mass, and as their habit was consid- 
ered too penitential in appearance for out-door wear, 
they adopted for the time being, a plain black dress 
and bonnet. Frequently the children would follow 
them, casting stones and mud, no doubt wondering at 
their strange appearance. But few Catholic families 
then resided in Peekskill, most of whom lived in the 
vicinity of the docks. 

On May 3rd, the newly acquired house was solemnly 
blessed and converted into a convent, which was dedi- 
cated to Saint Joseph by the Very Rev. William A. 
Starr, V.G. of the Archdiocese of New York, assisted 


FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS 33 


by Rev. Fathers Leo, Andrew, and Anthony, O.F.M. 
and the Rev. Father Hassen of the Church of the As- 
sumption, Peekskill. 

On the following day, Mass was celebrated by the 
ever faithful friend of the Sisters, Rev. Leo Pacillio, 
O.F.M., who erected a simple altar in one of the parlors 
which served as a chapel. In those small but hallowed 
precincts Holy Mass was celebrated; all religious exer- 
cises of the community were performed, and for several 
years the ceremonies of reception of the holy habit and 
profession of vows took place. Here also in this beloved 
oratory, the three pioneer novices who had been received 
in New York City pronounced their holy vows on De- 
cember 23, 1869; the Very Rev. Msgr. Starr, V.G., 
presiding. 

Rev. Father Leo, O.F.M. and other Reverend Fath- 
ers of New York City donated their valued services 
until December 2, 1879, when Rev. Father Karl was 
appointed Chaplain. This saintly old priest resided in 
one of the cottages adjacent to the convent for the 
space of nineteen years, attending to the spiritual wants 
of Sisters and children until summoned to enjoy the 
reward of his labors, crowned by a holy death which 
occurred in Saint Joseph’s Hospital at Yonkers, New 
York. His remains were conveyed to Mount Saint 
Francis, Peekskill, where a Solemn Mass of Requiem 
was offered for the eternal repose of his soul. He was 
interred—temporarily—in Saint Mary’s Cemetery at 
Verplanck, but later was transferred to Yonkers. 

On May 25, 1870, an academy was established under 
the title of Our Lady of Angels; Sister M. Raphael and 
Sister M. Clare in charge. Both of these were women 
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of excellent mentality and power of imparting instruc- 
tion. 

Sister M. Raphael, one of the pioneer novices whose 
fascinating personality and excellent conversational 
powers attracted youth, and rendered it pleasurable for 
them to imbibe the wholesome instructions imparted so 
gracefully, was one whose ambition aimed to strengthen 
the heart while training the head. She was ever alert to 
capture souls for Christ, and even at that early stage 
of her career showed signs of the remarkable missionary 
spirit she so lovingly developed, and which later she 
so nobly carried into effect. 

Sister M. Clare had borne from over the Atlantic a 
goodly fund of Celtic culture. Her beautiful traits of 
character; her devotion to the Immaculate Mother of 
God; her cheerful, sunny disposition portrayed sweet 
features of the verdant “Emerald Isle,’ from which 
it had pleased God to transplant her as a fragrant 
blossom whose perfume, inhaled by young American 
maidens would inspire them with lofty ideals, and fur- 
nish them with a foundation upon which to erect an 
edifice of indestructible principles of righteousness. 

Sister M. Clare as a beacon light, illumined the minds 
and hearts of her devoted pupils, while implanting in- 
corruptible seeds that later produced so bountiful a 
harvest of Christian usefulness. 

Several young ladies of Peekskill, although non- 
Catholic, were registered as day scholars, while from 
distant cities came girls who attended as boarders. 

The progress of the pupils was evident and gratify- 
ing; the reputation of their teachers steadily increased, 
as did the number of scholars, and thus was introduced 
a medium of revenue for the maintenance of the com- 
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munity; a source from which the strictest economy en- 
_ abled the Sisters to venture upon their cherished project 
of erecting a convent, which would accommodate the 
large number of young maidens who wished to pledge 
themselves to the Divine Master. 

Many former pupils of the original academy, several 
of whom entered the Novitiate at Mount Saint Francis 
and elsewhere, and others who became excellent moth- 
ers, or who busy themselves with social and domestic 
activities, recall with pleasure the happy days when, 
beneath the swaying boughs of the majestic oaks they 
sauntered or skipped down the hill slope, where luscious 
fruit invited them to partake of nature’s choicest 
dainties. 

The first closing exercises, held at the Academy of 
Our Lady of Angels, were quite elaborate considering 
the brief period of its existence. The drama, “Queen 
Marie Antoinette,” was enacted most creditably by 
senior pupils in presence of an appreciative audience. 
Among the original pupils might be recalled the Misses 
Mary Smith, Mary Hughes and Emma McClure, sister 
of Rev. William J. McClure, of New York City; the 
Misses Jennie and Mary Noone, Jennie Diamond and 
Jennie Fitzgerald of Kingston, New York, who were, 
and still are designated “the cousins”; Miss Elizabeth 
Peters of Haverstraw, New York, who became a Vis- 
itation Nun known as Sister Mary Gonzaga whose 
entrance into the religious state opened up a friendship 
between the communities of Riverdale and Peekskill 
that continues to be a source of much pleasure and 
edification to both. 

The Academy continued to attract pupils from divers 
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sections of the country, from Cuba and elsewhere and 
in a few years the rooms became so crowded it was 
found necessary to use more space, and consequently 
more teachers were required. Hence Sister Mary Mar- 
garet, Egan, became one of the faculty. 

In addition to the Academy a small school was 
opened in one of the cottages, where for some time 
children living in the vicinity received instruction; but 
accommodations were meagre, and it was found neces- 
sary to discontinue until a more suitable building might 
be acquired. 

By degrees the people of Peekskill realized the im- 
mense good accomplished by the Sisters whose labor 
has continued until the present time, to the edification 
and appreciation of the descendants of those who were 
antagonistic in the beginning. 

On the Feast of the Nativity of our Blessed Lady, 
September 8, 1870, the last four novices who had been 
received in the New York Convent made holy Profes- 
sion, and on October 6th of the same year the tiny 
chapel was again filled to capacity with relatives and 
friends, come to witness the first reception of novices at 
Peekskill. This ceremony was most impressive; the 
candidates attired in flowing white gowns and veils, 
presented quite a contrast to the sombre gray habit they 
so ardently desired. As each advanced to the altar- 
step the officiating priest pronounced their names in the 
following order: Sister Mary Ludovic, Garry; Sister 
Mary Leonard, Scharren; Sister Mary Teresa, Effng; 
Sister Mary Benedict, Finnigan, and Sister Mary Fran- 
cesca, Morrissey. 

These novices, by their excellent qualities and self- 
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sacrificing spirit, having given consolation to the entire 
community during their term of noviceship, pronounced 
their vows on December 12, 1871, and on the same day 
Sister Mary Anthony, Dobbins; Sister Mary Ignatius, 
Warsheid; Sister Mary Gabriel, Grant; Sister Mary 
Stanislaus, O’Brien; Sister Mary Cecilia, Reed; and 
Sister Mary Ann, Geraty, a relative of the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Mooney, V.G., received the holy habit; they 
were professed on December roth of the following year. 

Meanwhile the Sisters were called upon to mourn the 
departure of their beloved Sister M. Anthony, Schaefer, 
one of the original band of novices, who on October 11, 
1870, was chosen to initiate into heaven the community 
of American Franciscan Gray Nuns. 

The ever vigilant eyes of Mother M. Gertrude, fore- 
seeing the needs of her fast increasing spiritual children, 
redoubled her efforts to secure for them a suitable 
convent, where the novices and professed religious 
might more readily comply with ecclesiastical discipline 
than under existing conditions. Accompanied by Sister 
M. Francis she visited the Mother House, and re- 
mained several months, leaving Sister M. Francis and 
returned in October with a novice, Sister M. Lorenza— 
who survived but a short time and had the enviable 
privilege of being professed on her bed of death—and _ 
a postulant who as Sister Mary Selasia is still an active, 
saintly member of the community. 

About this time it pleased God to extend the field 
of the Missionaries. Several Pastors, foremost of whom 
were the Passionists of West Hoboken, New Jersey, 
who were then in charge of surrounding parishes, peti- 
tioned for Sisters to teach in their schools. Rev. Father 

Bernard, C.P. was the first to be served in the Holy 
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Family School; an account of which, with others will 
appear farther on in these pages. 

For the year 1872 is recorded the entrance of five 
candidates and the death of two professed, Sister M. 
Benedict, Finnigan on May 12th, and Sister M. Lo- 
renza on December 7th. So, while the number who 
entered the novitiate increased, a chosen few were 
selected to represent them before the “Great White 
Throne” where no doubt they plead for those who 
remain to labor for the advancement of God’s Kingdom 
upon earth. 

In January, 1873, Sister Mary Selasia and Sister Mary 
Philomena received the holy habit, and on February 
23rd of the succeeding year were admitted to holy pro- 
fession. The last named, a gifted member of the com- 
munity who for many years served in the capacity of 
music teacher on several of the missions, departed this 
life at Saint Matthew’s Convent, Hastings-on-the-Hud- 
son, November 15, 1910. 

In the meantime Sisters Mary Benedict, Doris; Mary 
Felicitas, Lackey; Mary Rose, Fitzgerald; Mary Ade- 
laide, Griffith, and Mary Humiliana, McGowan, re- 
ceived the holy habit on November 4, 1873, and pro- 
nounced their vows on the subsequent November 16th. 

During these years of grace Rev. Mother Gertrude 
was indefatigable in her endeavors to comply with the 
urgent requests for Sisters. She established the Holy 
Family School at Union Hill, now Union City; Saint 
Joseph’s at Guttenberg; Saint John’s, Shadyside; Na- 
tivity School at Poughkeepsie and Saint Mary Mag- 
dalen de Pazzi, Montrose Street, Philadelphia. 

The earnest desire of Mother Gertrude to erect a 
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convent was still unsatisfied. She had plans drawn 
and the building commenced, but it was discovered 
presently that the persons employed did not adhere 
to their contract; hence matters were delayed and an 
enormous expense incurred for the struggling commun- 
ity. The trustees, Rev. Father Martin J. Brophy, Rev. 
William Flannelly and Colonel T. P. Schaffner put forth 
untiring efforts, and finally succeeded in having the 
building completed in 1879, though heavily encumbered 
by a debt of several thousand dollars. 

These continuous labors involved many trials for dear 
Mother M. Gertrude, who possessed a gift for admin- 
istration no less remarkable than her rare spiritual 
nature. She was one whom our Lord taught to “give 
without counting the cost; to toil and not to seek for 
rest.” On July 20, 1874, it was her pleasure to clothe 
with the holy habit the last group of candidates to be 
received in the little chapel. These were Sister Mary 
Wilhelmina, Abegg; Sister Mary Angeline, Green; Sis- 
ter Mary Bonaventure, Hearens; Sister Mary Guiseppa, 
del Angelo; Sister Mary Bridgetta, Bachus, and Sister 
Mary Patricia, Kennedy; all of whom were professed 
on August 26, 1875, which was the final ceremony per- 
formed in the “middle parlor.” 

The new chapel, a jewel in itself, was the princely 
gift of Colonel T. P. Schaffner, LL.D., whose noble 
act of liberality is gratefully recorded. His Grace, 
Archbishop Corrigan, delegated the Rev. William A. 
Flannelly to lay the cornerstone. He was assisted by 
the Rev. Martin J. Brophy, Pastor of the Church of 
the Sacred Heart in West 51st Street, New York City. 

A period of rejoicing ensued for all who watched 
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with eagerness the progress of erection, until a glorious 
September morn of 1875, when the completed edifice 
was dedicated by His Grace, Archbishop Corrigan, in 
honor of the great Franciscan penitent, Saint Margaret 
of Cortona, and as a tribute to Mrs. Margaret Schaff- 
ner, wife of the donor. 

Numerous and salutary were the blessings received 
within those sacred precincts, whose beauty was en- 
hanced by four large panel paintings in oil which 
occupied the entire space between Gothic stained glass 
windows on either side. A chaste white marble altar re- 
placed the poor little wooden one of former times, and 
a communion rail, heart-pierced in design, which was, 
to one postulant at least, truly symbolic of the Divine 
Heart reposing within the prison of His infinite love, 
enclosed the precious sanctuary. Here were enacted 
many beautiful ceremonies of reception and profes- 
sion, that rendered it ever dear to the favored souls 
who were privileged to pronounce within its sacred 
walls their holy vows at the hands of their saintly 
Mother Superior. 

The convent building having been completed, Rev. 
Mother M. Gertrude who had labored so strenuously, 
and whose magnetic personality had attracted many 
persons of different denominations, returned to the 
Mother House, leaving her Sisters almost heartbroken; 
for they loved her as devoted children love a cherished 
mother. Her whole cycle of years as a Franciscan Mis- 
sionary Sister, represents a labor of love for God, self- 
sacrifice for His poor and afflicted, and a ceaseless devo- 
tion of her life which rendered daily tribute to her 
heavenly Father. 
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The last decade of her noble career was spent at 
Gemona, where she quitted this vale of tears on May 8, 
1888. Loving memories follow her to that home of 
bliss where it is hoped she enjoys eternal peace, accru- 
ing from the consoling words of her Divine Spouse: 
“Well done thou good and faithful servant, because 
thou hast been faithful in small things, thou shalt be 
placed over many, enter thou into the joys of thy 
Lord.” 

Rev. Mother M. Bonaventure, Schuler, a holy and 
zealous religious; pioneer member of the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters; companion to the Duchess de Beauf- 
fremont in her many audiences with the beloved Holy 
Father, Pius IX—who truly may be styled the Founder 
of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters, owing to the very 
remarkable interest he exercised in their advancement-— 
succeeded Rev. Mother M. Gertrude and became first 
Provincial Superioress of the American Foundation. 

Not being familiar with the language or customs of 
this country, she considered the outlook of the com- 
munity very discouraging. However, the spirit of 
prayer, the zeal and humility with which this earnest 
religious took hold of affairs under most trying cir- 
cumstances were amply rewarded by untold success. 

As has been stated the community was under a heavy 
burden of debt; in fact, the property was on the verge 
of being offered for sale, when through the untiring 
efforts of the brave little woman who placed all her 
trust in Divine Providence, and whose life was an ex- 
ponent of christian courage and religious humility, a 
mortgage was raised, and although the rate of interest 
was unusually high, the Sisters were enabled to continue 
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their noble work of education; which through well- 
ordered and devoted service, has secured for the Acad- 
emy of our Lady of Angels a position of prominence in 
the field of culture. 

In addition to the onerous duties of Provincial Su- 
perioress, for a brief period Rev. Mother Bonaventure 
assumed that of Mistress of Novices; and never did 
candidate to the religious life receive a more strict train- 
ing than did the earnest band of youthful aspirants 
who grouped themselves around the feet of that tal- 
ented, but humble, saintly instructress, who would not 
permit one syllable, no, not one letter of the divine office 
to be slighted, omitted or mispronounced. Her favorite 
aspiration: “God and I!” she so forcibly impressed 
upon her novices that it was impossible for them to 
forget it. 

But little grandeur—or comfort—existed in the novi- 
tiate in those days; not even a sufficient number of 
chairs to accommodate the novices who were happy to 
sit on the floor while listening to the entrancing tales of 
Rome, the Holy Father, and pioneer members of the 
community, many of whom had relinquished both 
wealth and honors to become daughters of the humble 
Saint Francis. 

In 1879 seven candidates were admitted to the novi- 
tiate, and in the following year two others were ac- 
cepted. One of these, Sister Mary Dominic, Tuite; a 
sister to Rev. John Tuite of New Jersey, after a life 
of holiness and efficiency in several offices of the com- 
munity died at the Mother House on March 9, 1911. 

Although two postulants were admitted in 1880, an 
increase of only one additional member could be 
claimed, as the gentle Sister Mary Gregory, Gallagher, 
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who had been professed in 1877 was called to her eter- 
nal reward on December 18th of that year. 

In the interim, Sister M. Clare, Egan, who had ad- 
vanced the Academy of Our Lady of Angels to a very 
high standard, was assigned to Saint Joseph’s Parochial 
School at Guttenberg, N. J., where as Superioress and 
Principal, she continued her valuable labors until re- 
lieved to obey the summons of Him who willed to re- 
ward a life of zealous endeavor and affectionate fidelity 
to her order. 

Her remarkable qualities of mind and heart endeared 
_ her to all with whom she came in contact, and continue 
to reflect their beneficent influence in the field of educa- 
tion, even to the present day, as many of her former 
pupils are successfully engaged in the honorable pro- 
fession of teaching. Her beautiful soul departed this 
life on September 12, 1878, when, it is hoped, she entered 
into eternal felicity. 

Sister M. Margaret, Egan,—not a relative—succeeded 
Sister M. Clare at the Academy of Our Lady of Angels, 
and in addition to her duties as principal thereof, held 
the responsible position of counsellor and secretary to 
the Mother Provincial; not only for the affairs of the 
community in general, but of the institution, Saint 
Joseph’s Home. 

Sister M. Margaret’s mentality was simply marvel- 

ous; her management of affairs such that, although ac- 
complished in a most silent manner, it was copied and 
is still carried into effect with appreciable profit. She 
inaugurated a record system so perfect that it became 
the model system for many institutions of a similar 
character. Her valuable assistance removed from 
Mother Provincial a considerable amount of anxiety 
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and labor, incidental to the rapid growth of Saint Jo- 
seph’s Home, which in fact later became an important 
factor in the transfer of Our Lady of Angels Academy, 
that ceaselessly strove to assert its supremacy. 

In succeeding years a goodly number of desirable, 
competent candidates applied for admission into the 
novitiate, thus enabling Mother Provincial not only to 
supply home requirements, but to comply with the 
earnest requests made by several Pastors for Sisters 
to teach in their parochial schools. 

The year 1887 was fruitful in candidates and regis- 
tered the highest number—up to this time—of novices 
to be professed in one year. Twelve young ladies, all 
inspired with the missionary spirit of the seraphic Saint 
Francis, pronounced their vows, and His Grace, Arch- 
bishop Corrigan, who had watched with prevailing in- 
terest the progress of the Sisters, and who presided on 
the occasion, congratulated the community on its ac- 
quisition of so promising a circle of earnest, youthful 
toilers, who “essayed to labor while it is yet day.” Mass 
was celebrated by the Rev. Patrick McCabe, brother 
of Sister Mary Collette, the senior member of that 
happy group of fervent, zealous novices, all of whom 
with the exception of two, Sisters M. Stephane and M. 
Albertine, are still in the ranks of active duty. 

As time advanced a still larger number of candidates 
continued to arrive, but a proportionate demand from 
different sections of the country leaves an ever-open 
vacancy for new recruits, while a constant prayer to 
heaven is made that God may be pleased to “send more 
laborers into His harvest.” There are many virtuous 
young women who, if they realized what happiness the 
religious life affords, would certainly follow in the foot- 
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steps of those who experience what it is to “taste and 
see how sweet the Lord is.” 

The diversity of occupations in a community such as 
that at Mount Saint Francis, affords ample opportuni- 
ties for the exercise of talents peculiar to all persons 
feeling themselves called to a religious life. Herein the 
Franciscan Missionary finds herself in an atmosphere 
of usefulness, no matter where she turns; in the class- 
room or the dormitory, in the kitchen or on the play- 
ground, she sees our Lord holding out His Divine hands 
to her while saying: “What you do unto one of these, 
My little ones, you do unto Me.” 


CHAPTER IV. 
Saint Joseph’s Home, Peekskill, New York. 


N the year 1879 Rev. Mother M. Bonaventure began 
the estimable work of caring for dependent children; 
but only a small number and under great difficulties 
could they be accommodated. However, the project 
was inaugurated on June 1st, under the title of Saint 
Joseph’s Home, younger and more delicate children 
being placed in the several cottages on the grounds, 
while older ones occupied the lower section of the con- 
vent building which had been erected in 1875. 

Sister M. Teresa was the first to be honored by 
participating in this Christ-like occupation, and lov- 
ingly did she fulfill her duties toward the tender ones of 
whom our dear Lord had said: “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto Me and forbid them not.” 

A slight stroke of paralysis prevented this zealous 
religious continuing her labor with the children, but for 
many years she had charge of the “Altar Breads,” and 
here she displayed the ability of an artist while mani- 
festing her sublime reverence for our Divine Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament, by the manner in which were 
prepared the boxes containing “‘particles’” sent out 
weekly to the various churches and chapels supplied 
from Mount Saint Francis. 

After a long life of usefulness in the example of holy 
observance, Sister M. Teresa was called to her reward 
on December 22, 1924. 

46 
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The children destined for Saint Joseph’s Home were 
received at 143 West 31st Street, New York City, where 
for several years the Sisters who taught in Saint Francis 
of Assisi parochial school, attended to their needs until 
the period of probation was over, when they were trans- 
ferred to Peekskill. So rapidly did the number in- 
crease, it was found necessary to rent a large building 
familiarly known as “Brown’s House” situated on the 
outskirts of Peekskill. This was used exclusively for 
boys, and in this humble dwelling it was, that many 
boys who are a credit to the institution, and of whom 
the Sisters are justly proud today, spent their innocent, 
happy hours of childhood. 

An addition to be used as classrooms and dormitories 
for the accommodation of girls was erected, an enclosed 
balcony connecting it with the convent, which was now 
being occupied by an ever increasing number of re- 
ligious. 

About this time Rev. Mother M. Angela, Superior 
General, made her second visitation of the American 
Missions, and in her far-seeing vision she appointed 
Sister Mary Elizabeth, Foley, to the office of Mother 
Provincial, in which capacity she remained for thirty- 
two years. 

Under most embarrassing circumstances did Mother 
M. Elizabeth begin her remarkably successful admin- 
istration on May 18, 1882. Although so heavily in debt, 
it was deemed necessary to erect a suitable building for 
the boys. Out of chaos burst forth order, and ere 
long the main building of the boys’ department was 
commenced. 

Upon the death of Father Karl, the Rev. Father 
Smith faithfully filled the office of Chaplain for one 
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year. Then came to Mount Saint Francis a most help- 
ful cooperator in the person of Rev. Thomas L. Kin- 
kead. 

This zealous holy priest, while assistant pastor of 
All Saints’ parish in New York City, was appointed by 
His Grace, Archbishop Farley in 1892, and until 1905, 
when it pleased God to call him to his eternal reward, 
the community was favored with all the blessings of a 
devoted father, a prudent counsellor and a faithful 
friend. 

For ten years, Father Kinkead occupied the office of 
Diocesan Censor Librorum, and as a member of the 
Board of Catholic Charities manifested an untiring zeal 
in his efforts to promote the welfare of God’s poor. He 
also compiled the series of catechisms which bear his 
name. These manifold activities did not prevent him 
devoting his valuable time to the religious instruction 
of the children; while every Sunday the Sisters enjoyed 
a spiritual conference, which in its enlightening charac- 
ter and splendid counsel exerted an abiding influence. 
At any and all times, even the tiniest child was 
welcome to consult him upon matters, spiritual or 
temporal. 

In the course of time children were received, not only 
from New York City, but also from adjoining counties, 
the courts having decided that they should be sent to 
homes conducted by persons of their own belief, Rev. 
Father Kinkead’s influence having exerted itself in this, 
as in all else pertaining to the welfare of God's de- 
pendent little ones. 

The completion of Saint Joseph’s boys’ department 
within a remarkably brief period, afforded great rejoic- 
ing to the Sisters and children who were so anxious to 
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take possession. A comedy enacted by the boys, show- 
ing “the last load from Brown’s House,” in its original- 
ity and picturesqueness equalled any “Broadway 
Show,” and occasioned a merriment long remembered 
by all who witnessed it. 

Sister M. Francis, Dobbins, who had presided over 
Brown’s House, accompanied her boys to Saint Joseph’s 
Home, and for over twenty-five years continued to 


_ exert a beneficent influence over the lives of hundreds 
committed to her care. 


This devoted Sister, a former pupil of old Saint 
Gabriel’s Academy, was the first candidate to enter 
the little convent of the Franciscan Missionaries in West 
31st Street, New York City, and having taught there 
and in several other schools, she readily assumed con- 
trol of the fast increasing number of boys who found in 
her a real mother, whose constant aim was to advance 
the interests of her charges in affairs both lta and 
temporal. 

Saint Joseph’s Band and Orchestra formed with a 
class of twenty boys introduced a rivalry among those 
selected; lessons were imparted twice a week, and the 
Band Master, Professor Thornell—who continues to in- 
struct—spared no pains to develop their musical talent. 
The patience of this kind tutor was admirable; when 
sometimes the discouraged little lads were about to 
abandon their instruments, his cheery words would 
come: “Try, try again, Sonny,” and forthwith at each 
lesson did confidence become stronger until to the utter 
amazement of dear Mother M. Elizabeth, they mastered 
and played the simple but favorite strains of “God 
Bless Our Home.” 

Saint Joseph’s became an up-to-date home of learning, 
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where numerous pupils received an education equal to 
that obtained in any public or private establishment. 
Every phase of art, science and industry is reflected in 
the lives of the boys, as was demonstrated on August 
15, 1910, when about two hundred former guests of the 
Home, assembled at Peekskill to celebrate the sixty- 
third birthday of their esteemed preceptress. , 

Sister M. Francis who had been relieved from duty 
at the boys’ department to take charge of Saint Jos- 
eph’s Villa—an estate of three hundred eighty-three 
acres, situated about two and one-half miles from the 
provincial house, and which supplies a large quantity 
of fruit and vegetables to the institution—was invited 
by Mother M. Elizabeth to spend the day “at home.” 
On her arrival she was completely taken by surprise to 
find awaiting her a group of priests, many Sisters, and 
over two hundred of her “‘old boys” who had come from 
all sections of the country to greet her. Having met at 
the New York Grand Central Station, they proceeded by 
special train to Peekskill. Some of these, Sister M. 
Francis had not seen within twenty years. 

Among them were men of all stations in life, from the 
highest to the lowliest. They were met at the railway 
station and escorted by Saint Joseph’s Band to the 
triangle facing the convent, while “Home Again” and 
‘Home Sweet Home” resounded through walks familiar 
to all, and cheered the hearts of those loyal, grateful 
visitors, who after a few words of greeting marched into 
the beautiful new chapel where a Solemn Mass was 
celebrated; the celebrant, deacon, master of ceremonies 
and acolytes, all being former boys of Saint Josephs. 

Mass over, a luncheon was served by the Sisters, 
a tour of inspection made, and a ball game planned 
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by those who had played on opposing teams ten years 
previous. The game completed, all assembled to have 
a photograph taken, when they again entered the chapel 
for Benediction, at the close of which all united in sing- 
ing “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name.” 

In the evening a banquet was tendered in the large 
assembly hall. Rev. Father Lafort, D.D., chaplain of 
Mount Saint Francis, delivered an address of welcome, 
and several speeches were made by priests and others 
who told how they had come to honor and thank Mother 
M. Elizabeth, Sister M. Francis and all the Sisters, 
for their kindness to them while residing at Saint 
_Joseph’s. 

The celebration came to a close by the home boys 
singing: “God Bless Our Absent Boys.” Upon leav- 
ing the banquet hall, Mother M. Elizabeth and Sister 
M. Francis presented each with a handsome souvenir. 
The boys formed ranks and marched to the railroad 
station, while the band played “Should Auld Acquain- 
tance Be Forgot.” Thus came to a pleasing close, a 
day not soon to be forgotten by the happy participants. 

The spacious building erected in 1882 proved in- 
adequate to accommodate all the children that con- 
tinued to flock into its friendly shelter; therefore in 
1884 the east wing came into existence, and four years 
later another addition to extend north and south was 
required to supply the necessary accommodations. 
Further needful additions were made by enlarging the 
main building, and erecting a “rotunda” on the adjoin- 
ing hill for the pleasure of the children in inclement 
weather. 

On the opposite eminence is the ball field of 417 x 215 
feet; it is the highest point of Mount Saint Francis, 
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and furnishes an excellent campus where are enacted 
games of all kinds in which Saint Joseph’s boys are 
adepts. Several prizes have been awarded for the 
athletic ability displayed in competitive games which 
are conducted by the home team and contending ones 
of other schools. 

On July 30, 1885, a small parcel of property adjoin- 
ing the convent grounds was purchased for fourteen 
hundred dollars, and in the same year a new building 
to be used as a chaplain’s residence constructed on the 
site of the old. 

Each succeeding year saw a new building in course 
of erection, until the imposing array resembled a minia- 
ture village, possessing its Fire Hose Company, its 
bakery, carpenter shop, cadet bandroom, laundry, In- — 
firmary, ball field, swimming pool, and even a savings 
bank, where the older pupils were taught to deposit the 
fees received for extra duties performed from time to 
time. 

An episode in the history of the Fire Hose Company 
is related in the following extract from one of the daily 
papers. “Peekskill, January 20: The young fire corps 
of Saint Joseph’s Home has always been the pride of 
the village. Today its members are heroes. Like all 
real heroes, they are wearing their honors easy, but 
Peekskill citizens are discussing the advisability of 
adopting them as a local Fire Department. 

“There was a fire here yesterday and the boys put it 
out. Through some failure of the indicator, the signal 
gave the wrong district. The department ran their 
trucks to the pier, in an opposite direction to the fire. 
In the meantime the members of Saint Joseph’s Hose 
Company, learning the location, dragged out their hook 
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and ladder and hose cart, and under the able direction 

of August Kraemer, age 14, put out the fire. The lads 
were on their way back to their fire house when they 
met the regular Peekskill firemen. 

“The Saint Joseph Fire Department was organized 
as a protection against fire in any of the school or con- 
vent buildings. It is thoroughly equipped with all 
necessary accessories. Their implements are kept in a 
fire house built of brick, about fifty yards from the 
Franciscan Convent. 

“There are about seventy-five boys in the company, 
_ ranging in age from 11 to 14 years. They have been 
of great service in the successful handling of nearby 
fires, and the citizens of Peekskill not long ago presented 
them with a complete working truck. When questioned 
about Friday’s fire, the boys modestly said: ‘It was 
not much—we didn’t give it a chance to get a good 
start.’ ”’ 

On the first floor of Saint Joseph’s a spacious din- 
ing-room with a seating capacity for three hundred in 
close proximity to a well-lighted, airy kitchen supplied 
with cooking utensils, the size and quality of which 
would indicate a generous outgiving of scientifically 
selected and prepared, wholesome meals, affords a wel- 
come assembly place for healthy hungry boys. 

Several dormitories occupy the remaining floors of 
the main building, while distinct from these, each class 
has assigned to it a “living-room” furnished with every 
convenience, including a victrola, a locker for clothing 
and playthings, and a number of suitable books for 
study and amusement. The lavatories are separate. 
This arrangement provides what is termed the “Group 
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System,” and preserves more effectively the individ- 
uality of the child. 

An important feature of the Boys’ Department is the 
“baby room.” Here future citizens receive their first 
lessons in right living, and nowhere else are privileges 
more carefully guarded. The Sister in charge of this 
special territory, for a long number of years has ex- 
erted her motherly care in behalf of numberless boys, 
who gratefully remember the unstinted kindness lav- 
ished upon them by Sister M. Lucy. 

Here mention is due two Sisters whose untiring labors 
during an extended period entitle them to undying 
gratitude. Sister M. Leo, Dwyer, during twenty-seven 
years expended her best energies in teaching the differ- , 
ent grades from which successively she advanced to the | 
highest, where she found full scope for her aptitude in ~ 
the training of boys. 

In 1918 Sister was appointed Superior and Principal 
of Saint Francis School in Wanaque, New Jersey, but 
after an illness of a few months she died on June 30th 
of the following year. 

Sister M. John Baptist, Burns, assumed charge of 
the boys’ department of Saint Joseph’s Home in Sep- 
tember of 1907, and for seventeen years presided over 
that difficult section with remarkable ability, and a 
firmness tempered by a graciousness of manner that 
won for her deepest respect. Failing health neces- 
sitated a change which was made in August, 1924, 
when Sister was placed in charge of Saint Joseph's | 
Villa, where subsequent to a few hours illness, after 
having received the last Sacraments, the beloved Sister 
expired on December 20, 1925. 

Another whose long term of service extends over 
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several decades, is Sister M. Teresa Joseph, Wallace, 
at the expense of whose Franciscan modesty is here 
remarked her ability as one of Saint Joseph’s foremost 
educators, and who at present presides over the boys’ 
department. 

The foregoing pages chiefly refer to the boys’ quarters. 
We shall now have a word regarding the domain set 
apart for the girls. This occupies a separate building, 
or buildings on the opposite side of the roadway. 

When children arrived in very large numbers, Sister 
Mary Francesca, Morrissey, relinquished her position 
as superior of the mission at Poughkeepsie to take 
charge of the girls’ department, and for many years 
she occupied that post of trust, while at the same time 
holding the responsible one of economist, or procuratrix 
of the community. In both capacities Sister displayed 
a remarkable facility for managing complex problems. 
The care with which she provided for the needs of Sis- 
ters and children, her watchful solicitude, her motherly 
affection and great-heartedness, won for her the con- 
fidence of all and gave her an abiding influence over 
the girls; which influence continued to be felt long 
after they set forth to battle with the world and its 
difficulties. 

A sodality of “Children of Mary,’ became the pride 
of the institution; one of the most severe punishments 
inflicted being to deprive the delinquent of wearing her 
medal and blue ribbon on Sodality Day. The school 
equalled that of the boys, which is saying everything 
to its credit; while the instruction imparted to the older 
girls prepared many to assume the duties incumbent 
On individuals destined to occupy a position either in 
a domestic or a business capacity. 
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Although a goodly number of children accepted at 
the Home as “private charges,” belonged to highly 
respectable families whose circumstances necessitated 
the temporary absence of their little ones, or where as 
in some cases, death had claimed either parent, a vast 
majority of those admitted in the early days were 
sorely neglected. There were no clinics, Boards of 
Health or trained nurses to look after poor little for- 
lorn creatures, whose parents were dead or incapable of 
bestowing upon them proper attention. In conse- 
quence, large numbers were received in extremely poor 
condition; in many cases, their tender little feet actually 
melting from being exposed to the frost. 

In caring for these, Sister M. Francesca had an able © 
assistant in Sister Mary Clementine, Murphy, whose 
career might be considered somewhat out of the ordi- 
nary. She had spent considerable time in travel ere 
God favored her with the beautiful gift of vocation to 
the religious life; a woman of society, given much to 
gaiety and extremely fastidious with regard to her own 
person. The power of love directed to its proper ob- 
ject, transformed this once pleasure-loving soul into a 
veritable angel of mercy, and the delicately tended 
hands which fain would come in contact with naught 
but that intended to afford enjoyment or gratification, 
were now employed in bringing comfort to the afflicted 
members of Christ. Truly He rewards a hundredfold, 
even in this life, the kindness shown His suffering mem- 
bers; especially the tender lambkins of His flock of 
whom He had said: “Suffer the little ones to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not.” 

Frequently did the Sisters note with wonderment, 
the motherly services lavished upon some poor little 
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creature whose condition called for particular atten- 
tion. Nor did the youthful minds of those happy chil- 
dren fail to realize the fact that Sister was their true 
friend; they loved her dearly, and pathetically mourned 
her absence when illness eventually put an end to the 
sweet intercourse between the faithful infirmarian and 
her favored patients. 

The day previous to the good Sister’s death, while 
playing outside, one of the babies exclaimed: “Oh! 
see how lovely the sky is,’ and another replied: “Don't 
you know why? ’Cause the angels are coming to take 
_ Sister Clementine to heaven.” And the words proved 
prophetic, for on the following day, October 2, 1888, 
Feast of the Holy Angels, Sister M. Clementine was 
summoned to appear before the Great White Throne, 
where most likely, many innocent souls whose last 
journey she had endeavored to lighten, awaited her 
with a loving welcome. 

Year after year the number of girls increased, and 
Sister M. Francesca continued her labor of love. She 
did not stop at trifles, but in numerous ways for the 
betterment of buildings and property, put into effect 
the marvelous inventive genius with which her intel- 
ligence was endowed. 

Few are acquainted with the fact that this humble 
daughter of the “Poverello of Assisi” is responsible for 
the bread cutter, which in its perfected state, has be- 
come so popular. The needs of more than eleven hun- 
dred children which called for the consumption of sev- 
eral barrels of flour a day, inspired Sister Francesca 
with the desire to lessen the labor of cutting slices of 
bread for so many hungry mortals, so she devised a plan 
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by which, at one operation, a whole loaf was cut into 
several portions. 

This “little family’ commanded the constant atten- 
tion of dear Sister M. Francesca, who as procuratrix 
found sufficient matter for thought in supplying the 
enormous quantities of food, clothing and housing re- 
quired for so many. She continued to direct the af- 
fairs of not only the girls’ department, but also at- 
tended to the workmen employed in the different 
occupations about the house and grounds. Her kindly 
smile encouraged the weary, and afforded pleasure to 
all who approached her; especially the girls under her 
care, who recall with grateful love the large-hearted, 
motherly religious. 

On one occasion a fire was discovered in an old 
“wash-house,”’ adjacent to the baby girls’ dormitory; 
an alarm was given and in less than two minutes every 
baby had been carried to a place of safety, by the older 
girls who were trained to respond to any such em- 
ergency. The heroism of one particular girl on this 
occasion merited for her the admiration of the Sisters, 
and also a handsome reward from a lady who regarded. 
her act as most praiseworthy. Not satisfied with car- 
rying one baby as did the others, this girl placed one 
in her nightie, and holding the end with her teeth, took 
another on each arm and hurried out. Fortunately no 
damage ensued to aught but the old building which was 
completely demolished, and which in a short time was 
replaced by an up-to-date laundry. 

The housing problem continued a puzzling one, but 
good Mother M. Elizabeth and her able co-workers — 
succeeded in providing suitable accommodations for — 
the ever-increasing miniature army. 
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The supervision and physical care of these youthful 
protégés, supplied by the indefatigable energy of zealous 
missionaries who had hearkened to the voice of the 
Beloved which bade them: “Forget thy people and thy 
father’s house,” manifested the tender solicitude of 
Almighty God who inspired generous souls with a spirit 
of self-sacrifice and loving kindness for His poor. 

Upon entering the girls’ premises are to be seen two 
large dormitories filled with tiny beds of such dazzling 
whiteness, that one wonders how it is possible to pre- 
serve a condition so excellent in its appointments. 
There are several such sleeping rooms, each set off 
according to the age of its occupants. Under the 
supervision of a Sister, the older girls arrange the beds 
and put all in order before school time each morning. 
Every dormitory contains a small grilled room for the 
Sister Prefect. 

On the first floor an up-to-date kitchen, equipped 
with all modern appliances, furnishes the adjoining 
dining-room with well-prepared, seasonable food in gen- 
erous quantity. Meals are served on round white 
porcelain-topped tables accommodating six persons each. 
Here, as in all places of assembly the Sisters’ super- 
vision is in evidence. 

A separate dining-room for the use of very young 
children is provided with low seats and tables, con- 
formable to the size of the dear little folk who appear 
quite important in their special salon, which is but a 
few paces from their living-room, a cozy well-lighted 
apartment supplied with tiny rocking chairs, a goodly 
supply of dolls, etc., and a Victrola which furnishes 
music for the quaintest dances and songs imaginable. 
An impromptu entertainment by the inhabitants of 
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this particular realm is certainly enjoyable, and takes 
a grip on the heart-strings of the spectator not easily 
unraveled. 

Adjacent to the dining-room is the Bake Shop; a 
most essential department presided over by “James, 
the Baker,” who for forty-six years has directed the 
labor of providing excellent bread, cake and pies for 
Saint Joseph’s\ protégés. 

Previous to the death of Father Kinkead an impos- 
ing spectacle was witnessed by a number of inves- 
tigators who visited the institution. Every one of the 
twelve hundred and more, young and old, large and 
small, even a poor little crippled child who was carried 
in, appeared on the stage in the large auditorium. 
This array was designated: “A peep at the family’; 
certainly a worth-while “peep.” 

In June, 1907, a contract with the New York Central 
Railroad Company entitled that corporation to a water 
grant, and a strip of land on the west side of the tracks, 
for which the community received the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. This money was used in partial 
payment for the Secor Farm (Saint Joseph’s Villa) and 
Saint Joseph’s School Building which was begun in the 
same year and completed in January of 1909. An occa- 
sion of great rejoicing ensued, as heretofore the boys 
and girls had been taught in classrooms situated in their 
separate residential buildings. Now they may sally 
forth from their several “living-rooms,’ and feel like 
those in more fortunate circumstances who, when the 
proper time arrives, don their outdoor garments, pick 
up their book-satchel and trip off to school. A very 
pleasing sight is that which presents itself each morning 
and afternoon when the numerous bands of book-laden 
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little students patter back or forth to the school on 
the hill. 

This imposing structure is situated on a prominence 
overlooking the entire group of buildings at Mount 
Saint Francis. It contains eighteen commodious, well- 
lighted, perfectly equipped classrooms; up to date in 
every respect; a large assembly hall; supply rooms on 
each floor; a band room wherein are stored the musical 
instruments of Saint Joseph’s Orchestra and where prac- 
tice and lessons are conducted. In two separate rooms 
are displayed some of the needle work, drawings, paint- 
ings and printing of the boys and girls, many of whom 
have become proficient in these arts, and have been re- 
warded by prizes and honorable mention at different 
contests and exhibits. In the Peekskill Centennial Cele- 
bration of July, 1916, commemorative of the granting of 
the first charter on April 17, 1816, Saint Joseph’s Home 
Float, “Religion and Art,” won first prize, and pre- 
viously at the St. Louis Exhibit several prizes were 
awarded. 

A library of well-furnished shelves contains a supply 
of books pertaining to all subjects suitable to the youth- 
_ ful reader. In addition to the ordinary school educa- 
tion, pupils who have been successful in the Regents 
examination are permitted to attend High School, or 
the Business School conducted by the Franciscan Sis- 
ters in New York City. 

Some of the older boys are taught tailoring, shoe- 
making, baking, carpentry or plumbing; the girls learn 
domestic science and domestic art, lace making, em- 
broidery, etc., and as a reward for industry and correct 
deportment, instrumental music. All share in the voice 
culture instructions imparted by one of the Sisters, 
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several of whom have qualified as teachers of the 
Justine Ward Method. 

Saint Joseph’s School was among the first—if not 
the first—in connection with an institution to be placed 
under the Board of Regents, and it has been rated by 
them as one of the finest schools in New York State. 

This in a great measure is due to the Principal, 
Sister M. Stanislaus, Downs, a graduate of New York’s 
old City College. The energetic zeal of this talented 
religious acted as a spur to the corps of excellent 
teachers, who emulated her efforts to bring the school 
to its high standard of efficiency. 

Sister M. Stanislaus possessed in an eminent degree 
the art of enforcing discipline. Her quiet dignified 
bearing was sufficient to secure and maintain order. 
She was extremely kind and lowly while one of the most 
talented of the Sisters. 

Once when visiting a class in the primary grade, 
Sister corrected the little ones for using “us” instead 
of “we.” “You should say we are, not us are.” After 
some drilling the break was again made, and Sister 
walking off said: “Oh! I shall leave you.” The dear 
children did not wish to wound their patient friend, 
and called after her: ‘Ah! Sister, come back to we.” 

The health of Sister M. Stanislaus became impaired, 
and she was relieved from duty. After several months 
of submissive suffering, the voice of her heavenly 
Spouse bade her come to receive the reward of her 
earnest labors on July 15, 1920. 

A wide playground furnished with swings, giant- 
strides, see-saws and other appliances, together with 
a merry-go-round propelled by electricity supply an im- 
portant factor in child life. Opposite the playground a 
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path leads to the lake, or as the boys term it, the 
swimming pool. This is an area of two hundred fifteen 
feet long and fifty-seven feet wide. The floor slants 
from six to two and one half feet, thus affording safety 
to large and small. The water which is conveyed from 
the Hudson River in pipes operated by hydraulic 
pumps, is aérated, chlorinated and sand filtered. 

Sixty separate dressing apartments provide accommo- 
_ dation for the respective classes that daily avail them- 
selves of a swim. All except the very young children 
are taught swimming, and in the winter time skating 
is enjoyed instead. On a pillar at one end of the lake, 
a large statue of the Guardian Angel keeps watch over 
the youthful companies, and right well prevents any 
grave accident. 

On the return trip, Saint Joseph’s Hose House stands 
to the right, and within a few yards thence a three story 
building occupies a separate site. This is the infirmary 
which is equipped with all the appliances of a well- 
appointed hospital. On separate floors, private rooms 
or wards are provided for the use of boys and girls, 
with a competent Sister infirmarian in constant attend- 
ance. A glass-inclosed operating room, a dentistry, 
an X-Ray room and one for optical work furnish ample 
facilities to the specialists who make daily visits, or as 
their services may be required in their respective de- 
partments. 

Although from time to time Saint Joseph’s has been 
visited by illness in the divers forms peculiar to child- 
hood, seldom has developed any disease of a very 
serious character. This is attributed to the ever-con- 
stant series of devotional exercises which in connection 
with the best possible care and supervision are prac- 
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ticed to avert illness or accident. The rosary, proces- 
sions and special devotions are held in honor of the 
Immaculate Mother of God, and of great Saint Joseph 
in the respective months dedicated to their honor. Saint 
Anthony the wonder-worker, is invoked on almost every 
occasion of emergency, and Saint Roch is implored to 
protect from all contagion. 

Older boys are permitted to join the Junior Holy 
Name Society, and younger ones, the Sodality of Saint 
Aloysius. The girls enjoy the honor and privilege of 
being members of the first sodality established in the 
institution. The Children of Mary always have oc- 
cupied a prominent position in the spiritual life of the 
place, and have manifested a marked devotedness to 
their beautiful Mother. May they never forget the 
lessons of tender love imbibed under the direction of 
religious, who themselves are wholly enraptured with 
love for their Immaculate Queen. 

Younger girls claim the Sodality of the Holy Angels, 
while recently another sodality has been organized in 
honor of Saint Thérése of the Child Jesus. This So- 
dality, supposed to be the first named for the “Little 
Flower” being formed only six months after her canon- 
ization, has the approbation of His Eminence, Patrick, 
Cardinal Hayes. Its object is to foster devotion to the 
Little Flower that she may exercise a special care over 
the youthful hearts entrusted to her. 

For both boys and girls, the regular routine study of 
Christian Doctrine is enhanced by annual retreats and — 
monthly sodality meetings. Although no one is co- | 
erced, all are encouraged to adopt frequent and even 
daily communion, which is practiced by quite a few. 
On Sunday the chapel is filled at each of two Masses 
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with children whose well-trained voices resound through 
the vaulted space, and chant in most pleasing accents 
their hymns of praise and adoration. 

During all these various activities, the ruling power 
was dear Saint Joseph, in whom Mother M. Elizabeth 
placed implicit confidence as keeper of the convent 
finances. “Saint Joseph never fails,’ her favorite say- 
ing, allowed no room for doubt when any fresh project 


_ presented itself for consideration. 


Periodically some new phase of beneficence emanated 
from the fertile brain of the humble religious whose 
eyes were oft bedimmed with tears of joy, as she be- 
held the remarkable results accruing from the labors 
of her devoted Sisters, ever faithful to their posts of 
love under every circumstance. 

And well might she rejoice; so many souls preserved 
in innocence; so many adoring, loving and serving God; 
sO many approaching Jesus in His sweet Sacrament 
Divine; joining their young voices to the angelic choirs 
in their hymns of praise and love, which ever cheer 
and fill the human heart with courage and renewed 
strength. 

In 1914 the sunny hills and shady vales of Peekskill 
reechoed the songs and laughter of 657 boys and 628 
girls, a total of 1,285; in ages ranging from two to 
sixteen years; while one hundred and some gray- 
garbed nuns aided by several reliable assistants, stu- 
diously endeavored to sustain an atmosphere of hap- 
piness on the “Mount of Peace.” 

The Sisters delight to recall the generous zeal and 
tender mother-love bestowed upon this vast army of 
dependents, and the little ones’ abiding love for their 
“Mother ’Lizabet.” 
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In the memorable Charity Investigation of 1916, 
Saint Joseph’s Home was free from any adverse crit- 
icism, and its educational system received congratula- 
tory comments from the New York Board of Regents. A 
number of boys with the training they received at the 
school as a basis, have won honors in the universities 
of the United States, and stand high in professional, 
political and business careers. 

A few gleanings from the daily press show the patriot- 
ism displayed during the world war. “On the after- 
noon of November 22nd, the little colony of exiled 
Belgians at Saint Joseph’s Home, Peekskill, N. Y. cele- 
brated the return of their King to Brussels. No more 
enthusiastic band could be found on that day than the 
little ones who gathered to partake of the sumptuous — 
repast prepared for them by the Sisters. 

“The table was decorated with flowers, and with the 
Stars and Stripes the Belgian flag was prominent. 
Could King Albert have glanced into the dining-room 
where the young patriots were assembled, and seen the 
happy faces and bright eyes gleaming—for the children 
fully understood the meaning of the celebration—it 
surely would have added a new joy to his royal heart.” 
(Saint Joseph’s is in possession of a personal letter 
from His Majesty, King Albert.) 

“Joseph Kennedy, who was killed in France on 
July 20, was a Saint Joseph’s Home boy, having lived 
there for twelve years. This morning at 8:30 a requiem 
Mass was offered for the repose of his soul by Rev. 
W. B. J. Daly, chaplain. The Sisters in charge speak 
in the highest words of praise of the deceased soldier, 
and feel proud in the thought that a Saint Joseph’s boy 
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was the first Peekskill boy to give up his life upon the 
altar of freedom. 

“There are three gold stars in Saint Joseph’s service 
flag, and many boys from Saint Joseph’s Home in the 
service, the Sisters hear from them frequently.” 

When this book was about to be sent to the pub- 
lisher the following extract came to hand: ‘Pleasant 
tasks very often fall to the president of the village and 


his co-workers, the board of trustees; but this week 


brought one that will last longest perhaps of the many 
that have been thrust upon them outside of the regular 
routine of village work for the year 1926, which has 
been crowded full of constructive achievements, when 
an inspection of Saint Joseph’s Home was made, the 
invitation having come through the home officials some 
time back and this day being selected off-hand because 
most of the village board could be present. 

“Dr. Hickson F. Hart, who is not only a village 
trustee, but the home physician as well, marshalled 
President James K. Apgar and Trustees Everett Young, 
William Ingersoll, and Thomas C. Gardner on Wednes- 
day afternoon and led them to the delightful spot on 
the east bank of the Hudson, made beautiful by nature 
and exceedingly useful by the Franciscan Sisters. 

“At the home the official visiting body was welcomed 
by Sister M. Celestine, Mother Superior, and Sister M. 
Charles Borromeo, the genial principal of the school. 
Then began a tour of the buildings that proved truly a 
revelation to these men who thought until that time 
that they knew all about Peekskill. 

“After visiting the beautiful chapel, enriched by won- 
derful paintings and further enhanced at this time with 
decorations of the holiday season and the manger scene, 
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the business office was thrown open and the system of 
records which will reveal the life history of every child 
that has come under the watchful care of the Sisters 
was explained. It took but a few moments to realize 
just why this system has been made the model for 
similar institutions in this and other states. 

“Each group of children from the youngest to the 
oldest has not only its individual classroom and 
dormitory, but also a large airy room that they call 
‘home’ where they have their indoor recreation and, 
strange as it may seem to most of us, so many truly 
home advantages. 

“It is holiday time here, too, and in each ‘home’ 
there are Christmas trees beautifully decorated, and | 
from the bountiful supply of presents to be seen on all — 
sides it was apparent at a glance that Saint Nicholas 
had a very busy night here. 

“The impressive array of small and larger beds in 
the dormitories presents a scene in itself that must be 
looked upon to be truly appreciated. Row after row, 
immaculate in their whiteness, make one think of fresh 
drifted snow, only at the same time the thought is in 
a measure dispelled by their exceeding warmth and 
coziness. 

“Dr. Hart’s chief pride, naturally, is in the infirmary 
where the youngsters come under his trained observa- 
tion, and from the very few patients to be found there, 
this pride, it was clear, is well-founded. 

“Here is to be found an operating room and dental 
laboratory such as may be seen only in the most up-to- 
date hospitals, and sharing with Dr. Hart in this great 
work is a staff of competent physicians that comprise 
the names of Dr. R. W. Moe, Dr. William M. Carhart, 
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Dr. A. E. Phin, and Dr. Harold H. Golding, assisted, 
of course, by the wonderful work of the Sisters. 

“All were naturally impressed with the healthy, 
happy-looking children to be seen on all sides, and 
it took this visit to the infirmary to prove that all 
were ideally healthy and happy. 

“The rooms where power machines are installed and 
where the girls are taught to sew called forth highest 
praise from all, especially after the manufactured 
articles were inspected. The boys, too, share in this 
work and turn out blouses such that any housewife 
could point to with pride as her own handiwork. 

“In the bakery is ample evidence of the reason why 
all the children looked so healthy and happy; for in 
this department, presided over by the capable and ef- 
ficient James J. Trainor, was seen and examined the 
bread that bears the true ‘homemade’ stamp, as do 
also the pies and other creations of the baker’s art. 
Here each day many barrels of flour are turned into 
good things that delight and nourish the hundreds of 
youngsters; a bread-slicing machine that turned whole 
loaves into slices at the rate of 400 a minute demon- 
strated that efficiency here as in all departments was 
carried out to the highest degree. 

“Time was not had to complete the inspection, so the 
president and board are looking forward to the day that 
is to:come when they will have more revealed to them. 

“Trustee Young very aptly summed up the situa- 
tion when he remarked to Sister Celestine that there 
‘was just one fault he could see, the Peekskill people 
do not know enough about the Home.’ ” 


CHAPTER V. 


Saint Joseph’s Reception House—The Shadow of the 
Cross—General Description of Mount Saint Francis. 


N March 24, 1896, a valuable piece of property 

was purchased at 12 West 129th Street, New 
York City, for the sum of thirty thousand dollars. 
This property consists of a three story brick and frame 
mansion, set back quite a distance from the sidewalk, 
and surrounded by a spacious lawn. 

Rev. James W. Power, pastor of All Saints’ Parish, 
New York City, and Rev. Thomas L. Kinkead, chaplain 
at Mount Saint Francis, Peekskill, negotiated the trans- 
action which appeared to be almost miraculous on ac- 
count of inadequate funds. But dear Saint Joseph 
interceded with Divine Providence; the purchase was 
accomplished, and the building opened as a reception 
house for children who were assigned to Saint Joseph’s 
Home at Peekskill. 

Here poor little waifs of the city were received al- 
most daily; countless they seemed in number, but the 
Divine Master knew them all, and so did the Sisters. 
Heroic sacrifices were required in this charitable work, 
during those days when there were no such aids as are 
procurable at present. Little forlorn, hungry and neg- 
lected children, with tousled heads and unkempt bodies, 
were constantly arriving to claim the Sisters’ attention. 

In the sweet spirit of charity the Sisters shirked not 
these lowly tasks, but remembering the words of our 
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Lord: “What you do unto one of these my little ones 
you do unto Me” with loving tenderness they minis- 
tered to every need of soul and body. 

This work continues to the present time, and al- 
though conditions are vastly improved, the children 
are greatly benefited by the warm baths and ceaseless 
care—frequently calling for a sleepless night—be- 
stowed upon them during their time of probation. 

Here, as in all houses of the community, the Sisters 
are encouraged by the presence of our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. A beautiful chapel dedicated to 
Our Lady of Angels, supplies a trysting place for tired, 
loving souls. 

As time advanced and girls at Saint Joseph’s, Peek- 
skill, were old enough to be employed, arrangements 
were made to utilize the two frame houses facing on 
128th Street as a boarding place for these and other 
girls who had no settled home. 

These two houses had been added to the property 
at 129th Street in 1899, and served the purpose for 
which they were intended until 1917 when some changes 
took place which will be mentioned later. 

—The Shadow of the Cross. In 1905 the community — 
was called upon to mourn the departure of Sister M. 
Francesca, Morrissey. Her indefatigable energy of will 
for a long while supplied the lack of physical vigor. 
She was a woman of observably large physique, and 
toward the end a stout walking cane assisted her to 
make daily trips. She experienced great delight in 
listening to the children sing the beautiful hymns taught 
them by.the Sisters. At times of retreat before enter- 
ing upon the “Exercises,” she would leave orders to 
have a number of girls assemble at certain times, and 
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sing her favorite hymns so that she might listen while 
seated on the balcony underneath. 

Her great-hearted welcome for the Sisters on their 
return from the missions had become a pleasurable 
anticipation, and many a young Sister became heart- 
ened by the stimulating encouragement received from 
this generous religious. In her circle of duties she en- 
deavored to make the spiritual and corporal works go 
together, and in her last moments, with touching sim- 
plicity she requested one of the Sisters to sing her 
favorite hymn: “Stay, Dearest Lord, abide with me.” 

For years her daily prayer had been that God might 
enable her to help herself until His summons would 
bid all earthly cares depart, and lovingly did the Divine 
Spouse hearken to the request of His trustful suppliant, 
who realized that it would be a physical impossibility 
for any person to raise her were she unable to assist. 

Surrounded by her prayerful, sorrowing Sisters, she 
breathed forth her beautiful soul on January 31st. Her 
requiem was held in the large reception room, as the 
renovation of the chapel prevented any services therein. 
Even the bell that tolls at the departure of a Sister was 
silent, and the children who so dearly loved her were 
grouped inside their classroom windows to take a last 
farewell of their truly magnanimous friend. Sad in- 
deed was the cortége that moved oh; so slowly adown 
the snowy hillside, as the casket-laden sleigh conveyed 
its precious burden to the Sisters’ cemetery, there to 
await the angels’ call to a glad resurrection. 

The death of this remarkable woman deprived the 
community of a valued member of rare intellectual en- 
dowment. In scanning the early records of the com- 
munity, one is impressed by its good fortune in having 
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several of such members. Sister M. Francesca was suc- 
ceeded by Sister M. Antonia, McBride, who later was 
appointed Superioress at All Saints, New York City. 

Six eventful months elapsed and again the angel of 
death visited Mount Saint Francis. When it had be- 
come necessary to enlarge the convent chapel, Rev. 
Father Kinkead designed the change and undertook its 
accomplishment, but illness prevented the fulfillment 
of his desire. 

After enduring with admirable patience and resigna- 
tion the pains imposed upon him by a loving Master, 
he departed this life on July 26, 1905, lamented not only 
by the Sisters and children, but by numerous persons 
who had been recipients of his benefits, and by digni- 
taries of the Church whose esteem for their beloved 
colleague had attained the highest order. The chapel 
that had been to him an object of profound interest 
was draped in mourning for his solemn requiem which 
was celebrated by his life-long friend, the Rev. Remigius 
Lafort, while the final absolution was imparted by His 
Grace Archbishop Farley in presence of an immense 
congregation of priests and laity. 

In deference to an expressed desire of Father Kinkead, 
his precious remains repose in the vault directly under 
the altar, which spot he had previously selected as his 
place of interment. Sacred to his memory an orna- 
mental bronze tablet has been placed at the entrance 
to the chapel. This will ever gratefully recall the noble 
qualities of a truly Christ-like, faithful, devoted pastor. 

According to an account which appeared in the news- 
papers at the time of his death, “Father Kinkead was 
first supervisor of the Catholic Charities. He put into 
operation the Catholic Home Bureau to provide homes 
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for boys and girls. He organized the Guild of the In- 
fant Saviour for the benefit of mothers with infants, 
and was instigator of the movement which led to the 
establishment of the Children’s Courts. As chairman 
of important committees of many state and national 
charitable organizations, his presence was always in 
demand at their conventions. 

“At the St. Louis Exposition, Father Kinkead was 
awarded a magnificent gold medal for being ‘foremost 
in the charitable work of America.’” This fact had 
never been made public, the recipient being so humble 
that he never displayed the medal nor ever referred 
to it. Dr. Potter of the Comptroller’s office in New 
York City was appointed as special delegate to present | 
the medal. 

The demise of this energetic priest entailed a tremen- 
dous loss to Mother M. Elizabeth, although she pos- 
sessed the highest esteem and generous cooperation of 
many distinguished ecclesiastics. His Eminence, John 
M. Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York, pre- 
vious, and subsequent to his elevation to the Cardinal- 
ate, evinced a fatherly interest in the concerns of Mount 
Saint Francis where he was a frequent guest. At times 
he spent there several days, when he might be met 
walking at a brisk pace around the lake or through the 
winding paths of the convent grounds, either alone or 
accompanied by one of the resident priests. 

His Eminence presided at many of the ceremonies 
held in the beautiful chapel of Saint Margaret, which — 
had been enlarged, and which amid scenes of splendor 
was dedicated by him in June, 1905. 

Another staunch friend, who as Trustee and General 
Counsellor, invariably contributed his valuable aid in 
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the various enterprises undertaken for the advance- 
ment of material success, and, what is of yet greater 
value, directed many desirable, competent candidates 
to the novitiate where they became ardent, earnest mis- 
sionaries, was the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Matthew Taylor, 
Pastor of the Church of the Blessed Sacrament in New 
York City. 

This distinguished, saintly priest with the Rev. James 
H. Curran, D.D., pastor of the Church of the Assump- 
tion, Peekskill, and Rev. Remy Lafort, D.D., chaplain 
at Mount Saint Francis, constituted a capable, intensely 
interested group of revered counsellors. 

The last named, at one time professor in Saint 
Joseph’s Provincial Seminary at Troy, N. Y., had been 
assistant to Rev. Thomas L. Kinkead and succeeded 
him to the chaplaincy in 1905. From that period until 
his death in 1917, this learned, pious priest continued 
to emulate the estimable conduct of his worthy pred- 
ecessor. His remains repose in the convent vault 
beside those of Rev. Father Kinkead, and it is hoped 
that both enjoy the reward promised to the just servants 
who, “having been found faithful in small things were 
placed over many,’ and so have entered into eternal 
felicity. 

—General Description of Mount Saint Francis. 
To present a complete account of Mount Saint Francis 
would require a much more extensive volume than is 
here proposed, therefore a general description may suf- 
fice as far as brevity will permit. 

Within short walking distance of the railway station 
at Peekskill one may enter a side path which leads to 
the hill-top, or if following the public street, he will 
perceive a large entrance flanked on either side by 
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granite pillars, and in chiseled letters the legend: 
“Mount Saint Francis,” on one side, on the other: 
“Franciscan Sisters.” 

A few paces further is the chaplain’s residence, erected 
in 1885. This, a three-story brick building containing 
comfortable, sunny apartments with a balcony over- 
looking the Hudson, provides a suitable abode for res- 
ident and visiting clergy. 

A winding driveway leads to the front entrance of 
the administration building, the original convent and 
academy, whose antique radiators and chandeliers be- 
token a splendor of bygone days. Here is installed one 
of the finest record systems to be found in existence. 
At a moment’s notice one may procure a complete entry 
for persons who resided at Saint Joseph’s over a half 
century ago. In fact this department might be termed 
a “Hall of Records.” 

Adjacent to this are general offices and that of the 
supervisor of Saint Joseph’s Home, Sister M. Celestine, 
an untiring worker in the advancement of all, both as 
to intellectual and material requirements, and who is 
well known throughout the country for her active par- 
ticipation in all conferences and other matters relat- 
ing to child welfare. A suite of reception parlors, an 
extensive library and the priests’ dining-room occupy 
space on the first floor, while situated on the floors above 
are guest rooms and those set apart for the Rev. Mother 
Provincial. 

Passing by the several places described in a preced- 
ing chapter you arrive at the auditorium with its seat- 
ing capacity of tooo. Here are held annual graduation 
exercises, lectures, moving pictures and other entertain- 
ments. Underneath, a laundry fitted up with electric 
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tubs, wringers, dryers, mangles and all the other labor- 
saving devices which help to make matters easier, is 
kept in almost continuous motion. A covered balcony 
from which extend numberless clothes lines that are 
operated on immense pulleys, affords protection to those 
“hanging out.’ These pulleys are the contrivance of 
Mr. James J. Donovan, for many years engineer and 
general superintendent at Mount Saint Francis. 

On entering the boiler rooms one finds food for medi- 
tation while gazing upon several massive furnaces that 
generate steam with which the entire group of buildings 
is heated. Here, too, is found the dynamo with its 
wonderful array of switches and appurtenances. 

In another direction, ice is manufactured in large 
tubes; pipes extend to cooling rooms and a modern 
refrigeration plant for the preservation of milk and » 
meat in immense quantities, while near by Mr. Shoe- 
maker has his well-equipped establishment, where he 
and his assistants are constantly employed in repair- 
ing, or in making new shoes for their regular customers. 

Situated in this vicinity are storerooms, barn, stables, 
garages and a complete plumbing shop, where various 
utensils are fashioned. 

The zealous chaplain, Rev. Francis F. Donnelly and 
his able assistant, the Rev. William T. Connolly exert 
a kindly interest in all these community concerns. 
They celebrate Mass at the convent and at the “Villa,” 
preach, hear confessions, and impart religious instruc- 
tion in the beautiful chapel which was reconstructed in 
1905. This house of prayer reflects, not only the intel- 
ligence and masterfulness of the artist who designed it, 
but also a truly Franciscan spirit which, while in imi- 
tation of Saint Francis Seraphic, observing holy poverty 
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in all else is never sparing in the adornment of God’s 
dwelling place. 

In rear of the high altar, a gift of Mrs. Cornelius 
Gallagher an old time friend of the Sisters, a painting 
charmingly executed in Fresco represents our Lord 
appearing to Saint Margaret Mary, that perfect adorer 
to whom her Divine Spouse gave as a special patron 
of devotion to His Sacred Heart, the humble Saint 
Francis of Assisi, that most ardent of lovers. 

Above our Lady’s altar, the Angel Gabriel salutes 
the Blessed Virgin; opposite, shepherds adore the new- 
born Saviour. Over the side chapel, formerly the 
sanctuary, dear Saint Francis is shown receiving from 
our Lord through the intercession of our Blessed Lady, 
the wonderful indulgence of the Portiuncula; and be- 
yond, the Angels of the Eucharist are represented offer- 
ing homage to the Sacred Host. In panels on the ceiling 
of the chapel proper are pictured Saint Francis the 
patriarch, Saint Anthony of Padua the great wonder 
worker, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary patroness of the 
Third Order, and Saint Margaret of Cortona the illus- 
trious Franciscan penitent and patroness of the chapel. 
In this instance it may well be said: “I have loved 
O Lord, the beauty of Thy house, and the place where 
Thy glory dwelleth.” (Ps. xxx, 8) 

An abundance of choice lilies and other blossoms 
from a remarkably productive conservatory on the 
verdant hillside, adorn the main altar whereon in 
“Daily Exposition” is enthroned our Eucharistic King. 
This precious privilege was granted to Rev. Mother 
General by His Holiness, Pope Pius XI with whom 
His Eminence, our beloved Cardinal Hayes, has most 
graciously concurred in permitting the coveted favor. 
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Here the Sisters find supreme delight in spending 
hours of adoration before their Prisoner of Love, when 
they have ample opportunity to offer petitions in behalf 
of poor sinners and for worthy benefactors. Many are 
the wonderful favors obtained during these precious 
moments of union with God and His Immaculate 
Mother, who never is separated from Him in the homage 
and love of a true Franciscan. 

In their respective places are the side altars, donated 
by Mr. John Dobbins and Mr. James Hynes; the pews 
are a gift of Miss Mary Alice McKenny, a former 
pupil of Ladycliff Academy, while the windows were 
presented by relatives of the Sisters. 

In this magnificently decorated edifice, the Sisters 
assemble daily at stated times for their regular com- 
munity exercises. Herein take place semi-annually, 
the impressive ceremonies of clothing and Profession, 
which functions are preceded by a retreat of eight full 
days, conducted by a Retreat Master chosen from one 
of the Religious Orders. 

During Christmas time many visitors wend their 
way to the magnificent crib, a marvel of splendor oc- 
cupying the entire space of a side chapel, and exhibit- 
ing rays of the rising sun and the miraculous star over 
the town of Bethlehem. The figure of our Infant 
Saviour shown here, is a cherished object in the com- 
munity for the past sixty-one years. 

Although this exquisitely arranged tableau is far 
from being a replica of the poor deserted stable to which 
the angels conducted the shepherds on the first Christ- 
mas morn, it brings out in vivid picturesqueness the 
idea which Saint Francis had in mind, when on the 
hills of Greccio he erected the first crib, to instill devo- 
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tion into the hearts of men for the Divine Saviour, who 
became a little child through love of His fallen crea- 
tures. 

Underneath the chapel are two vaults, each contain- 
ing one hundred and twenty compartments. Herein is 
a place of repose for the remains of all members of the 
community including those who may die at any of the 
Missions in the United States. Outside the chapel, 
leading to the vault is a facsimile of the Grotto of 
Lourdes. The altar herein contains a portion of the 
rock upon which stood our Blessed Lady when she ap- 
peared and said to the humble little peasant girl, 
Blessed Bernadette, “I am the Immaculate Conception.” 
On August 15, 1917, His Grace, the Most Rev. Arch- 
bishop Hayes, blessed the Grotto, consecrated the altar 
and celebrated Mass in presence of the whole com- 
munity and several hundred children of Saint Joseph’s 
Home. It is most edifying to note that each passer-by 
while proceeding before this cherished spot either stops 
to offer a prayer, or simply salutes our Blessed Lady. 

South of the chapel is the convent. This contains 
a commodious community-room, a comprehensive 
library, spacious classrooms and comfortable cells for 
the professed Sisters; a suitable kitchen in close con- 
nection with a capacious refectory; a well-supplied in- 
firmary, and a recreation balcony from which opens an 
electrically operated elevator for the convenience of the 
senior Sisters. 

Many of these prefer to use the old-fashioned method 
of climbing the stairway, as they say: “in our time there 
were no such contrivances in vogue for Franciscans.” 

A separate novitiate chapel, assembly room, library, 
classrooms and cells are set apart for the novices and 
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postulants, who here spend one year each of probation 
and noviceship, while they pursue the courses held in 
religious and secular education, and where they are 
exercised in all the duties of their vocation before being 
admitted to holy profession, after which they remain 
two more years as novices. Regularly a large number 
of happy, earnest novices display a beautiful spirit of 
generosity by offering daily prayers that others may 
join them, and experience the hundredfold already 
granted by the Sacred Heart of their loving Spouse. 

Farther down the vale may be seen the cemetery, 
wherein repose the remains of Sisters who died previous 
to the year 1908. Each grave being marked by a simple 
cross bearing the name of the Sister and the date of her 
death. 

On the slope of an adjoining hill, indulgenced Stations 
of the Cross mark a rugged ascent. Here occasionally, 
may be perceived a white-veiled band of novices wend- 
ing their way to “Calvary”; a sacred spot on top of 
a wooded grove, where a large crucifixion group termi- 
nates the journey thither. 


Let us wend our way to yon shady hill 
That the sylvan glades surround, 

Where no flowing stream, nor rippling rill 
Fer disturb the scene profound. 


See, the rocks e’en gape as in silent awe 
They up-braid the hearts of clay, 

Which ofttimes prove by ungrateful deeds 
To be formed less kind than they. 


CHAPTER VI. 
Ladycliff-on-the-Hudson. 


ADYCLIFF—The name itself breathes charm and 
beauty. It is reminiscent of knighthood days when 
noble lords marched forth astride their fiery chargers, 
bearing aloft their lady’s banner to remind them of the 
honor to be sought in the conflict. 

But never did royal maiden wield a sceptre over 
hearts more loyal than those who bow before the 
beauteous “Lady of the Cliff,’ the glorious Virgin 
Queen of Heaven whose subjects know that fairer grace, 
nor lovelier form was ever praised by princely knight, 
or sung by raptured troubadour. 

For long years romance had woven its web about 
this historic spot overhanging the lordly river, whose 
waters were discovered by the adventurous Gomez on 
the Feast-day of his sainted countryman, in consequence 
of which he named it “Rio San Antonio.” It is a 
matter of tradition that the children of Saint Francis 
have ever succeeded in locating amongst the fairest 
scenes of nature, as surely befits disciples of him who 
so fully appreciated the visible works of his Master. 
Nor could his own Umbrian Mountains, where ancient 
legends picture Francis chanting psalms of praise to 
God for the beauties spread around, surpass this new 
home in the Hudson Highlands, which the energy and 
foresight of the Rev. T. L. Kinkead and the Rev. 
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Francis, Peekskill, N. Y. secured for the Franciscan 
Sisters. 

For the greater part of the last century this ideal 
place had been familiar throughout the length and 
breadth of the land as a favorite summer resort for 
those who could afford its luxury and exclusiveness. 
In its earlier days as “Cozzen’s Hotel,” and later in 
the nineties, encomiums of its excellence were still de- 
lectable reading in the columns of the New York 
Herald, where an enthusiastic correspondent declares: 
“Cranston’s is yet the King-pin of summer resorts on 
the Hudson, and surely there is no such spot in the 
wide, wide world. Not on the Rhine or the Rhone 
have I seen in my travels anything so captivating.” 

But for those who knew Ladycliff as “Cranston’s” 
what a surprise would greet them were they to visit 
it at present. Apparent are the numerous improve- 
ments effected since that eventful January 4, 1900, 
which saw the formal transfer of the world-famed 
hostelry, with all its appurtenances, to the Franciscan 
Sisters who had purchased all at a mortgage sale a few 
days previously. 

On September 11th of the same year, in presence of 
numerous prelates and guests, and with much ceremony 
the grounds were blessed, and the buildings dedicated 
by His Grace, the Rt. Rev. Archbishop Corrigan, who 
from time to time honored Ladycliff by his presence and 
whose blessing has been an abiding benediction through- 
out the intervening years. 

The work of renovation advanced steadily under the 
competent supervision of the Rev. Father Kinkead, 
while the great porch provided food for retrospection 
to each thoughtful visitor, who doubtless recalled the 
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countless others who had passed beneath the stately 
portico. 

How many names that were household words at that 
period are inscribed in the registry books within, Pre- 
sident, statesman and soldier have left on these pages 
testimony that: “From southern, northern and western 
climes—Came throngs to Cranston’s in the good old 
times.” 

Perhaps the most interesting of all as it lives today in 
the recollection of the oldest inhabitant is President 
Lincoln’s visit as the guest of General Scott in 1861, 
when, history has recorded, he sought advice regarding 
the fateful struggle. | 

From the doorway, wherein our informant saw him | 
stand, the troubled gaze of the man destined to be | 
known as our first “Martyred President” rested on the 
wooded park that now reechoes the merry laughter of 
happy school girls. 

In the registry may also be seen the names of Gen- 
eral Sherman and the Prince of Wales, afterward King 
Edward VII of England. The widow of General U. S. 
Grant here spent several summers, and on July 16, 
1893, the aforesaid lady and Mrs. Jefferson Davis, 
two of the foremost and most talked about women of 
the land had their first meeting. What changes time 
brings. Here were two leading women, representatives 
of the North and the South, in pleasant conversation, 
past animosities buried in oblivion, the present peace- 
ful and calm as the exquisite landscape upon which they 
gazed from the veranda overlooking the glorious river, 
while to the mind of each the words of the poet must 
have come with painful intensity: 
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“Oh! for the touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still.” 


But is it only for its beauty that Ladycliff is re- 
nownedr No, indeed, nor is its glory all of the past, 
when these noted personages of whom we treat prom- 
enaded through its spacious corridors or commodious 
parlors. 

Since that January morn in 1900, the former haunts 
of wealth and pleasure have been chastened by the 
presence of the lowly daughters of “La Poverello,” 
and through majestic halls resound the cheery voices 
of youthful students, who with their secular knowledge 
imbibe also the truths of our holy religion, which 
teaches them to realize the rightful value of earthly 
things and prepares them to enjoy eternal happiness. 

Under the able direction of Sister M. Margaret, 
whose remarkable talents enabled her to cope with 
almost every phase of human life, the Academy of Our 
Lady of Angels had been advanced to a very prominent 
position in the educational field. And when, to permit 
expansion of its ever-increasing usefulness, circum- 
stances urged its removal from Mount Saint Francis, 
Sister M. Margaret was the first to agree with Rev. 
Mother M. Elizabeth that a favorable opportunity 
presented itself in the sale of the world-famed hostelry. 

In a true Franciscan Missionary spirit most pleasant 
relations were severed, and Sister M. Margaret with her 
devoted corps of teachers, departed with about sixty 
pupils from the loved retreat at Mount Saint Francis. 

Among those comprising the faculty assigned to the 
new Academy were Sister M. Adelaide, who had been 
assistant Principal for a long period, and who continued 
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in that capacity for many more succeeding years, to the 
pleasure and benefit of the young ladies with whom 
she was most popular until relieved in 1921; Sister 
M. Stanislaus who has been mentioned in a former 
chapter, Sister M. Pacifica, the art teacher; Sister M. 
Cecilia and Sister M. Sebastian, music teachers; and 
several others. 

The formal opening took place on September 11, 
1900, when the name: “Academy of Our Lady of 
Angels,” gave place to that of Ladycliff Academy, thus 
adhering to the guidance of our Blessed Mother, whose 
protection is ever sought and whose honor is ever dear. 

On this occasion a tour of inspection by the large 
number of guests afforded much pleasure to those in- | 
terested, and in the afternoon the pupils presented quite 
an elaborate program which was enjoyed by an appre- 
clative audience, including several distinguished priests, 
the Honorable John Bigelow and his daughter, and 
Professors Tillman and Edgerton of West Point. 

The exercises were held in what was formerly the 
main dining hall. A large platform artistically deco- 
rated with national emblems, plants and flowers oc- 
cupied one end of the spacious apartment. To the 
right of the stage were three pianos, the program 
being chiefly of a musical character. A piano duet 
introduced a chorus of twenty-five girls whose number 
was pronounced: “away above the average pupil in 
vocal culture.” A dainty address by one of the girls 
preceded another musical selection executed by six 
girls, two at each of the three pianos. An orchestral 
selection including seven violins and three cellos was 
followed by a sextet piano exercise and a violin duet 
with a few more numbers. The Rev. James Curran, 
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D.D. of Peekskill delivered a pleasing address and the 
pupils were ready to commence the labor of study. 

Applications for admission were frequent, among 
the first being the daughters of Col. Hein and Capt. 
Sands of West Point and Prof. Piano and Mr. Aloyse 
Oberle. 

The curriculum of that period shows that “‘the ele- 
mentary subjects taught in the Preparatory Depart- 
ment were continued on an advanced scale throughout 
the Academic, which included English, prose and poetry, 
rhetoric, literature—classic and modern—elocution, 
Latin, advanced arithmetic, algebra, geometry, book- 
keeping and business forms, natural sciences, physics, 
chemistry, botany, geology, physical geography, as- 
tronomy, Christian Doctrine, Bible interpretation, 
Church history, general history—ancient and modern 
—economics, civil government, logic, rudimentary phi- 
losophy; thus affording ample opportunity for a choice 
of subjects.” 

A department for boys under the age of twelve years 
affords an opportunity to parents and guardians to avail 
themselves of the advantages to be gained by sending 
their children, boys and girls, to the same school. 

The boys attending Ladycliff enjoy the unique dis- 
tinction of wearing a similar uniform to that worn by 
the cadets at West Point, and of being drilled in military 
tactics by an officer of that famous institution. The 
proficiency acquired under such excellent training is 
made clear by the soldierly bearing of the youthful 


_ Ladycliff Cadets who in their small way emulate the 


precision of their seniors. 
In both departments special courses are to be had 
in vocal and instrumental music, painting, em- 
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broidery, shorthand and typewriting; and the modern 
languages, French, German, Spanish, Italian. Par- 
ticular importance attached to religious and moral 
training, and much attention to good manners; per- 
sonal neatness and refinement being the order of the 
day. 

In June of roo1, Ladycliff was again honored by 
the presence of His Grace, the Most Rev. Archbishop 
Corrigan, D.D., who presided at the Closing Exer- 
cises, consisting of several musical numbers including 
a selection given by twelve girls, three at each of four 
pianos; the first act of “The Princess” by Tennyson; 
several orchestral numbers; a cantata, “The Silver 
Cloud,” and a grand chorus of twenty-five girls with 
solo and orchestral accompaniment. 

At the conclusion of the program, His Grace made 


a brief address in which he congratulated the students — 


upon their advancement, and commended the Sisters 
for “their splendid management of the academy.” He 
then distributed gold and silver medals to the happy 
recipients, and crowned fourteen, young ladies with 
clematis wreaths in recognition of excellence in lady- 
like deportment. 

Among the guests present on this occasion were Very 
Rev. Dean Lings of Yonkers; Rev. Dr. McCreedy; 
Rev. James W. Power; Rev. F. Mangan; Rev. F. 
Kerins; Rev. M. Fitzpatrick and Rev. J. Connolly, 
secretary to the Archbishop, all of New York; Rev. 
C. O’Keefe, Highland Falls; Rev. P. Clancy, Port 
Jervis; Rev. F. Jackson, Tompkins Cove; Rev. Dr. 
Curran and Rev. Thomas L. Kinkead, Peekskill; Rev. 
L. Wallace and Rev. F. Purcell, Jersey City; Rev. F. 
Xavier, Yonkers and Rev. Dr. D’Aquila, Newark. 
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Among the laity were Thomas Mulry, president of 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society, Frank Meany and Wil- 
liam F, Lynch of New York City; Lieutenant Braden, 
Principal of the National Preparatory Academy, Mrs. 
El. Mills and other ladies from West Point. 

The saintly Archbishop Corrigan continued to mani- 
fest his fatherly solicitude for the welfare of Lady- 
cliff until May 4, 1902, when it pleased God to sum- 
mon him to his eternal reward. It would seem that in 
quitting this earth he transmitted to his worthy suc- 
cessor, the esteemed Bishop Farley, afterwards Cardinal 
of the Church in New York, a generous portion of his 
unfeigned regard. 

The subjects taught in the several departments of 
Ladycliff embrace all that is necessary for a thorough 
and practical education in accord with the needs and 
ability of the pupils. Sister M. Margaret so arranged 
the regular curriculum of studies that, the transition 
from the elementary to the academic, so difficult to 
some pupils, became a pleasurable and easy action. 
The discipline, mild though firm, allowed particular 
opportunity for special attention to the temperament 
of individual pupils. Sister’s motto: “a sound mind 
in a sound body,’ demanded that, not only must the 
intellect be trained for noble works, but the body must 
be fitted to execute them. For this reason brief calis- 
thenic exercises were frequent to insure to each pupil 
a sufficient amount of physical effort, the extensive 
grounds affording every convenience for outdoor amuse- 
ments, and the natural healthfulness of the locality 
supplementing everything that might improve physical 
conditions. 

As the aim of true education is not merely to teach a 
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certain number of subjects, but to stimulate a desire for 
learning that will persevere through life; to inculcate 
habits of self-reliance and to impart a knowledge of 
the world that is not fantastic, but real, the develop- 
ment of heart and mind must be conducted in an en- 
vironment of proper influence. 

The study of books is indeed a huge part of school 
life, but it is not all. The whole surroundings, associa- 
tions and activities enter into the plan and shape its 
character. If these be elevating, virtuous and noble, 
the results will, as a rule, be good. Hence it is that 
study, recreation, music, public entertainments, recep- 
tions and recitals, all aim at the same end—the de- 
velopment of upright character and of virtuous, use- 
ful lives. 

The Sisters who from high and holy motives, have 
consecrated their lives to the cause of education, seek 
this end and no other in the training of their pupils. 
As evidence of these facts, the record of the year 
1904 shows that in the State Regents Examinations of 
that year thirty-five pupils attained a standing of 
ninety per cent or over in the several subjects. 

Steadily the school progressed in efficiency and num- 
bers so that in this year of 1904 we find one hundred 
seventy-eight pupils in attendance, and the community 
rejoicing over the completion of a beautiful new chapel. 
This sacred temple was dedicated on January 6th by 
His Grace, the Most Rev. John M. Farley, Archbishop 
of New York, when the occasion attracted a representa- 
tive assembly of clergymen and prominent laymen. 
The Celebrant of the Mass was the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
John Edwards, V.G. of New York; the Rev. Matthew 
Taylor, deacon; the Rev. James T. Curran, D.D., sub- 
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deacon; Masters of ceremonies, the Rev. James T. 
Lewis, secretary to the Archbishop, and the Rev. P. J. 
Clancy, Port Jervis, N. Y.; Deacons of honor to His 
Grace, the Very Rev. Richard L. Burtsell, D.D., V.F., 
Kingston, N. Y. and the Rev. C. R. Corley, P.R., 
Yonkers, N. Y. 

In the sanctuary were also the Rt. Rev. Michael J. 
Lavelle, V. G.; the Rev. P. J. Hayes, Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese of New York; the Very Rev. A. A. Lings, 
V.F., Yonkers; the Rev. Joseph H. McMahon, Ph.D.; 
mienmev, su.iNevins, C.S:P.; the Rev. M. Lally,: PiRy; 
the Rev. D. J. McMahon, D.D.; the Rev. R. Lafort, 
S.T.L., chaplain at Ladycliff; the Rev. T. A. Wallace, 
chancellor of Newark; the Rev. F. Justine, O.F.M.; 
the Rev. Daniel Burke, D.D.; the Rev. Peter Grein, 
C.S.S.R.; and the Rev. Thomas A. Thornton. 

The sermon delivered by the Rev. Dean McClancy 
of Rockland and Orange Counties delighted the as- 
semblage by its masterful oratorical completeness. 

Were Ladycliff not to have any drawbacks to relate 
in its history, some doubt of its stability might be en- 
tertained. But it has had its embarrassments in goodly 
number. A protracted litigation between the Board 
of Assessors of the Town of Highlands and the Fran- 
ciscan Sisters, occasioned quite some anxiety, until it 
came to an end by the Court deciding in favor of the 
Sisters. | aS 

There were three parcels of land, of which it was 
claimed that all were not used for educational pur- 
poses: the dock property, and that separated by a 
highway leading to the railway station and the wharf. 
Through the medium of the Rev. Thomas L. Kinkead, 
one of the trustees, and the Hon. Michael J. Scanlon, 
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with Messrs. Brown and Cassidy as counsel, the Sisters 
took proceedings to have the parcels separately as- 
sessed, and that portion thereof used exclusively by 
them for educational purposes declared exempt from 
taxation. 

The matter came before Justice Dickey at Special 
Term. He appointed H. Hirschberg, Esq. of New- 
burgh, as referee to take testimony and to report to 
the Court. His report was in favor of the Sisters and 
was approved by Justice Dickey. The Assessors ap- 
pealed to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 
and it made an order whereby the thirty-acre tract with 
buildings thereof was declared exempt from taxation. 
This reduced the assessment considerably. The As- 
sessors then applied to the Court of Appeals and the 
latter handed down a decision affirming the order 
of the Appellate Division with costs. 

It was asserted that the educational purposes were 
subordinate to the religous purposes of the Order, and 
that it was not the intention of the Legislature or the 
policy of the State to exempt from the public burden of 
taxation property devoted to religious meditation and 
reflection, but that the religious purposes mentioned in 
the Statute only included public worship and religious 
uses as are a source of strength to the body politic. 

One of the arguments was that could private piety 
obtain exemption from public taxation, then an altar 
would be erected in every household and prayers daily 
ascend from every house. 

Amid numerous vicissitudes the years sped on until 
again we find another building completed. May 28, 
1913 was a gala day in the annals of Ladycliff. His 
Eminence, John M. Cardinal Farley was present to — 
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bless the new “Hall of Our Lady of Angels.” All the 
morning, from far and near, guests had been arriving. 
They filled the spacious halls and overflowed out upon 
the surrounding grounds. In the assemblage were 
clergymen known all over the country. There were 
parents and relatives of the pupils and those who were 
just friends. 

The day dawned with skies laden and overcast. 
This, though unpleasant, could not dampen the ardor of 
the guests. Promptly at eleven o'clock, a procession of 
young ladies robed in white appeared. Their clear, sweet 
voices, broke forth in that grand old hymn: “Come, 
Holy Ghost, Creator Blest.” Following these the boys 
of the school in cassock and surplice preceded the 
Cardinal in his pontifical robes and bearing his crozier. 
Close by him were the Rt. Rev. Msgrs. Hayes, Taylor 
and Connolly, with a host of priests who entered the 
hall for the blessing, while the two hundred pupils 
were grouped outside on the piazza, and accompanied 
by a full orchestra sang the glorious, “Unfold, Ye 
Portals,’ and the Academy’s own hymn, “Our Lady of 
Angels.” The gorgeous colors of red and purple in the 
robes worn by Cardinal and Monsignori, the surpliced 
priests, the Sisters here and there in their sombre habits 
of dark gray, and the white-veiled pupils presented a 
picture long to be remembered. 

Returning to the main building, the “Te Deum” in- 
toned, it was taken up by the whole concourse of priests 
and laity, and the mighty chorus rang out strong and 
clear beyond river and mountain. 

After the dedication, His Eminence was tendered 
a reception in the spacious auditorium where a very 
attractive program was offered by the pupils of the 
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school. Pantomine, musical numbers, and a series of 
tableaux charmingly set forth remarkable precision of 
talent. Particularly pleasing was the tableau, “A Soul 
Astray,” in which fifteen girls took part. All the num- 
bers received most generous applause, especially the, 
“Hymn a Sainte Cécile’ by Gounod, rendered by Miss 
Helen Marie O’Flynn on the harp, accompanied by 
Miss Marguerite Egan on the violin. 

At the close of the entertainment, His Eminence 
arose and in a voice filled with emotion addressed the 
pupils as follows: “My dear children, I wish to assure 
you of my heartfelt gratitude. I wish to thank you and 
to thank the Sisters and all those whose efforts have 
made all this possible. Never before in my long ex- 
perience, have I seen anything more beautiful, more 
poetic than the tableaux you have presented on the 
stage this afternoon. While the music and poetry of 
motion was in the spirit of your mountain home and 
the river which flows close by, I assure you it was 
a surprise. 

“Ladycliff is rapidly gaining on other and older in- 
stitutions of learning for young women, and before long 
it will have passed many of them. When you leave 
this beautiful place and go out into the world, I hope 
you will take with you the example of self-sacrifice and 
self-denial you see about you every day. If you do this, 
you will not stray from the path of righteousness. 

“Again, my children, I thank you, and may God 
bless you.” 

Facing the Hudson, the new school crowns a gently 
sloping eminence, the densely wooded mountains be- 
hind forming a wonderful setting, and throwing into 
delightful prominence the beautiful structure of buff 
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color stucco, built along the classic and simple lines 
of colonial architecture. A broad piazza extends the 
entire length of the building and commands a view not 
to be equalled in beauty in all the length of the charm- 
ing Hudson. 

Entering from the vestibule, one stands on the mosaic 
floor of a pure white hall of satisfying proportions, 
which like a cross extends to the four points of the 
edifice, and opens upon balconies that command won- 
derful mountain views. 

A wide colonial stairway leads to the top, and at the 
extremities of the cross, other stairways connect all five 
floors with the piazza, rendering in case of emergency 
ample means of exit. On the first floor is a large class- 
room and a perfectly equipped gymnasium. One halts 
at the entrance and exclaims in admiration at its pro- 
portions; at the beautiful finish of its walls, its lockers 
and its smooth well-matched wood floor. 

Off this gymnasium is an entrance to the tiled 
showers, each with its marble dressing room. Surely 
here is a suggestion of luxury, and when one considers 
the pleasure and benefit the pupils can derive from this 
simple feature, there should be no complaint if other 
parts would disappoint. But there is no disappoint- 
ment. Passing from this to.the educational floors 
above, one becomes more and more impressed. 

Here are twenty unusually large and sound-proof 
music rooms, with rare oak doors all of one piece, and 
with French windows opening upon the piazza. Each 
room is supplied with a piano, a harp or other instru- 
ment, all of which are taught extensively. In fact 
Ladycliff is noted for its superior orchestra, and for 
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the special attention directed to this particular phase 
of educational refinement. 

On the next two floors ten large and airy classrooms 
well equipped with all essentials, afford a pleasant place 
for study under gentle supervision and instruction by 
a corps of trained teachers, each an expert in the depart- 
ment over which she presides. Here also are teachers’ 
libraries and ample wardrobes, while on the fifth floor, 
with its entrancing views are found the studios, labora- 
tory, rest room, bath, and a dispensary for books and 
school supplies. 

In fine a most complete building of which its terrazzo 
floors, electric bells, fixtures and fire signals, and its 
bubbling fountains speak the last word in modern im- 
provements. Such is the Hall of Our Lady of Angels, 
dedicated by His Eminence to carry along toward higher 
and ever higher ideals the pupils who seek for spiritual 
and mental development at Ladycliff. The result is 
evidenced by the graduates, who in large numbers each 
year successfully terminate their studies by attaining 
the requirements of the New York State Regents. 

That it was possible to hold this glad occasion of 
dedication in the charming month of the loved Queen 
of May, is but one more manifestation of the many 
wherein our Blessed Lady has shown her tender love 
and protection for this shrine of learning that was 
launched under her benign patronage, and singularly 
marked is the fact that Ladycliff Charter bears the 
date, December 8th, feast of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Quoting from an account of the closing exercises of 
1913: “An excellent opportunity was afforded the 
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audience to note the womanly grace and dignified bear- 
ing that characterize the students of this academy. 

“The soft, rich, compelling chords of the harp: the 
heart thrilling tones produced by the well trained fingers 
of Miss Helen Marie O'Flynn completely flooded the 
exquisite composition with life and color.” (Miss 
O'Flynn is now a member of the community. ) 

Washington’s Birthday annually elicited much 
pleasurable anticipation for the Ladycliff pupils. It 
ushered in also the Feast of Saint Margaret, patroness 
of their beloved directress. A strain of patriotism ac- 
corded well with the spiritual, for such is the union 
favored—‘God and Country.” The day commenced 
with a Solemn Mass, sung by the pupils, accompanied 
by organ and stringed instruments. Holy Communion 
offered for Sister, breakfast followed, and during the 
day a series of events would illustrate the esteem in 
which was held the remarkable woman whose energetic 
magnetism played such an important part in their 
young lives. 

On one occasion, to demonstrate their progress in 
learning, the pupils enacted a sketch entitled “Quite 
an Idea,” which brought into play five distinct lan- 
guages, French, Latin, German, Italian, and—United 
States. The fluency and accuracy with which the girls 
mastered the foreign speech was truly remarkable. Ben- 
ediction of the Blessed Sacrament would close one of the 
happiest events of the year. 

Another day of special importance was the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, December 8, when the re- 
ligious ceremonies in honor of our Blessed Lady were 
supplemented by “Greetings” to Sister M. Adelaide, the 
popular Assistant Principal of the Academy, whose 
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devotion to our Immaculate Mother pervaded all her 
actions in a remarkable degree. This beloved Sister 
died at Mount Saint Francis on July 28, 1926. Her 
obsequies afforded an opportunity for an outpouring 
of former Ladycliff pupils who in large numbers as- 
sembled to attend the Requiem Mass offered in the 
chapel so dear to the deceased. 

At the Commencement Exercises of the class of 1914, 
the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Lavelle, represented 
His Eminence and having awarded the diplomas and 
medals, he made the following address: 

“Sisters and young lady graduates, my first very pleas- 
ant and: delightful thought is, that I am deputed to 
extend to you on this day of your graduation the greet- 
ing and blessing of our captain, our chief and our 
spiritual father, Cardinal Farley. You know well the lov- 
ing solicitude with which he is ever interested in his 
people, but dearest of all and most cherished is the wel- 
fare of Catholic Education, and he will be pleased be- 
yond measure to hear of your splendid work of this year 
inculcated in the beautiful exercises of today; and to 
learn that Ladycliff not only has the most magnificent 
site of any educational institution, perhaps in the world, 
but is also up to the standard of the State; that it sends 
out today a class of graduates so charming, so cultured, 
so thoroughly prepared for the path of life as could or 
ever have delighted the hearts of those here or on the 
other side of the sea. | 

“In the name of your teachers, and parents and 
friends, I congratulate you cordially upon the joy and 
triumph of this event. It is a day of great happiness. 
You will ever cherish the remembrance of it, as you 
stood with your diplomas in your hands when you won 
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your first great battle in life, and that the papers you 
hold, the testimonials you received, the medals that have 
been given to you are the material proof that the faculty 
of Ladycliff is satisfied with you and the work that has 
been done for you, to go forth and to labor in the battle 
of life. Many of us have gone through the same kind 
of ceremonies and we love you for the victories you have 
gained. The most important principle for you with 
regard to the glory of success, is to have and to pre- 
serve always clearly in your mind the lessons that have 
been impressed upon you during your course in this 
academy. 

“That beautiful little play which you have just per- 
formed with so much grace and pleasure to us all, tells 
us the lesson you here have learned. 

“Not long ago it was said by a western statesmen to a 
band of graduates, young lawyers, ‘if you want success, 
you must get on, then get honor, and lastly get honest.’ 
Our wish for you is real successful lives, gratification of 
every reasonable wish of your heart, appreciation and 
influence for good increasing with the years, and at the 
end of it all, that for which we were made and for which 
alone we live, God’s eternal glory and happiness with 
Himself in heaven.” 

On October 7th of this year, the Sisters and pupils 
of Ladycliff sustained a severe loss by the death of Rev. 
Mother M. Elizabeth. From the time of their entrance 
into religion, Sister M. Margaret and her beloved Pro- 
vincial Superior uninterruptedly traveled together the 
varied ways of the religious life, and when the “going 
home” of one necessitated a severing of ties that had 
so closely bound two kindred souls, keen indeed was the 
sorrow of the one who remained to mourn the departed. 
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Although the shadow of the cross had fallen upon 
the academy in the passing of Mother M. Elizabeth, 
a gleam of sunshine was again to cheer the hearts of 
all, for we read that, in June of that same year— 
“Serene and lovely in her majestic setting, Lady- 
cliff once again welcomed the friends who thronged at 
her call, to rejoice with her upon the successful com- 
pletion of the courses of prescribed studies by another 
band of her deserving students. 

“The spirit of joy dominated the occasion, and led the 
favored visitors up the wooded slopes, along the rose- 
lined paths, on into the great reception hall, and thence 
to the auditorium, where at high noon the exercises of 
graduation were to take place. 

“The Rt. Rev. Patrick J. Hayes, D.D., Bishop Aux- 
iliary of New York, was guest of honor, and this being 
his first visit as Bishop, the opening numbers of the 
program were devoted to paying tribute to his Lordship. 

“A poem: ‘The Joy That Is Ours,’ voiced the wel- 
come of the school, and at the close of a prayer to the 
Divine Shepherd for the welfare of the loved Bishop, 
four young ladies of the graduating class, each seated 
at a beautiful harp, in ‘Strains of Welcome, drew en- 
trancing music from this ancient and well-loved instru- 
ment. A storm of applause expressing appreciation of 
picture, and of music, followed their efforts and con- 
tinued long after the closing of the curtains. 

“Then followed a military drill by the Ladycliff 
Cadets, boys under twelve years of age, and marvel- 
ous indeed was the soldierly precision with which the 
little men executed the difficult military manceuvres. 
It seemed almost incredible that boys so young could 
move with such precision through tactics difficult even 
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for disciplined men. The friends of Ladycliff are 
always wildly enthusiastic over the efforts of these 
young cadets, and on this occasion, as usual, expressed 
their approval by prolonged applause.” 

It is customary each year at Ladycliff for the gradu- 
ates to appear in an original morality poem-play; one 
which holds a message worthy of place in the youthful 
mind; a jewel worthy of setting in the youthful heart; 
a treasure that will be of value while life shall last. In 
that of this year, “Mine Host—The World,” by Miss 
Mary Canney; the value of service, of knowledge, of 
industry and of love was impressed. 

All this to his Lordship; all this wherein Ladycliff 
endeavored to show how much love and honor she feels 
for the kind friend whom the Divine Shepherd loves 
and honors too. 

After the award of diplomas, the Bishop addressed 
the graduates. “My dear young friends,” he said, “it 
is a great pleasure for me to be here today presiding 
at the commencement exercises of this excellent school. 
You have so charmed us with an eloquent sermon: as 
we have sat at your feet today, we have drunk in wisdom 
so filled with the Christian spirit, so beautifully ex- 
pressed, combined with such charming instrumental 
music, that we feel it might be an intrusion to break the 
charm. However, I must offer my congratulations for 
your accomplishment, for the honors you have attained. 
You are to be congratulated upon the advantages you 
received and the magnificent ideals of this splendid 
school that it is your privilege to attend. 

“I congratulate your teachers upon the success of their 
efforts that you have made manifest today. You are 
very fortunate to enjoy this Christian education, which 
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will be your help throughout all the years of your life. 
I hope and trust that the beautiful sentiment which you 
have so eloquently expressed will be carried with you 
through life to strengthen and inspire you towards lofty 
ideals. I thank you most cordially for the lesson you 
have taught us. 

“The privileges that you now enjoy are yours only 
through the goodness of your heavenly Father. You 
have for your example these daughters of Saint Francis, 
who have labored so zealously for your progress in the 
ways of true knowledge. If in the course of your career, 
you find that God has blessed you with means and with 
friends, do not lose your sense of values, which is so 
clearly manifested in the simple devoted lives of these 
followers of the great man of Assisi. 

“My dear young ladies, my wish is that you will meet 
with success in your efforts and be happy. Learn to 
enjoy all things in moderation and to appreciate each 
thing in its true value. May God bless you, one and 
all.” 

In the two succeeding years Ladycliff was again 
honored by the presence of the loved Bishop who con- 
ferred diplomas on the successful graduates, and in 1920 
he was represented by the Very Rev. John J. Dunn, 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of New York, also a friend 
of the Gray Nuns, who duly appreciate his encouraging, 
fatherly solicitude. 

Some one has styled Ladycliff, “A Poem of Nature.” 
A poem truly; the great Saint Francis with all his love 
of the beautiful, could scarcely have perceived a more 
entrancing view than that which greets the beholder at 
Ladycliff. Not only is the landscape charming, but 
also the living creatures so dear to “Le Jongleur de 
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Dieu’ appear to find a rendezvous in the shady nooks 
and winding paths of the surroundings. 

On one occasion the writer enjoyed a scene, the recital 
of which might well compare with a leaf taken from the 
history of the life of Saint Francis. 

A short distance from the spacious balcony overlook- 
ing what is known as “Lady Park” were two Sisters 
seated on a rustic bench in the shade of a cluster of 
varied-shaped trees. It was “free time.” One of the 
Nuns was engaged in crocheting a piece of lace, the 
other appeared to be meditating when her attention was 
attracted by a gray and white squirrel, capering about 
the ground within a few feet of where she was seated. 
The Sister moved a hanging bough which caused the 
little animal to scamper up an adjacent tree; but not to 
depart. Anon the playful creature would run back- 
ward and forward as if carrying out a game, giving no 
heed to a stately robin that came in close proximity to 
its bushy tail, while proceeding to what seemed to be a 
daily trysting place beneath the windows of the chapel. 
Here its crimson-breasted form might be seen raising 
aloft its comely head as in the attitude of listening; 
wondering perhaps, “why are the Nuns not chanting the 
Divine praises?” Sister and the squirrel which came 
directly to her, continue their little by-play of hide- 
and-seek, but hark! the sound of a bel) is heard and 
both Sisters arise to obey the summons. Mr. Squirrel 
having again touched Sister’s hand with his nibbling 
snoot scampers up a tree, while the Sisters with a part- 
ing smile wend their way to the chapel. 

Let us follow them. Here indeed is the abode of 
peace. In the sanctuary three beautiful marble altars 
occupy their respective positions for the Prince of Peace 
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Himself, His Lady Mother and His dear foster-father 
Saint Joseph, while life-size marble statues of the 
Sacred Heart and the singularly-favored Saint Francis 
are given a place of honor therein. 

Magnificent mosaics represent the “Way of the Cross,” 
and wonderfully-hued stained glass windows—donated 
by individual patrons—portray some of the principal 
scenes in the life of our Lord and His Blessed Mother. 
The brilliant rays of the sun beaming through one of 
these windows picturing the coronation of our Blessed 
Lady, suggested the following lines which may not be 
considered out of place in these pages: 


Mother of God. 


Celestial orb! whose light adown the ages, 

Its beauteous rays hath shed on scenes long overcast 
By clouds of shame; of sin—sole product of the past— 
In that drear world misruled by erring sages. 


Effulgent Star! whose source, the Sun eternal 

Adorns with splendor fair, than which no human mind 
Hath power to conceive; nor eye of mortal find 

So pure a gleam as thine, Oh! form supernal. 


Transcendant beam! with heavenly treasures laden; 
True guide of pilgrim o’er rude ways with cares replete, 
Yet dearer far the faith that renders joy complete, 
Thou Mother art of God, Oh! spotless Maiden. 


Another lingering gaze toward the Home of Love 
with its adoring cherubim, and we turn to leave the 
holy place when we behold a large pipe organ whose 
melodious tones are often heard in unison with the 
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voices of Sisters and pupils in sounding the Divine 
praises. This and the magnificent marble altar as also 
the pews are the gift of Miss Mary Alice McKenney, a 
former pupil of the academy. 

Through a series of passages we arrive at the main 
entrance, from which a glance adown a flower-studded 
lawn, reveals an immense bronze statue of the Sacred 
Heart, whose outstretched arms would seem to invite 
all the inmates of the vast structure before which it 
stands, to come and take refuge within their loving 
embrace. 

In the vicinity of ‘Lady Hall” already described, we 
observe a statue of “Our Lady of the Cliff,’ and in an 
opposite direction the dear Saint Francis is seen looking 
down upon his crucifix. If marble could speak no doubt 
one would hear his favorite prayer: “My God and My 
All!” 

June 15, 1921 dawned in its usual magnificence. 
Ladycliff was in its splendor. A profusion of rose trees 
wafted their fragrance over the morning stillness while 
the Sisters assembled for morning prayers, Office and 
Holy Mass. 

The priest arrived and vested in surplice, stole and 
veil, ascended the altar steps and took from the taber- 
nacle the ciborium containing the Blessed Sacrament. 
Two Sisters, each bearing a lighted candle preceded the 
priest along the corridor, while a tiny bell gave warning 
that the Divine Guest was on His way to visit some one 
who was waiting for Him. Arrived at the cell of Sister 
M. Margaret—for it was she who awaited the loving 
Spouse of souls—the priest gave the patient Holy Com- 
munion which proved to be her Viaticum. 

Por some months past, Sister M. Margaret had been 
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ailing from the effects of a fall which she sustained 
while descending the stairs. Even though prevented 
from employing her usual physical powers, her su- 
perior mentality enabled her to conduct the ordinary 
affairs of the community in a manner so practical that 
no one perceived a change of operation until the end. 

Sister M. Margaret was born in London and came 
to America in her early years. She was one of the 
first to enter the newly established community of Mis- 
sionary Sisters at West 31st Street, New York City, 
to which she was directed by one of the good Fathers, 
who in his Franciscan zeal was the means of several 
young ladies entering the slightly known institute, 
where they became fervent, exemplary members of the 
community. 

Throughout her religious career, after profession, 
Sister M. Margaret taught, or directed the work of 
teaching, in the Academy of Our Lady of Angels at 
Mount Saint Francis and at the same academy trans- 
ferred to Ladycliff. In addition she filled the office of 
secretary to Mother M. Elizabeth and that of trustee 
and counsellor at Mount Saint Francis. 

Never of a robust constitution, her will power sub- 
stituted the lack of physical energy. Her soothing 
voice was pleasing to the invalid Sisters, for many of 
whom she had recited the prayers for the dying. To 
a poor Sister who was very ill, she said: “Have 
courage, Sister, these pains are but splinters of the 
cross.” And the Sister was cheered by the thought. 

The ways of God are not ours, and Sister M. 
Margaret was to be summoned home before those who 
appeared to be farther on the road to eternity. Sister 
M. Ludovic, a lifelong companion, called to see Sister 
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Margaret, and in her usual cheery manner was entertain- 
ing her when the bell rang to assemble the Sisters for 
Benediction. Sister Margaret asked to have the door 
left open so that she might hear the singing and re- 
ceive our Lord’s blessing. The sound of a well-known 
voice reached her and she remarked to the Sister on 
duty, “Listen to that voice.” Soon after a change was 
perceived, the priest was summoned, and having re- 
ceived the last blessing, the soul of Sister M. Margaret 
went forth to meet Him whom she had served for so 
many years. A Solemn Mass of requiem was cele- 
brated the following morning in the chapel at Lady- 
cliff, and the remains conveyed to Mount Saint Francis 
where another Mass preceded interment in the Sisters’ 
vault. 

As successor to Sister M. Margaret, Sister Mary 
Lawrence, Delahanty, a capable and earnest religious, 
was appointed superior and principal of the academy, 
a no easy task considering the extended administration 
of her predecessor. Many improvements, some of 
which had been in contemplation, have been completed. 
A beautiful tower containing a large clock that is visi- 
ble at a long distance on the Hudson has been erected 
at an expense of several thousand dollars, by the Mc- 
Allister family, in memory of their esteemed father 
whose daughter is a member of the community. Many 
persons while enjoying a trip up the Hudson on one 
of the McAllister Steamers, have been attracted by the 
sound of a whistle when passing Mount Saint Francis 
or Ladycliff. The “salute” meant a tribute of regard 
directed to the Sisters. 

For some years past Ladycliff has become a trysting 
place, a haven of repose to Public School Teachers of 
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New Jersey, during their three days annual retreat, 
conducted by a Jesuit Father. Numberless graces 
have been showered upon the fortunate retreatants 
who enjoy the peaceful calm, and the delightful scenery 
of river and mountain. 


SAINT JOSEPH’S VILLA, PEEKSKILL, N. Y. 


CHAPTER VII. 


Holy Family School, Union City, N. J. 
—Saint Joseph's School, West New York, N. J. 
—Sacred Heart School, Shady Side, N. J. 


HE first Apostolic Mission attended by the Fran- 

ciscan Missionaries was that in the Holy Family 
parish at Union Hill, now Union City, N. J. The 
glorious Order of Passionists, many of whom were 
acquainted with the “Gray Nuns” in Rome, were then 
in charge of this and adjoining parishes, and invited 
the Sisters to teach in the parochial school. 

Anxious to respond to the call of God, and to intro- 
duce their worthy institute into another diocese, the 
offer was accepted. Sister M. Lucretia, Sister M. 
Raphael and Sister M. Ignatius were selected by 
Mother M. Gertrude to begin and to build up this new 
Foundation. Hence, the tiny seed that had been so 
carefully planted under most trying conditions at West 
31st Street, New York City, extended its branches not 
only to Peekskill but to New Jersey. The Reverend 
Pastor and his devoted flock, understanding that the 
surest way to implant in the hearts of children a true 
knowledge of christian principles is by a solid Catholic 
education, resolved to have a school for this purpose. 

On May 11, 1871, the building—convent and school 
combined—was solemnly blessed by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 


_ Bailey of Newark, assisted by the Pastor, Rev. Father 
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Bernard, C. P. and several Passionist Fathers, in pres- 
ence of a large concourse of people who witnessed the 
ceremony. 

The following day Holy Mass was celebrated in the 
little chapel and the Lord of the Holy Eucharist re- 
mained with the Sisters to strengthen them for their 
labors and console them in their many little trials. 

Classes were formed, registering about one hundred 
pupils; Sister M. Raphael taught the English, and 
Sister M. Ignatius, the German. The latter being a 
novice, who on account of the scarcity of Sisters had 
been sent to teach, remained but a short time until 
another German-speaking Sister, after her profession, 
relieved Sister M. Ignatius who returned to Mount Saint 
Francis and recommenced her novitiate. Many sacri- 
fices were required in those days in order to meet the 
various demands made upon the community. 

For twelve years the Holy Family School remained 
under the direction of the devout Passionists who were 
exceedingly kind to the Sisters; and who in 1882 built 
for them a convent in Blum Street, thus allowing more 
space for the pupils, whose number at this period had 
reached three hundred. 

A broader field for religious zeal had been found, but 
divers inconveniences were to be overcome. The furni- 
ture which had been ordered for the Sisters did not 
arrive on time, and during several weeks the Sisters 
were compelled to borrow from the neighbors, who 
generously loaned what they could spare, and also sup- 
plied vegetables from their own little gardens. Another 
Sister was added to the staff of teachers and the school 
continued to reveal a rapid progress. 

A unique ceremony took place at a celebration for 
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Corpus Christi held at the “Monastery.” The adjoin- 
ing parishes were invited to meet at the Holy Family 
School where a procession formed. The school chil- 
dren, sodalists and altar societies walked along, while 
young men—and old—on horseback, paraded through 
the streets for over a mile to the entrance of Saint 
Michael’s Monastery Church, where the priests and 
hundreds of people were assembled. A sight never to 
be forgotten presented itself when the horses, mostly 
white, faced about and the procession passed between 
them into the church, where the children amid music 
and singing, strewed flowers before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment borne by one of the Fathers to the Main Altar, 
whence Benediction was imparted to the adoring 
throngs. 

The great zeal and marked ability as a pedagogue of 
the Rey. Pastor, Father Bernard, was of much assistance 
to the Sisters in the formation and grading of classes 
and in religious instruction. Early in 1884, “the 
Fathers” relinquished charge of the parishes entrusted 
to them, in order to devote all their services to Mis- 
sionary labors, and the Rt. Rev. Bishop placed the 
Holy Family parish under the guidance of Rev. J. N. 
Grieff, a young, energetic priest of the diocese of 
Newark. 

The new pastor proved enthusiastically interested in 
his parochial school, and as the number of pupils in- 
creased, the original building could not accommodate 
them all, hence the apartments formerly occupied by 
the Sisters were transformed into classrooms. Soon 
after it became necessary to fit up extra rooms in the 
old church which had been replaced by a beautiful and 
much larger one. 
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With such a flourishing school, and with every ad- 
vantage that Catholics could desire for themselves and 
their children, the parish increased in numbers, and 
steps were taken for the erection of a more commodious 
building. Encouraged by past success, they decided to 
purchase eleven building lots opposite the new church. 
On this site was erected the new edifice. Rev. Father 
Grieff is the now venerable pastor, by whose untiring 
efforts the church and school have become known 
throughout the country, on account of the wonderful 
Passion Play annually enacted in the auditorium of the 
superb building, which contains sixteen immense class- 
rooms on floors above the auditorium, and roomy apart- 
ments for the Sisters, including a beautiful chapel in 
which all religious exercises are observed. From the 
roof of this building is a view extending over all Union 
City, and part of New York, in which may be seen the 
twin spires of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth 
Avenue. 

The new school was opened in September of 1898 
with about five hundred pupils in attendance. Sister 
M. Martine, Regan, who loved children and in return 
was tenderly loved by them, occupied the office of 
Superior and principal of the school. Sister held the 
confidence of her pupils and their parents, and was 
respected by all with whom she came in contact. She 
labored with zeal and energy as teacher in the school, 
and as Mother and guide to her Sisters in the convent 
during her sixteen years of labor among them. 

Sister M. Martine exerted an abiding influence over 
her charges until September 13, 1901, when the invita- 
tion was extended to “Come and enjoy the reward of 
your labors,” while the Holy Family School mourned 
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the loss of a most competent teacher, and the Sisters, 
a kind and loving Mother. 

Sister M. Camilla, Colligan, also served for a long 
period, when she was recalled to Mount Saint Francis 
and appointed to the office of Mistress of Novices. She 
was endowed with a special tact for spiritual conversa- 
tion, and possessed the power of interesting and bene- 
fiting all. Her sister, also a member of the community, 
became very ill, and for several days lay in a dying 
condition. Sister M. Camilla, although greatly grieved, 
resigned herself saying: “I shall miss my sister but 
I'll make the sacrifice if such be the Will of God.” 

It was not His Holy Will, for contrary to all expecta- 
tions, after administering Holy Communion, the priest, 
now a prominent Bishop, placed the ciborium above 
the form of the dying Sister, offered a special prayer 
and ere long a noticeable change occurred. The Sister 
recovered and is yet in active service, while dear Sister 
M. Camilla, after her term as Mistress of Novices, 
returned to Union City where she entered into eternal 
repose on November 30, 1920. During her administra- 
tion, a commercial department was established under 
the title of Columbus Commercial School, which within 
a remarkably brief period became quite a factor in the 
business world, as hundreds of its pupils were sent forth, 
well-equipped to successfully brave life’s battle. 

The establishment also conducts a High School De- 
partment, and instructs a large class in music. So the 
field has not remained unfertile; the seed has grown to 
a goodly tree. Fifty-six years of unceasing activity 
have sped on their course; joys and sorrows have been 
interwoven with its life and work, yet the Holy Family 

continues to exert a beneficent influence over all. 


114 FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS 


—Saint Joseph’s, West New York, N. J. The Rev- 
erend Father Eusebius, C.P., Pastor of Saint Joseph’s 
Church, in what then was called Guttenberg, also de- 
sired to have the Gray Nuns teach in his parochial 
school, and by word and example train the children in 
the practice of solid Christian virtues. The tiny school 
consisted of two classrooms to which others were soon 
added as the number of pupils rapidly increased. 

Sister M. Gonzalva, Sister M. Ludovic and Sister M. 
Leonard formed the initial staff of missionaries to this 
humble settlement. Faithful to their Master’s call, 
they endured many privations and untold hardships; 
with naught to console them but Divine Providence and 
the joy they found in watching the cloud with its silver 
lining, which ever proved a stimulus to further en- 
deavor, as the hope of better things spurred them on to 
endure a while longer. 

Right well were they rewarded; both Bishop Bailey 
and the kind Passionist Fathers recognized the labors 
of the Sisters, and the value of their services to the 
children who flocked to their school, and by degrees 
conditions became less irksome. The Sisters were 
happy in their work as the Fathers and the people were 
always extremely kind and appreciative of their serv- 
ices. Frequently would generous neighbors call with 
provisions that were gratefully accepted in lieu of 
money, which was singularly scarce. 

In 1884 Saint Joseph’s parish came under the juris- 
diction of the secular clergy. As the numbers had in- 
creased, more space became necessary. The convent 
was moved from the hill to what is now 2oth Street, 
West New York, N. J. and the erection of a new 
church commenced near by. The old church and school 
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were gladly accepted by the Polish congregation and 
a more commodious building soon occupied a position 
adjacent to the church. The majority of former parish- 
loners of Guttenberg having moved to the vicinity of 
20th Street, they were well pleased. with this plan and 
readily aided in the construction of the new school. 

This spacious three-story brick building containing 
twelve classrooms soon became inadequate for the hun- 
dreds of children presenting themselves for admission. 

The present highly esteemed, untiring pastor, has 
built another school where classes are held in conjunc- 
tion with those continued in the older building. Yearly 
the vast throngs of children prepared to receive First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation, attest the splendid 
results of the thoroughly Catholic education that trains 
the heart, while imparting to the mind a knowledge of 
secular subjects equal to, if not superior to that ob- 
tained in any public or private school. 

In May of 1926, « class of five hundred children re- 
ceived their First Holy Communion, and in the previous 
year eight hundred were confirmed. Saint Joseph’s 
School register at present, shows an attendance of 1,126 
pupils. The Rev. Father William A. Keyes is inde- 
fatigable in his efforts to promote the efficiency and 
Well-being of his children, who all love him with a 
genuine filial affection. 

Numerous representative citizens with pleasure recall 
their school days at Saint Joseph’s, and many have 
shown their appreciation of the Sisters’ services. Es- 
pecially was this made manifest on the occasion of the 
funeral of Sister M. Ludovic when in 1925 so many 
traveled to Mount Saint Francis, Peekskill, N. Y., to 
pay their respects to the departed. Sister Ludovic had 
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spent many years among the excellent people of Gut- 
tenberg, where by her sunny disposition and splendid 
qualities as a teacher, she endeared herself to all. Like 
several other pioneer Sisters of the community, she was 
a former pupil of Saint Gabriel’s in New York City, 
which was sweetly generous in supplying subjects to the 
Franciscan Missionaries. 

—Sacred Heart School. In the year following the 
establishment of Saint Joseph’s, the Rev. Pastor, Father 
Eusebius, who had under his jurisdiction a mission some 
miles distant, where the good people were very desirous 
of having the Sisters care for the many dear children 
who inhabited that district, procured two Sisters willing 
to spend themselves for the glory of God. 

Sister M. Elizabeth, later Reverend Mother, and a 
postulant, subsequently Sister M. Rose, Fitzgerald, 
resided at Guttenberg; for a long period daily they 
traversed the rough, rough road to and fro. Through 
heat and cold, frost and snow, they wended their way to 
the school of the Sacred Heart, at Shady Side, which 
for many a day was simply a blacksmith’s shop, the 
upper portion of which served as a classroom, where 
the Sisters taught their pupils to the music of the anvil. 

Astounding were the inconveniences endured, but 
remembering the value of a soul the Sisters heeded 
naught of these, and went about their labors bravely 
and cheerfully. Occasionally a good Samaritan to their 
delight would drive them home in a “buggy.” 

Among those who underwent the hardships of 
journeying up and down “the hill” to Shady Side were 


Sisters M. Angeline, M. Aloysius and M. Alphonsus, 
Sisters M. Angeline, M. Aloysius and M. Alphonsus; 
the last named, a Sister possessing a beautiful poetic 
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mind and prolific imagination pure as crystal, departed 
this life at Mount Saint Francis on March 5, 1922. 
After many years the school was transferred to Cliff- 
side, where on the floor above the church, several class- 
rooms and a dwelling for the Sisters were situated. 
These conditions prevailed for a few years, until in- 
adequacy of funds obliged the pastor to close the school 
and the Sisters withdrew for a short space when they 
again resumed their labor of love for the poor children. 


CHAPTER VITL 


Saint Stephen's School, Croghan, N. Y. 
—Missionaries in the Field 
—Saint Bonaventure’s School, Paterson, N. J. 
—Saint Anthony's School, Butler, N. J. 


N the wilds of Croghan, Lewis County, New York, 

the Rev. Francis Koch, O.F.M., pioneer of “Church 
Extension” and zealous missionary, discovered a field 
ripe for the harvest but with no laborers. His zeal 
knew no bounds, and his earnest pleading for Sisters 
prevailed with Rev. Mother Bonaventure, Provincial 
at Mount Saint Francis, who sent Sister M. Lucretia 
and Sister M. Angeline to open the mission. They de- 
parted from Saint Anthony’s Convent in West 31st 
Street, New York City on December 28, 1876, accom- 
panied by an old Brother long since gone to rest. After 
sitting up all night in the train they arrived at 6 a.m. 
the following morning at Utica, thence to Lowyville 
Where the kind Pastor gave them dinner and had a 
friend of his convey them in his own sleigh to Croghan. 

It was snowing heavily, and everything seemed to be 
covered with snow. After a journey of nearly five hours 
in this inclement weather they reached their destination. 
Good Brother Evo of saintly memory, gave them a 
warm supper and sought to make them welcome. Their 
house was not ready, so a good family named Magra 


took them to their home for a few days. 
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Then the three pioneer missionaries took up their 
residence in a long low building where Lady Poverty 
was awaiting them. Here they opened school. Sisters, 
pupils and boarders continued to exist while looking for- 
ward to better things. Father Francis had promised 
to furnish ground upon which to build a convent, but 
that was a dream of the future; the good priest had no 
means of remuneration to offer, but hoped that the little 
band of self-sacrificing Sisters would patiently cooper- 
ate with him. He made strenuous efforts, and as usual 
succeeded. His indomitable courage carried him 
through almost insurmountable difficulties, while the 
number of pupils increased continuously, showing a 
marked progress in learning. The Sisters’ patience was 
rewarded when they finally reached the accomplishment 
of their dreams and the beautiful new convent of Saint 
Elizabeth erected by Rev. Mother Bonaventure for 
their comfort, afforded them ample opportunity to con- 
tinue their labors among the boarders and day pupils. 

This convent was destroyed by fire when flames 
spread over a goodly portion of the village of Croghan, 
laying waste its church, school and residences. The 
Sisters were left without even a change of clothing. 
Immediately they began the work of reconstruction; the 
people cooperated generously and within a short period 
another convent and school replaced the former, One 
progressive lad wrote to the wife of the President, 
Mrs. Grover Cleveland, who graciously responded with 
a check to cover the expense of furnishing one of the 
classrooms. 

The youth of surrounding townships in large numbers 
assembled to be instructed in the truths of our holy 
religion, and the avidity with which those poor neglected 
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people imbibed the sacred counsels, amply repaid the 
Sisters for any lack of comfort, and the divers hard- 
ships they had experienced in the beginning of their 
career. Their efforts were crowned with success; from 
the mustard seed there blossomed forth a tree of goodly 
proportions whose branches reached out over the whole 
diocese of Ogdensburg. Saint Elizabeth’s became a real 
mission centre; several parishes were aided and count- 
less souls benefited. 

The school advanced in rapid strides until the num- 
ber of pupils prepared for the Regents, and for Teachers’ 
certificates was considered marvelous. The High School 
and Preparatory Department sent out many young 
ladies who were in demand as teachers throughout ad- 
joining districts: 

A page from the diary of one of the Sisters who took 
part in the missionary work inaugurated in 1879 at 
several places in Ogdensburg, then a new diocese, and 
which eventually became quite important, will give 
some idea of the sacrifices claimed, and the hardships 
endured under the ever-sustaining grace of Divine Prov- 
idence. The story as written in detail by the Sister, 
although somewhat amusing may be interesting. 

“In May of 1879, Rev. Father Francis Koch, O.F.M., 
of the Holy Name Province, Paterson, New Jersey, 
himself Guardian and Founder of the Franciscan 
Fathers in the eastern part of the United States, know- 
ing our vocation to be missionaries, begged for two 
Sisters to assist in his arduous labors among the poor, 
uninstructed people of the newly formed diocese of 
Ogdensburg, in which he had established the Order at 
Croghan, New York, to the great joy of his Lordship 
the sainted Bishop Wadhams. 
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“Father Francis two years previously had brought 
Sisters of our community for the schools; now he claims 
two for missionary work in the open field. We knew 
not what it involved, but offering ourselves to God for 
any and every sacrifice, we acquiesced. Having received 
the permission to go forth with two Sisters, Father 
announced that he would be at the convent next day 
at 5 a.m. tostart out. The rising bell had just sounded; 
no fire yet in the kitchen, no drink, no anything! The 
superior put a cold biscuit into the hand of each as we 
ascended the rough country wagon with two board 
seats, one for the priest and boy, the other for us. 

“After driving a while through open country, Father 
said: ‘Now for missionary work! We are going five 
miles to a marriage.’ At once we recoiled saying: ‘We 
do not attend marriages.’ ‘Ah! Missionary work!’ 
was his reply. ‘I have permission from your Mother 
Provincial for anything for God’s glory. At six o'clock 
I’ll have the bridal party there to instruct them, and 
hear their confessions, and you two Sisters prepare the 
altar-—used but seldom—‘go into the fields and bring in 
wild flowers; the vestments, etc. are here in the wagon.’ 

“At 6:40 Mass began in presence of many people; 
at the Epistle good Father Francis turned to us kneel- 
_ ing in the church and said: ‘Sisters, sing!’ and he re- 
peated: ‘Sister Raphael, sing!’ What could we do? 
We had to sing. 

“Marriage and all over, vestments packed and back 
in wagon, we thought our missionary work over and 
that we were going home. Instead we were told: ‘This 
is only the beginning.’ A cup of coffee was brought to 
us in the wagon. 

“After riding from early morn until 7:30 p.m. without 
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anything to eat or drink, for it was all through dense 
forest, we were delighted to again see the sky. An hour 
later we came to the place of our abode at Harrisburg. 
Here was a long frame building, new, also a new long 
barn, which reminded one of .what we read of the 
Cenacle. A woman whose husband, an architect, was 
absent, consented to give the use of the house and barn. 
Here we dwelt and taught adults almost numberless 
evenings. During the day instructions were imparted 
to about four hundred children. At 8 a.m. the sound of 
a large bell would bring the children with their luncheon 
for mid-day to Brady’s woodland, where trees had been 
felled for seats. 

“The greater number of these children lived many 
miles away, but at present were housed in the town 
which became one large hotel, each family, even pro- 
testants, boarding from one to three. Until 4:30 P.M. 
they would listen to the words and repeat the prayers 
taught by the Sisters, then all would disperse while we 
retired to the house, there to recite our office, take sup- 
per at six and be ready for adults at seven. Many 
Catholics by name, never baptized; many baptized but 
never to confession; countless who knew not the Our 
Father, assembled for instructions. At nine we would 
dismiss, say night prayers and retire. 

“After two months of this routine—no Mass on Sun- 
days, for there was no priest nearer than sixty miles— 
no church, no railroad, occasionally Mass during the 
week, about every other week when Father Francis 
would ride in to ‘examine,’ no church within seventy- 
five miles, yet five hundred were to be confirmed; over 


four hundred of these adults and children for First Holy 
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Communion; many to be baptized, and many mar- 
riages to be readjusted. 

“An altar built of lumber from Mr. Brady’s barn, 
was placed in an oak field adjoining the house; thirty- 
six men from the tannery divided into six divisions; 
the first six were directed to dig holes four feet deep 
and an equal number of feet apart; six others to go to 
the forest and fell trees; six get oxen to haul them in; 
six set them; six take lumber from barn and build 
a throne for the Bishop; six oversee. The trees were 
immense, and upon seeing them the Bishop exclaimed: 
‘What a paradise!’ Materials for throne, linens, trim- 
mings, etc., were furnished by Messrs. Lord and Taylor 
of New York City, who though so many miles distant 
complied with the request of the Sisters. The altar 
stone and vestments were brought by Father Francis, 
while vases, flowers, etc., were donated by Protestants 
as well as Catholics. 

“On the eve of the great day, upon the arrival of his 
Lordship, the Rt. Rev. Bishop E. Wadhams, D.D., 
his secretary, Rev. J. L. Plunket, Rev. Francis Mc- 
Shane, O.S.A., Rev. John Fitzgerald, Rev. Father 
Maurice, O.F.M. and Rev. Father Francis, O.F.M., 
the intrepid missionary, the Sisters vacated their abode 
and went about a mile up the road for the night. At 
4:30 the following morning when we started out to 
prepare the altar for Mass, we were surprised to find 
the road lined with vehicles of all kinds and crowds of 
people from places thirty and more miles off. These 
flocked to us saying: ‘Ah! Sister, may we see a priest?’ 
‘| have not been to confession in thirty years since | 
left France.’ ‘I have not been since | left Ireland three 
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years ago. ‘I never saw a priest since | left the old 
country, etc. 

“Stunned by these recitals, we hastened to Brady’s 
door and knocked, prompt to reply was good Father 
Francis. ‘What’s up?’ ‘Behold!’ was the reply. Rais- 
ing his hands in wonderment he rushed to the several 
priests, not excepting his Lordship, and by five o’clock 
the five priests and the Bishop were hearing confes- 
sions. Where? His Lordship in the parlor, his secre- 
tary in an adjoining room, Father Francis in his bed- 
room, Father Maurice in the milk room on a chair 
without a back, Father Fitzgerald on the veranda. Such 
stupendous faith of these good people! No confes- 
sionals, each kneeling at the knees of the priest regard- 
less of the passing back and forth. How God and His 
angels must have rejoiced! 

“After some hours the Bishop and his secretary halted 
to baptize many children and very many adults, and to 
refix marriages. Solemn Mass was to be at 9 a.m.; 
confessions were heard until 11:15. All this time from 
9 to 11 the First Communion children were assembled 
on the lawn back of the house. 

“Four Frenchmen had come from a long distance to 
sing the Mass, a Protestant lady loaned the organ and 
supplied silver and whatever was necessary for the 
dinner, but at eleven o'clock, the priests were still hear- 
ing confessions, and the Bishop still baptizing, absolv- 
ing, remarrying, etc. At 11:30 he ordered all to stop. 

“Mass was commenced about 11:45 during which the 
two hundred children, and seemingly a countless num- 
ber of adults received Holy Communion. The children, 
none under eleven years, rather faint from waiting so 
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long, were now full of joy. Thanksgiving was made 
aloud by one of the priests, the angels rejoicing. 

“The confirmation of over five hundred brought the 
solemn ceremonies to a close at 3:30. The Bishop then 
turned to the people and said: ‘A man has given to 
Father Francis a piece of land about a mile from here 
for a church and cemetery. Let all form in line, divided 
into sections; the priests and sisters will give out the 
rosary aloud while we march to bless it.’ A wonderful 
sight this! 

“The Bishop in cope and mitre, priests in their dal- 
matics and surplices, children in white, and a devout 
concourse of people proceeded to the spot. There his 
Lordship again delivered an address, blessed the ground, 
dug the first spade of earth and blessed the other part 
for a cemetery. 

“It was 5 p.m. when the procession returned to the 
altar in the field, and a very, very hot day it was! 
Only then did the Bishop partake of some food, and the 
people dispersed to do likewise. 

““While the house reminded us of the cenacle, the vast 
assembly on the field seemed like the gathering that 
followed Our Lord to the mountain top where He fed 
them with the loaves and fishes. Truly this was mis- 
sionary work. God be praised that the daughters of 
our seraphic Father were permitted to share in sowing 
such fruitful seed. This section is now a large and 
flourishing parish. 

“God who is never outdone in generosity rewarded in 
abundance the charity of good Mr. Brady by allowing 
him to find under the woodland in which we taught, 
a quarry of valuable stone. One of the finest churches 
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of Orange, New Jersey, is built of this stone which 
glistens on all sides. 

“After twenty-four hours intermission, the Sisters 
were sent to a mission field nearer home, but equally 
difficult; a centre comprising Lyons Falls, Gregg and 
Mohawk Hills, New York. Here we catechized old and 
young, leading many back to God and preparing a vast 
number of children for the sacraments; no priest near 
and Father Francis coming but seldom, leaving many 
hard things for the Sisters to face. One Sunday he an- 
nounced that on the following Thursday evening at 7:30 
there would be special services, and invited all to come 
and bring even their Protestant friends. The frame- 
work of a new church was up, but no plastered walls, 
no pews, and simply a little unpainted altar. This we 
decorated with flowers and lights, using bottles and 
borrowed candlesticks of various kinds. 

“The time appointed came but no Father Francis, 
and no priest within many miles. The people flocked 
into the rough benches, and finally window sills and 
every inch of space was crowded; the children and 
sisters in front. It was a task to speak before so many 
people, but taking courage we told them that Father 
Francis had not come, but that those who wished might 
remain and hear the instruction given to the children. 
All remained, and others came. (Ah! if but the poor 
neglected had someone to break to them the Bread of 
Life!) 

“The program set by Father Francis of singing be- 
tween the decades of the rosary, instructions, examina- 
tions, etc., was carried out; finally all joined in singing 
‘Holy God, which had been taught to the children, 
words being in their catechisms. 
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“Many of these people had never heard any explana- 
tion of the truths of our holy religion, of the holy sacri- 
fice of the Mass or the simple questions in the cate- 
chism; and most edifying it was to see their attention, 
and the readiness with which they procured catechisms, 
a large number of which the Sisters always carried with 
them. God wonderfully blessed this work; the mustard 
seed sown then is ever increasing. 

“Lowville has become a great centre, but not to be 
compared to Pinkney. The former had a resident priest, 
the latter no priest, and conditions among the people 
were very unfavorable. Father Francis knew this, and 
sent the Sisters who through prayer and persevering en- 
deavors succeeded in winning many souls back to duty. 
We lived in the post office, and as in all other places, 
on the charity of the people, observing our Rule as best 
we could; sacrificing much for these poor people, many 
of whom had not been to the sacraments for years. 
Ere leaving we had the consolation of seeing much good 
accomplished by the establishment of Rosary societies 
_and of the children of Mary, which latter became very 
marked in their cooperation with the pastor, who was 
ever grateful to the Missionary Sisters of Saint Francis. 
Here also the Sisters had the consolation of seeing for 
the first time in that section of the country, observance 
of the Forty Hours’ devotion. 

“Copenhagen and Carthage were now visited. At the 
latter place were good Augustinian Fathers who re- 
quested us to do a little there among the young people, 
who were delighted to have the Sisters spend a short 
while with them.” 

During their forty years of residence at Saint Eliza- 
beth’s in Croghan, the Sisters had instructed thousands 
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of children; prepared adults for the reception of the 
sacraments, and in many instances were the means of 
righting marriages, and of bringing peace and happi- 
ness to homes from which God and His precious graces 
had been banished. 

In 1916, Rev. Mother M. Joseph had found it dif- 
ficult to supply the demand made by pastors of parishes 
for sisters to augment the number already engaged in 
their schools nearer home; therefore she recalled those 
from Croghan to labor in other fields, leaving behind a 
well-cultivated, thriving province. 

—Saint Bonaventure’s School. Rev. Father Ferdi- 
nand Muller, O.F.M., Superior of the Franciscans who 
had been recently exiled from Germany, established his 
new abode at West Paterson, N. J. under very trying 
difficulties. He realized that were there Sisters to co- 
operate with efforts made by the Fathers, the children 
of his parish would benefit, and the people become more 
interested in matters pertaining to religion. Therefore, 
the Rev. Father applied to Rev. Mother M. Bonaven- 
ture who in 1879 easily found three zealous self-sacri- 
ficing Sisters, ready to endure privations in order to 
advance the glory of God and the honor of their Se- 
raphic Father. 

Sister M. Leonard, Sister M. Isadore, McDevitt, 
and a postulant later Sister M. Alphonsus, Kelleher, 
labored zealously in assisting those necessitous priests. 
School was held in the basement of the large church 
erected by the Fathers; sodalities were formed and ere 
long the parish activities had arrived at a stage of com- 
parative efficiency. 

Sister M. Elizabeth, subsequently Rev. Mother Pro- 
vincial, was appointed Superior soon after the incep- — 
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tion of the Sisters, and ardently did she seek and find 
opportunities to aid in the making of vestments, renova- 
tion and repair of linens, and in arrangements for the 
comfort of the Fathers and the well-being of church 
and school. 

An annual event to which old and young of the parish 
eagerly looked forward, was the Corpus Christi pro- 
cession. At no other time were the people permitted 
to enter the monastery garden, and highly honored did 
they consider themselves when allowed to participate 
in the beautiful ceremonies on this occasion. 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Wigger who held in the highest 
esteem the Franciscan Fathers, had for the Sisters a 
sincere fatherly regard. On one occasion when visit- 
ing their little convent he playfully commented upon 
the name of one of the Fathers present, saying, “You 
know, Sister, he is a pious man,” the Rev. Father Pius 
Mann, R. I. P., whose courteous, affable dealings with 
the Sisters during his pastorate at Paterson, is one of 
the many pleasant memories connected with the mission. 

After the space of a few years the Fathers trans- 
ferred the school to a building opposite the monastery, 
where classes were successfully conducted until finally 
the present imposing structure, with its modern equip- 
ments and excellent facilities, became accessible. 

The curriculum of studies here includes all that is re- 
quired by the Supervisor of New Jersey schools. The 
pupils of Saint Bonaventure’s school are industrious, 
and as a result, successful. The people have ever 
evinced a warm affection for the Sisters, and many of 
the former pupils have entered several religious com- 
munities to become priests and sisters. 

At present the school numbers 445 pupils including 
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those of the High School department, which is in a flour- 
ishing condition. A beautiful commodious convent has 
been erected for the Sisters who appreciate the thought- 
ful kindness of the Franciscan Fathers in their behalf. 

—Saint Anthony’s School. Under the special guid- 
ance of Saint Anthony, the great wonder-worker, an- 
other missionary centre was established in 1880 by Rev. 
Father Francis, O.F.M., who prevailed upon Mother 
M. Bonaventure to “lend” him two Sisters who might 
catechize the children and people of Bloomingdale and 
Macopin in Morris County, New Jersey. 

For six weeks during the summers of five years the 
Sisters sought to instil the rudiments of our holy re- 
ligion into the minds and hearts of these good people. 
Classes were held in the open fields, under the apple 
trees, or in any available place. Of course there were 
inconveniences but what matter? There were souls 
to be considered, and Father Francis in his indefati- 
gable, apostolic zeal permitted no relaxation, so much 
good was accomplished. 

In 1882 a school was opened at Bloomingdale in a 
poor frame building which served as a church in which 
Mass was offered on Sundays only, the priest having 
to come from another mission to celebrate. Later a 
resident pastor being appointed, he sold the frame 
building, erected a new church and had the school 
moved to the hill at Butler. 

Here a trying circumstance ensued. The pastor 
feeling unable to afford a house for the Sisters, turned 
an old frame stable into a dwelling for their use. It was 
small, almost too small to mention, yet the God of 
heaven and earth, Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament, — 
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disdained not to find a tiny place of repose in that very 
little house, a second “Stable of Bethlehem.” 

Time, however, brought many changes; a more spa- 
cious building was purchased for the Sisters and a new 
school erected. This edifice is considered one of the 
finest structures in New Jersey. From its portals have 
gone forth pupils remarkable for their ability. The 
register numbers four hundred pupils with a staff of 
nine Sisters. 

Thus from a tiny seed has grown a large Franciscan 
parish. The many children and adults instructed by the 
Sisters for their first confession and first Holy Com- 
munion, soon formed a fine congregation, which uniting 
with Echo Lake, the first Catholic centre of New Jersey, 
developed into a flourishing community. 

Today the school, monastery and church buildings 
of granite, are a credit to the Franciscan Order, while 
the people are a consolation to their priests and a joy to 
all heaven. 

In his undaunted zeal, Father Francis found another 
place of “great need” for the Sisters’ services. Pomp- 
ton Lakes and surrounding towns were to be attended. 
This meant spending the summer months instructing, 
catechizing, etc. Away from everyone, the Sisters 
lived in the church, a portion of which was set apart 
for their needs. Our dear Lord in His sweet Sacrament 
of Love was in the lone tabernacle, which to the Sisters 
was a great consolation. From a distance of several] 
miles Father Francis daily came to say Mass, when the 
people flocked in for instructions. 

While this mission involved many sacrifices, it cer- 
tainly brought God’s love and blessing upon those 
many children who have not, even yet, a Catholic school. 
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It was indeed trying to be alone in that church building 
all night, and sometimes moments of fear came upon 
the Sisters. But wonderful is God in His works; He 
sustained their feebleness and enabled them to labor 
assiduously day after day for His glory. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Saint Mary Magdalen de Pazzi 
—Our Lady of Good Counsel, Philadelphia. 


ROM New Jersey we pass over to the “City of 
Brotherly Love,’ where the Franciscan Mission- 
aries are engaged in the vineyard of Christ, harvesting 
souls among the Italian population, of whom it is 
estimated that there are more than one hundred thou- 
sand in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, or almost one- 
fifth as many as in Rome. 

Many of the faithful still living can recall the time 
when the old church of Saint Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, 
on what was then known as Marriott’s Lane, and is now 
Montrose Street, was the only Italian Catholic Church 
in the Archdiocese. The original church was built upon 
a site occupied by an old Methodist chapel, to which 
was attached a small cemetery. 

The corner-stone of the edifice was laid on May 14, 
1854 by the first Ordinary of Philadelphia, Bishop 
Neumann, whom the Church has declared Venerable. 
It was dedicated on the Feast of the Most Holy Re- 
deemer, October 23, 1857. Reverend Father Gaetano 
Mariani, the first pastor, served for ten years. Then 
ensued a succession of pastors until the arrival of Rev. 
Anthony Isoleri on the Feast of Saint Francis, October 
4, 1870. Two years after his arrival, through the in- 
fluence of Archbishop Wood, Father Isoleri procured 
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the services of the Missionary Sisters to teach in his 
school, which he had erected adjacent to the church, 
recently built by him on the site of the old. 

As it was deemed advisable to have the Italian 
language taught in conjunction with the English, Rev. 
Mother Gertrude invited several Sisters from Gemona, 
Italy, to teach and attend to the needs of the newly 
formed foundation. Sister M. Lucretia was appointed 
Superior. This distinguished Sister, an Austrian by 
birth, remarkable for her dignified, gentle manners, 
assumed the lowliest offices and spent her energies in 
behalf of the hundreds of Italian children who pre- 
sented themselves. 

An orphanage was opened in which the very poor chil- 
dren of the parish were received and tended by the Sis- 
ters, who in many instances were obliged to go forth 
and solicit alms to maintain the establishment. At 
times their task seemed most difficult, but in imitation 
of their seraphic Father, the Sisters renewed their zeal 
and persevered in the noble labor of striving for souls. 
This orphanage no longer exists, the Sisters being wholly 
occupied with the school. Archbishop Ryan and Bishop 
Prendergast noted with interest, and in many ways 
aided, the struggling community. 

Continued efforts of divers sects to wean and win the 
unwary from their faith have been very invidious in 
Philadelphia, and have afforded ample opportunities for 
the exercise of constancy and devotedness on the Sis- 
ters’ part in behalf of those dear immigrants. His 
Eminence Dennis Cardinal Dougherty has been, and is 
foremost in promoting the interests of his Italian spirit- 
ual children, and has graciously commended the Fran- 
ciscan Missionary Sisters for their effective services. 
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It would be difficult to estimate the amount of good 
accomplished during the years that have elapsed since 
the foundation of this parish, which from being the only 
one, is now but a unit of the twenty-nine parishes set 
aside for the benefit of Italian Catholics in and around 
the Quaker City. 

During the awful epidemic of 1918, while in the dis- 
charge of her charitable labors, Sister Mary Carmel con- 
tracted the “Flu,” was ill but a few days and on Octo- 
ber 7, entered into her eternal reward. Her devoted 
Superior, Sister M. Vincent, Meehan, not content with 
providing every possible remedy available, insisted 
upon serving her night and day. When it pleased 
God to call the youthful religious to Himself, although 
worn out by fatigue, Sister M. Vincent, in her whole- 
heartedness, accompanied the remains to Mount Saint 
Francis, where it was perceived that she, too, was a 
Victim to the disease. Contrary to her wishes the doctor 
ordered her to bed, and on October 15th, the noble, 
generous superior followed her little subject, who it is 
hoped awaited her with a joyful welcome to eternal 
bliss, the reward of a long life fraught with innumerable 
acts of charity. 

The school of Saint Mary Magdalen de Pazzi has sent 
out numerous boys and girls who by their success in 
after-life, give evidence of the excellent training re- 
ceived therein. 

Recently the Rev. Father Anthony Garritano has 
been appointed by His Eminence to succeed and con- 
tinue the splendid work of the venerable Msgr. Isoleri. 
The energetic new Pastor having introduced congrega- 
tional singing, the children delight in exercising their 
magnificent voices in rendering the beautiful hymns 
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taught by the Sisters. It is most edifying to hear the 
many hundreds who during the holy sacrifice unite in 
praising the Sacred Heart whose joy it is to have these 
precious souls come to Him in Holy Communion. 

A new building large enough to accommodate the 
thousand and more pupils is in the course of erection 
at a cost of three hundred thousand dollars. 

By special request of His Eminence, Cardinal Dough- 
erty, the number of Sisters has been augmented to cope 
with the problem of this ever-increasing population. 

Here, less distant than China or any other far off 
land, a fertile field is open to cultivation, but for lack 
of a sufficient number of toilers, there is danger 
of it being overrun by wolves, ready to devour the 
lambkins of the fold of Christ. 

Are there not some generous souls willing to make 
sacrifices for those whose noble heritage of divine faith 
is at staker 

The Franciscan Missionary Sisters would be glad to 
welcome such favored persons to Mount Saint Francis, 
where favorable opportunities are afforded to prepare 
for labor among God’s poor. 

—Our Lady of Good Counsel School. As an offshoot 
of Saint Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, the Sisters purchased 
some property at 744 South roth Street and established 
there a Kindergarten and Day Home for poor children. 
Sister M. Raphael, Superior pro tempore in the absence 
of Sister M. Dominic who had been summoned to 
Europe, transacted the affair and found herself in a 
dilemma regarding funds wherewith to meet expenses. 

The keys of the house were received on the Feast of 
the stigmata of Saint Francis, September 17, 1900. 


OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL CONVENT. 
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These keys Sister carried to the tomb of the Venerable 
Bishop Neumann, saying: ‘Since obedience forbids us 
going to the living Bishop, we shall go to the dead 
one.’ A novena of Mondays was commenced and on 
the day previous to that on which the payment became 
due, the amount was in possession of the Sisters. Arch- 
bishop Ryan had been extremely generous in_ his 
financial assistance, hence the reluctance to apply for 
further aid. 

On October 2nd Sisters M. Agnes, Anastasia and 
Colette, were transferred from Saint Mary Magdalen 
de Pazzi Convent to occupy the premises and prepare 
for the opening. Sister M. Raphael returned to resume 
her duties as Superioress of Saint Francis of Assisi 
School in New York City, and on November 4th, Rev. 
Angelo Caruso, O.S.A., blessed the house and cele- 
brated first Holy Mass in the little chapel provided for 
the dwelling of Jesus in His Sacrament of love. 

His Grace, Archbishop Ryan, and Bishop Prender- 
gast were real fathers to the Sisters; encouraging them 
in their arduous labors, ever showing their apprecia- 
tion by frequent informal calls and substantial aid, the 
latter to a great extent having been urged by His Emi- 
nence, Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, then Doctor Dough- 
erty, who at the time was extraordinary confessor to 
the Sisters. 

One day Archbishop Ryan surprised the Sisters by 
having a messenger call at the door of the convent and 
present a check for the sum of five thousand dollars 
which in those days seemed a fortune. However, 
this was only one instance of his many kindly ben- 
efices. Calling on another occasion, His Grace said 
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to the Sister porteress: “What part of Italy did you 
come from, Sister?” Immediately the response came: 
“From Tipperary, your Grace.” “Good,” he said, 
“that’s where I came from.” Baie it 

His Grace, Diomede Falconio, an old and valued 
friend of the Community, while visiting Philadelphia 
in 1911 accompanied by Rev. James A. Gillespie, S.J., 
Rev. Angelo Caruso, O.S.A., and others, visited the 
Sisters; he remarked that the building was not large 
enough to accommodate with any comfort, the number 
ic cle required for the work. “You should spread 

it,” he said. The superior told him they were most 
bie of acquiring the adjoining house and had 
thrown into the yard small statues of Saint Joseph and 
Saint Anthony, but if His Grace would make a good 
size cross on the wall between the houses, they were 
quite sure there would be an opening very soon. His 
Excellency made the sign, offered a short prayer and in 
less than two weeks the owner, Mrs. Daly, called on the 
Sisters and begged them to purchase the house. This 
was accomplished with Ecclesiastical approbation and 
the aforementioned check used in part payment of the 
property which came into possession of the Sisters on 
the Feast of Saint Augustin, August 28, 1903. A door 
now marks the place where the sign of our holy religion 
was made. 

During the process of alterations necessarily under- 
taken, the owner of the adjoining house came to offer 
it also for sale. A visit to His Grace, Archbishop Ryan, 
after a previous one to Rt. Rev. Bishop Prendergast 
who always acted as advisor, settled the matter, and on 
October 7th of the same year the property was pur- 
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chased, all expenses for alterations, etc., being paid by 
order of Rt. Rev. Bishop Prendergast. 

The following is an extract from the Standard and 
Times: “The Italian Industrial School, Kindergarten 
and Day Nursery for boys and girls at 744 South 
1oth Street, which is in charge of the Missionary Sisters 
of Saint Francis of Assisi was blessed on Sunday after- 
noon by His Grace, Archbishop Ryan. 

“The ceremonies began in the neat little chapel on 
the first floor from which His Grace, the Clergy and 
the Sisters proceeded through the house, each room of 
_ which was blessed in turn. As the procession reached 
the Kindergarten on the second floor a choir of little 
girls sang the ‘Ecce Sacerdos’ and as those officiating 
returned, the children’s voices filled the air with the 
strains of “Vivat Pastor Bonus.’ A canary bird in the 
Kindergarten seemed determined to be heard in the 
hymn of praise and welcome and sang lively and beau- 
tifully. 

“Returning to the chapel, Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament was given by His Grace, assisted 
by Rev. M. C. Donovan, rector of Saint Paul’s Church, 
Rev. Angelo Caruso, O.S.A., rector of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Church, Rev. Daniel Scallabrelli, O.S.A. 
and Rev. A. Donati, O.S.A., of the same church. The 
Tantum Ergo and Laudate Dominum were rendered 
by the Sisters’ choir. 

“A statue of Saint Joseph in the corridor, decorated 
in honor of his Feast, had at its base a little pot of 
shamrocks in which was an Irish flag. Good reason for 
this was found in the fact that thirteen of the nineteen 
Sisters were of Irish extraction, the other six being 
natives of the northern part of Italy. Thus Ireland is 
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endeavoring to repay Italy for the Faith sent her from 
Rome by aiding in preventing the little ones of sunny 
Italy from being robbed of their faith. 

“The Papal colors were in prominence, being fes- 
tooned throughout the rooms and over the doorways.” 

Simultaneously with these events the School of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel became an established feature 
and the Pastor, Rev. Angelo Caruso, O.S.A., requested 
that the Sisters take charge. Six were assigned for this 
purpose, three of whom arrived from the Mother House 
to teach the Italian language; these with Sister M. 
Celestine, the superior and principal of the school, who 
with two others had come from Peekskill, constituted 
the corps of Sisters in the new foundation, which under 
the patronage of Saint Anthony progressed so rapidly. 
A gentleman donated a life-size statue of the great 
wonder-worker, and the dear Saint was pleased to 
manifest his power in many ways. 

Ere long two thousand children attended the Sun- 
day School and one thousand the day school. Sacri- 
fices innumerable necessarily ensued, but the cheerful 
hearts, ever mindful that He who died for the least 
and lowliest of those to whom their services were con- 
secrated would be their recompense, experienced the 
truth of our Lord’s words: “My yoke is sweet and 
My burden light.” 

Words fail to record the good accomplished, or re- 
count the number of souls preserved from the grasp 
of such as would strive to entice the lambkins away 
from the sheltering arms of the true fold into strange, 
unhealthy pastures. 

For several years during the summer months, the 
Sisters gave their services to Saint Vincent de Paul 
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Society for the children, who by the hundreds were 
granted a vacation at Port Kennedy. Here the Sisters 
directed the children’s play, accompanied them to daily 
Mass, taught them their prayers, and how to do many 
useful things which would be of service to them in the 
future. 

While the frightful epidemic of ‘Flu’ ravaged the 
City of Philadelphia, Sisters of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel School, although not having been trained as 
nurses, were among the first to answer the call for 
volunteers to care for the poor and afflicted. Lovingly 
did they attend the sufferers in their homes by personal 
ministrations, providing remedies and nourishment to 
the many stricken, needy patients. A commendatory 
letter from His Grace, Archbishop Dougherty, to the 
Sisters on that occasion, expressed his appreciation of 
their unstinted services. 

The number of children attending the school in- 
creased continuously, in consequence of which the num- 
ber of Sisters was augmented from six to twenty-nine. 
Over one thousand children have passed through the 
Kindergarten and Day Nursery, and well-nigh twenty- 
five thousand have attended the school. 

Many graduates of Our Lady of Good Counsel School 
continue their studies at the Catholic High School of 
Philadelphia, where they display remarkable talent, and 
having completed the required course are capable of 
filling positions of trust, not a few having achieved 
prominence in their chosen avocations. 

His Eminence, Sebastian Cardinal Martinelli, O.S.A., 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States, when a guest 
of the Augustinian Fathers who zealously govern this 
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flourishing establishment and are in sympathy with the 
Sisters’ efforts, visited the school, imparting his bless- 
ing to all the children. He also called at the convent 
and several times celebrated Mass for the Sisters. 

During the early years of the Mission, the angel of 
death claimed three of the zealous workers, Sister M. 
Agnes, December 9, 1901; Sister M. Matilda, May 3, 
1903 and Sister M. Josephine, March 10, 1904. All 
were happily fortified by the Sacraments of our holy 
Church, and interred at Mount Saint Francis. 

Following is an excerpt from one of the Philadelphia 
papers regarding Alvernia Commercial School opened 
by the Missionary Sisters in 1923: “The second an- 
nual commencement exercises of the Alvernia Business 
School, 744 South roth Street, conducted by the Mis- 
sionary Sisters of Saint Francis, were held in the Sis- 
ters’ Chapel, Sunday afternoon at 4 o'clock. The 
Chapel,. beautifully decorated with early June roses, 
provided a lovely setting for the graduates. 

“The address was given by the Rev. M. J. Corcoran, 
O.S.A. The Reverend Father stressed three points 
which he asked the graduates, about to emerge into 
the business world, to remember: Loyalty to their em- 
ployer, no matter under what condition; self-respect 
and respect for superiors; and strict observance in re- 
gard to their manners and dress. Father Corcoran also 
mentioned the purpose of Alvernia School; namely, to 
provide a thorough business training for girls of the 
city and elsewhere. Although quite a ‘young’ school, 
it is known from the records of its ‘first’ graduates for 
its excellent teaching, he declared. 

“Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament followed 
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the presentation of medals and diplomas. Father Cor- 
coran was celebrant. Afterwards a reception was ten- 
dered the graduates in the prettily decorated class- 
rooms,” 


CHART Biv’ 


Saint Teresa’s School, Tarrytown, N. Y. 
—Saint Matthew's School, Hastings-on-Hudson 
—Saint Patrick’s School, Verplanck, N. Y. 


HE Sisters are here and have come to remain; 
and every girl who goes to school is to be in the 
hall tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock.” 

Such was the announcement made one beautiful 
October day in the Church of Saint Teresa, Tarrytown, 
N. Y., by the Very Rev. Dean Patrick Egan, V.F. of 
honored and beloved memory, whose fatherly solicitude 
had noted the pressing need of a parochial school. 

The following morning, Monday, with the exception 
of two or three, every school girl in Saint Teresa’s 
parish—at that time the only one within many miles— 
presented herself for “examination.” Several amusing 
incidents occurred during the first day when the girls 
assembled in the little old Sunday School, and sat on 
straight-backed wooden benches along the wall. Years 
later, Professor Dumond the venerable principal of 
Tarrytown public school, for over thirty years the guid- 
ing star of that establishment, told of what consterna- 
tion filled the place when about one hundred forty 
vacancies were found in the girls’ department without 
any apparent reason for same; no notice having been 
given but the foregoing announcement on the previous 
day. 


‘ 
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Some may recall the crude gray benches on which 
were seated those eager, happy pupils, whose earnest 
gaze was turned upon the Franciscan Sisters who had 
come from their Provincial House in Peekskill, with 
pleasurable anticipations of good they hoped to accom- 
plish among them. 

The gratitude and affection still manifested by many 
of those present on that first school day, and the eager- 
ness with which they entrust their little ones to the 
guidance of the Sisters evince in a most gratifying 
manner, the sense of appreciation retained of benefits 
received in the sunny days of girlhood, when the thought 
of God and one’s immortal soul was of vita] importance, 
with all other subjects subservient to it. 

Happy the mother who can say she has done well 
her part in the education of her child, and whose con- 
Science reproaches her not for failing to accept the op- 
portunities placed at her disposal in matters pertaining 
to religious, as well as to secular education. 

There were but two Sisters, Sister Mary Aloysius, 
Tobin, and a younger Sister, who at the end of the 
school term was transferred to another mission, and 
after an absence of two years returned to serve as 
superior of the convent and principal of the school, in 
which capacity she remained until July of tort. 

For about two months the Sisters resided with a dear 
old lady and her daughter, both of whom certainly 
spared no pains “in looking after the Sisters” who were 
in a fair way of being spoiled by all the kindness 
lavished upon them. One especially could not refrain 
from contrasting the silver lustre of the chains that 
held back the beautiful lace window curtains, with her 
dull steel rosary chain, and the comforts pervading this 


146 FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS 


miniature palace with the severe plainness of her 
novitiate. 

The Sunday School proved inadequate to accommo- 
date all the pupils, therefore classes were held in the 
church while workmen hastened to extend the ancient 
structure. And was not dear old Father Egan proud 
of his school! Often would he lean over a Sister’s chair 
and whisper to her, “Sister, are they saying it right?” 
After the hall was enlarged, school continued therein 
until 1888 when boys were admitted, the pastoral res- 
idence on Beekman Avenue having been transformed 
into a school to accommodate some two hundred pupils. 

Here it is our pleasant duty to mention one without 
whom this history would be incomplete; one whose per- 
sonality infused a stimulus to every effort, a motive 
for every endeavor. The Rev. Joseph P. Egan, shar- 
ing in the sentiments of his saintly uncle, was the soul 
of everything pertaining to school work. He extolled 
the industrious, aided the weak and encouraged the 
teacher. His kindness knew no bounds, while his cheer- 
ing words inspired enthusiasm for better things in the 
minds of all. In 1890, when the Very Rev. Dean Egan 
was summoned to his eternal reward and Father Joseph 
who had been assistant priest became pastor, the school 
continued his special care and pride. Sodalities, Bible 
History and Latin classes, religious instruction, and the 
fostering of priestly and religious vocations, attested the 
zeal of this untiring reaper of souls. 

A few weeks previous to their first Christmas in 
Tarrytown, the Sisters moved to a neat little cottage 
in North Washington Street, which they named Con- 
vent of the Immaculate Conception, (a title preserved 
to the Sisters’ dwelling through all changes). Here they 
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found ample opportunity to practice holy poverty. But 
their greatest deprivation consisted in the absence of a 
chapel. For months their only oratory was a room 
used as a parlor, and happy were they when an altar 
was erected by their ever faithful benefactor, Mr. 
Joseph Blouin, in a room scarcely large enough to 
admit four priedieus for the four Sisters who now con- 
stituted the resident staff. 

Dear Sister M. Monica, Reilly, presided over the 
household duties, and in her humble capacity of server 
to the little community, lovingly strove to imitate our 
Divine Lord providing for His disciples on the shore 
of Tiberias, when He disdained not to prepare the fish 
for His hungry guests. In her beautiful humility Sis- 
ter exhibited as much kindness, decorum and dignity 
as if reigning over a kingdom. Her exact observance 
of rule edified all, and her perfect recollection revealed 
a soul in constant union with God. Even in death her 
obedience manifested itself. Several Sisters were sum- 
moned to Mount Saint Francis for their annual retreat, 
among them being Sister M. Monica. A few days 
previous to the appointed time, Sister became ill of 
pneumonia, and the day on which she was to depart, 
her revered remains were conveyed from her mission 
at Newark, N. J. to which she had been transferred, and 
Where her soul had gone forth to spend her eternal re- 
treat with Him whom she had so loved. 

It was in the fall of 1885, that Saint Teresa’s School 
came into existence. The great aqueduct which would 
convey water to New York City was in construction, 
and in order to enable the Very Rev. Dean Egan to 
Support and continue the sublime work of education, 
monthly for three years, the Sisters rode many miles to 
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the “shafts” to collect from the generous workmen of- 
ferings of money required for the upkeep of his school. 
Sometimes the cold was intense and their return in the 
evening most gratifying. But they were happy days, 
and the pleasure manifested by the children attending 
school more than compensated for any personal incon- 
venience. 

As in all undertakings that are to prosper, divers 
hardships were borne by the Sisters, known only to 
God for whom they were glad to endure, in order to 
bring His love into the hearts of the dear ones entrusted 
to their care. In the lapse of time conditions became 
less fatiguing; the people always loved the Sisters, were 
ever kind to them, and after four decades of intercourse 
have not lost their reverence for the humble daughters 
of Saint Francis. 

Among those constant in their benefactions may be 
mentioned Mr. Michael Noonan of Water Street, whose 
generosity in supplying the convent with fuel conveyed 
by his own vehicles and prepared by his own hands, 
evinced but one phase of his unceasing liberality. His 
Christian wife and entire family, including three of his 
daughters who attended school, vied in “bringing to 
the Sisters.” 

Another whose benevolence must ever find a response 
of sincere gratitude is Miss Margaret Igoe. All through 
the existence of Saint Teresa’s school, this more than 
generous benefactress has played the fairy godmother 
to the Sisters, who experienced at her hands and those 
of her noble-hearted brother, Dr. Owen A. Igoe, an un- 
interrupted series of kindly services. 

Occasionally a cheery informal visit from His Grace, 
Archbishop Corrigan, the gentle constant friend of the 
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Sisters, would instil new vigor into their daily routine 
and encourage them to more earnest endeavor. A short 
time prior to his somewhat sudden demise, he enter- 
tained the Sisters with beautiful, amusing, instructive 
and edifying anecdotes of his days at Rome with stu- 
dents of the American College. The customs peculiar 
to the different saints’ days and the participation of the 
students in each, related with such simplicity by so 
lofty a personage, imprinted a lasting impression upon 
the minds of his hearers. 

In 1894 when failing health induced Father Joseph 
to resign the onerous duties of his beloved Saint 
Teresa’s, he was succeeded by the Rev. Dr. William A. 
Farrell, whose brief pastorate of seven months was 
fraught with deeds so numerous and so beneficial, as to 
occasion a wonderment still existing in the minds of 
persons aware of the improvements accomplished so 
rapidly. 

Desirous of having all the Catholic children of 
Tarrytown in his parochial school, and to provide a 
more comfortable residence for the Sisters whom he 
held in the highest esteem, Father Farrell assigned the 
priests’ residence as a convent, and what had been the 
school and Sisters’ dwelling, was reconverted to a rec- 
tory, as it had been prior to the year 1888. The school 
he transferred to the “Jackson Property” previously 
purchased by Father Joseph. There it still continues, 
awaiting the erection of a new structure which accord- 
ing to the venerable Rev. Eugene McKenna, successor 
to Father Farrell and pastor for thirty years, “will 
equal any such building in Westchester County.” 

During all these vicissitudes the pupils have not been 
remiss. Previous to the year 1896, many went forth 
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fully equipped for life’s battle, although possessing no 
certificate or diploma, simply because until then the 
school had issued none. 

Examinations by the Diocesan Board of Examiners 
were frequent; at one of these the Rev. Father Dumphy 
of White Plains, N. Y., said to a boy about nine years 
of age: “It is seven miles from Tarrytown to White 
Plains; how many inches is that?’ The little man, 
without the slightest hesitation, performed the opera- 
tion so rapidly that the priest in amazement turned to 
the Sister saying: ‘Who is her” At present he is a 
well-known New York City Pastor. 

It was the noted educator, Rev. Brother Baldwin, 
one of the examiners, who styled Saint Teresa’s pupils 
the champion spellers, and the Rev. John M. Furman, 
Head Master of the famous Irving School, who since his 
arrival in Tarrytown continued a constant friend of the 
Sisters, repeatedly stated that never did he visit the 
school without acquiring some useful knowledge. 

Saint Teresa’s attained a high standard which ac- 
cording to the Rev. Pastor “is second to none outside of 
New York City—or in it for that matter.” The numer- 
ous certificates awarded by the New York State Regents 
every year subsequent to 1896, attest the accuracy of 
this statement. 

A Regents’ certificate, with a School Diploma and a 
beautiful gold medal donated by interested patrons is 
the reward of each graduate. 

Dramatics, which were quite popular with both girls 
and boys, never interfered with class work, or hindered 
a desire for lofty ideals; on the contrary, always of an 
elevating character, they engendered a proper apprecia- 
tion of faith and patriotism. Such plays as “Our Lady 
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of Lourdes,’ showing the power and goodness of the 
Mother of God; “The Princess of Thuringia,” portray- 
ing the trials of dear Saint Elizabeth of Hungary; 
“Fabiola,” a sacred drama by Cardinal Wiseman de- 
picting the persecution of Christians at Rome in the 
third century; “Rip Van Winkle,” a story of their own 
Sleepy Hollow, and “The Capture of Major André,” 
enacted within a few paces of the precise spot on which 
was captured the unfortunate youth who was, sad to 
say, but a messenger for the traitor Arnold, served to 
elevate not only the “Dramatis Persone,” but also the 
numerous spectators attending such performance. 

Among former pupils are to be found men and women 
in every sphere of life, as may be perceived by a glance 
at some of the personators in the last named drama. 
“Colonel Jameson,” “A Page to Sir Henry Clinton,” 
and “Benedict Arnold’ became priests; “General 
Knyphausen” died in his second year as an ecclesiastical 
student; “General George Washington” followed in the 
footsteps of his father as a plumber; “General Greene” 
qualified as a doctor; “General Lafayette,” an architect; 
“General Putnam,” an auditor for the Grand Central 
Railroad; “General Steuben,” an artist; and “Major 
John André’—who when captured at Tarrytown, so 
strongly resisted the ““Three Patriots’ as to be all but 
torn to pieces in the struggle—became an expert 
machinist. 

An extensive music class, for several years directed 
by Sister M. Anthony, Dobbins, an accomplished mu- 
sician, whose well-trained pupils displayed remarkable 
ability in the performance of exquisite selections, most 
charmingly entertained the audience by pleasing num- 
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bers interspersed throughout the program. On one of 
these occasions, Maurice Francis Egan, United States 
Minister to Denmark, being Guest of Honor, a young 
lady heard the kindly admonition of Father Joseph: 
“A little louder, Jennie!” 

A prominent educator has this to say of the drama: 
“If the average altar boy could be brought to realize 
that when he serves at Mass he is an actor in the most 
wonderful and impressive drama in the world, un- 
doubtedly his devotion would be increased; possibly 
his responses would be almost intelligible. 

“That in both ancient and modern times the drama 
was born at the foot of the altar; that the most primi- 
tive plays among all peoples were associated with re- 
ligious ceremonies; that the mysteries, miracle plays 
and moralities of the middle ages constituted a con- 
necting link between the distinctively religious drama 
of the Mass on the one hand and the secular and mod- 
ern drama on the other.” 

The large number of priests from Saint Teresa's 
parish provides matter for pride to Tarrytown residents. 
In 1910 it was estimated that only one other, an ex- 
tensive city parish, had given more laborers to the vine- 
yard of Christ in New York’s Archdiocese. This sub- 
lime honor is still continued to the school; seldom a 
period exists wherein dear old Saint Teresa’s is not 
represented at the seminary. 

After the magnificent ceremonies terminating the 
Jubilee of 1925, and the closing of the Holy Door in the 
Vatican by His Holiness, Pope Pius XI when our be- 
loved Shepherd-Prince, His Eminence, Patrick Cardinal 
Hayes, celebrated Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, 
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it was the privilege of a Saint Teresa’s graduate, the 
Rev. John H. Mahoney, to be Deacon of the Mass 
on that auspicious occasion. 

The girls also have been generously favored by the 
Heavenly Bridegroom who in large numbers has called 
them to His service in divers Religious Communities, 
where they are spending themselves in the glorious work 
of teaching and caring for God’s little ones and for 
His poor, while others are engaged in professional, com- 
mercial and industrial avocations, and in household 
duties which are by no means wanting in importance. 
Indeed the girls of Saint Teresa’s are noted for their 
integrity and repeatedly have elicited the commendation 
of priests who, after having conducted a mission or a 
retreat, remarked that “nowhere else had they met with 
more noble-minded girls.’”’ Devotion to our Immaculate 
Mother is given as a reason for this. The sodality of 
the Children of Mary has ever been the special care of 
the Sisters, of whom Rev. Father Joseph averred that 
“were it not for the Sisters, the Children of Mary would 
never have held together as they did.” The first Sun- 
day of every month is held sacred to the honor of 
Mary whose benign aid is invoked by the reception of 
Holy Communion, and the singing of her “Little Office” 
and hymns peculiar to her devoted clients. 

A more beautiful tribute cannot be conceived, nor one 
more appreciated than that paid to the Sister who for 
many years directed the doings of the Children of Mary, 
many of whom say: “I never think of our Blessed 
Mother that I do not think of you.” 

In addition to the Sodality of the Children of Mary, 

Saint Aloysius Sodality exists for boys; the Angels’ 
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Sodality for girls who have made their first Holy Com- 
munion; Sodality of the Infant Jesus for younger boys 
and girls; and last, but not least, a society of ladies of 
the parish designated ‘Saint Ann’s Guild,” whose 
pleasure it is to provide clothing and other necessities 
for the poor, many of whom are frequently relieved by 
these good ladies who certainly accomplish a vast 
amount of good in a very unostentatious manner, since 
only the Sisters are aware of the recipients of their 
charity. | 

Ever an event of supreme importance is First Holy 
Communion Day. A most imposing spectacle presents 
itself when, to the accompaniment of the splendid organ, 
the children unite their tender voices, and with earnest 
gaze uplifted toward the tabernacle, in solemn accents 
they sing: “O Lord I Am Not Worthy!” or with the 
Disciples at Emmaus in earnest tones they plead: “Stay 
Dearest Lord.” Many a tear of joy has fallen from 
eyes of parents and friends while listening to strains of 
purest melody issuing from heart and lips of those little 
innocents. 

While acting as administrator in the absence of Rev. 
Father McKenna, the late Msgr. Luke J. Evers, founder 
of the “Night Workers’ Mass,” so beautifully para- 
phrased the latter hymn that scarcely one present re- 
mained unmoved. He told how the dear little children 
were just beginning their journey, while the parents were 
well on their way, and some even nearing the end. 

Following is the hymn which may find a response in 
the heart of some one seeking a Friend who will never 
desert nor disappoint, but Who shall ever be recognized 
“In the breaking of Bread.” 
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Stay, dearest Lord! Abide with me, the night is coming 
on! 

And shadows are deep’ning ’round my soul—the way is 
so very long— 

I need Thee, Oh! Lord; Thy smile to cheer, Thy pres- 
ence to soothe each pain. 

Then sorrows may come, whilst Thou art near, all trials 
and fears are vain. 


Stay, dearest Lord! Abide with me, the night is falling 
fast, 

And labors are many with moments few; the day will 
so soon be past! 

I need Thee, Oh! Lord; Thy grace to aid, Thy mercy 
to keep me free, 

Till in Thy bright home from sin’s deep shade, my soul 
shall abide with Thee. 


On leaving the church, the First Communicants be- 
come the guests of the Children of Mary who supply 
and serve breakfast, after which, returning to the 
church, the children are invested with the scapular of 
our Lady, and are then dismissed to spend the remain- 
ing hours with their parents. Thus terminates the 
happiest day of all well-instructed Catholics, as are 
these after months of preparation and a retreat of 
three days prior to Communion Day. 

As a tribute to the generosity of the Tarrytown 
people the following is related: When permission to 
enlarge the convent chapel was granted by Rev. Father 
McKenna, as usual the Sisters called upon Mr. Blouin, 
who invited several contractors to a meeting held at 
the convent to discuss the matter in hand. 

The question of cost being of paramount importance, 
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that subject received due notice, but what a surprise to 
the Sister Superior were the words: “Sister, you just 
tell us what you want and we shall attend to the rest.” 

Immediately, plans were drawn; Messrs. Joseph 
Blouin, Michael Lynch, Harry Madden, Michael Mar- 
tin, Edward Devlin, Bartholomew Egan, Maurice Power 
and Timothy Maher set to work that the addition might 
be completed for the Feast of Corpus Christi, which 
that year coincided with Decoration Day. Professor 
Edward Martin graciously presented a receipted bill 
that had been paid for an extra supply of brick, and so 
determined were all to comply with the desire of cele- 
brating our Lord’s own Feast with becoming dignity, 
that Mr. Maurice Power remained until midnight put- 
ting on the finishing touches in order to be ready for 
Mass, which the Rev. Pastor celebrated the following 
morning in presence of the above mentioned benefactors. 

Never did Father McKenna speak more touchingly 
than when telling how it pleased our Divine Lord to 
have built for Him a dwelling wherein He would reside 
and hearken to the petitions of all who would heed 
His loving invitation: “Come to Me all you that labor 
and | will refresh you.” A unique event came next in 
order when the gentlemen partook of breakfast in the 
convent. 

Mr. John H. Mahoney, father of Rev. John H. Ma- 
honey, D. D., and for several years President of North 
Tarrytown Village, with many other benefactors are 
gratefully remembered by the Sisters, whose number 
has increased from two to eleven. When the new school 
shall have opened its welcoming portals, yet others will 
be required to attend the ever-increasing flow of ap- 
plicants. 
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A large percentage of the hundreds at present on roll 
display indications of equaling, if not surpassing their 
predecessors in that thoroughness which has won for 
Saint Teresa’s graduates, a name equivalent to a pass- 
port on the road to success. It is hoped that the many 
who are teaching in parochial and public schools will 
be successful, and that God may bless their efforts. 

After the saintly Rev. Michael J. Mulhern, for four- 
teen years assistant at Saint Teresa’s where he was 
affectionately styled: “Friend of the sick” had been 
appointed pastor of Saint Angela Merici’s in New York 
City, the Rev. James P. Hughes, a former pupil of Saint 
Teresa’s School, for several years during Father Mc- 
Kenna’s illness, very efficiently filled the offices of ad- 
ministrator. Under his direction the church was beau- 
tifully decorated. He effected some necessary changes 
in the school; had heat extended to the top floor of the 
convent, and had installed therein electric light. 

The venerable Father McKenna died on March 24, 
1925 without having his desire realized. Hence, to the 
present vigorous, enthusiastic Pastor, the Rev. William 
J. Donohue, reverts the problem to erect at a cost of 
two hundred thousand dollars the proposed school, 
which is to be one of excellent appointments. The 
plans call for twelve classrooms, a large auditorium, a 
gymnasium, a spacious club or reception room and a 
library. At present the school is in course of erection, 
and is expected to be ready for use in September of 1927. 

—Saint Matthew’s School. Rev. David O’Connor, 
Pastor of Sacred Heart Church, Dobbs Ferry and of 
Saint Matthew’s Church, Hastings-on-Hudson, erected 
a combination school and convent at the latter place, 
which when completed he requested that Sisters be sent 
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to take charge of the school and teach catechism on 
Saturdays and Sundays at Dobbs Ferry. Sister M. 
Celestine, Murtha, Sister M. Martha, Greely, and Sis- 
ter M. Josephine, Almond, were assigned, and on No- 
vember 24, 1888 the building was blessed by His Grace, 
Archbishop Corrigan, D.D., assisted by the Pastor, and 
his curate, Rev. Thomas Wallace; Rev. Charles E. 
McDonnell, D. D. Secretary to His Grace, later Bishop 
of Brooklyn; the Rev. Fathers Patrick and Joseph Egan 
of Tarrytown; Dean Lings of Yonkers and several other 
ecclesiastics. After the celebration of Solemn Mass, the 
procession proceeded from the Church to the school 
building where each room was blessed. The children as- 
sembled in one of the classrooms, very beautifully sang 
the “Ecce Sacerdos” and “Holy God, We Praise Thy 
Name.” 

Although the Sisters were so few, His Grace gave per- 
mission for the reservation of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, stipulating that the children be permitted to visit 
the chapel at least once a week, and there recite some 
prayers in common. The Sisters were very grateful for 
this sublime privilege, and evinced their appreciation 
by offering many prayers for their kind benefactor. 

Rev. Father O’Connor had recently returned from a 
trip to his native land whence he had conveyed a hand- 
some jaunting car, which on this blissful day afforded 
untold pleasure to the visiting clergy. It certainly was 
novel to see an Irish jaunting car on the aristocratic 
section of Broadway between Hastings and Dobbs 
Ferry, and to note the joy beaming from the faces of 
the occupants who were amused at the experience of 
endeavoring to hold themselves in a steady position. 

Owing to an epidemic of measles in the village, al- 
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though everything was in readiness, the school did not 
begin regular class work until January 7, 1889. On this 
day, every Catholic child of school age with the ex- 
ception of one who was justly excused, registered for 
admission. Within a brief period, the Rev. Pastor and 
his assistant were proud of the progress made by the 
children under the Sisters’ direction, as the Board of 
Diocesan Examiners who several times visited the school 
expressed their hearty approval. On one occasion while 
on business in the vicinity of Hastings, our late Car- 
dinal, John M. Farley, who was then Monsignor, made 
an informal visit to St. Matthew’s School. He put the 
children through quite an examination in United States 
History, English Grammar, etc., and when the Pastor 
arrived, congratulated him on the knowledge displayed 
by the children in the subjects upon which he had 
questioned them. 

About the year 1892, Rev. Father O’Connor’s sight 
had become seriously impaired, and the Church Au- 
thorities deemed it advisable to separate the parishes. 
The Rev. Father Thomas Quinn was assigned to 
Hastings as the first resident priest. An immense debt 
on the parish coupled with the current expenses, and 
the principal industries, until then in the village, hav- 
ing been moved to another section of the State, the 
Rey. Pastor became so discouraged that he decided to 
close the school for a few years. This was done on July 
18, 1895. Hence in the following September, the pu- 
pils were obliged to attend the public school where they 
were set up by the principal and teachers as an ex- 
ample to the other children. 

When Rev. Thomas O’Keefe became Pastor of Saint 
Matthew’s, he requested that the Sisters return. His 
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petition was favored and the school re-opened in Sep- 
tember of 1911. Many of the former pupils experience 
great satisfaction in sending their children to the school 
they had attended, while a large class in music, and 
several flourishing sodalities now exist. 

—Saint Patrick’s School. In the quiet cozy village 
of Verplanck, N. Y. a sturdy race of God-fearing, re- 
spectable Catholics, whose men mostly engaged in 
brickmaking, had formed a little settlement in one of 
the quaintest of spots. A breeze as of the Emerald 
Isle seems to pervade the atmosphere of lofty hills 
overlooking the lordly Hudson, and settle over the lake, 
which a simple cabman informed a priest on his jour- 
ney as a new pastor, was “the largest body of water in 
the world.” That priest was not greatly prepossessed 
by the outlook of the “Point,” but very soon he learned 
to love his flock, and they in return complied with every 
wish of his in regard to their welfare. 

From 1882 the children were taught in Sunday School 
by two Sisters who, every Sunday drove the three miles 
from Mount Saint Francis. One of these tells how 
on each succeeding Sunday she changed her novice 
white veil for a black one, and accompanied good Sister 
M. Francesca over rough roads, so rough that at times 
the carriage would be almost overturned. On the first 
day this novice, desirous to begin her missionary labors, 
questioned some of the children who were grouped 
about, and was much amused at the replies received. 

A boy who wished to share with his companions the 
knowledge he thought he had acquired, asked another: 
“How many Gods are there?” The answer was: “One,” 
but the questioner said: ‘Ah! you need not go to her 
with that, I gave her three and she was not satisfied.” 
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Faith was strong in the hearts of this devoted people, 
and ere long it became manifest that the seed did not 
fall upon sterile ground. Sodalities were formed and 
the young people responded beautifully to all arrange- 
ments for their profit. 

In 1890, Father Patrick Mee, the faithful Pastor, 
succeeded in opening a school, which under the 
able direction of Sister M. Laurenza, Ryan, 
and her competent assistants, soon became a 
model of studious, untiring diligence and close applica- 
tion, the result of which enabled many of the pupils 
to rank high among those presenting themselves for 
Regents’ examinations. 

For some time the Sisters donated their services to 
aid in the upkeep of the school by collecting from em- 
ployees at the brickyards. This task although any- 
thing but pleasant was rendered less disagreeable 
through the generous responses made by honest, hard- 
working men whose hands formed the brick which might 
be seen throughout the country stamped with the name 
of “King” or “Timoney.” Both of these manufac- 
turers were generous benefactors of the Sisters, and 
both gave members of their families to the community 
—the former two, the latter one, all of whom are still 
effectively engaged among the reapers. 

A new school building of goodly proportions and ex- 
cellent equipment, recently erected by the zealous pas- 
tor, Rev. Chas. J. Finnegan, places Saint Patrick’s at 
Verplanck on a level with the best. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Saint Mary's School, West New York, N. J.—Holy 
Angels’ School, Singac.—Saint Leo’s School, Dun- 
dee Lake—Saint Francis School, Wanaque.—Saint 
John’s School, Cliffside—Saint Joseph’s School, 
Bogota, N. J. 


ROM the shores of the Tappan Zee with its wealth 

of natural beauty, we cross to the home of the mos- - 

quito, there to find a variety so profuse that certainly 
one cannot complain of monotony. 

Adjoining the Mission at Union City, N. J., a parish 
was founded in 18096, chiefly for the German popula- 
tion of that vicinity. The Pastor, Rev. Father Berg- 
hold, realizing the need of Sisters who would teach 
the youthful members of his flock, petitioned Rev. 
Mother Provincial for four Sisters, who were chosen 
and sent that same year. Sisters Mary Ignatius, Fi- 
delis, Bernardine and Alphonsine constituted the corps 
of laborers and effectively they taught both languages, 
English and German, so that the pupils advanced most 
encouragingly until the number had increased from 
ninety to several hundreds. 

Poverty prevailed in the beginning, but the good 
people cooperating with Pastor and Sisters, transformed 
the situation to one of comfort. With unbounded faith 
in the powerful intercession of our Blessed Lady, the 


Sisters were confident of gaining souls to God, and were 
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willing to undergo many and severe hardships for this 
purpose. Oneness of heart and soul is certain to pros- 
per, and the multiplied favors conferred upon this 
mission is evidence that “In union there is strength.” 
Not only do the pupils excel in the examinations, but 
many graduates fill important positions throughout the 
Eastern States, and God has favored in a particular 
manner many young men and women of the parish, 
by calling them to His service in the sanctuary and in 
the religious life. 

—Holy Angels, Singac. In 1903 the Franciscan Fath- 
ers decided to open a Mission at Singac, N. J., where the 
children had been taught in Sunday School by Sisters 
from Saint Bonaventure’s in Paterson. 

Two Sisters left Mount Saint Francis on December 
28th, keenly alive to the separation from companions 
and children. When the saintly Father Francis, O.F.M., 
became informed of who were to be his co-workers, he 
was highly elated, as one of them had served for two 
years under his direction at Croghan, and for four 
years at Butler; now he hoped that her excellent mis- 
sionary spirit would again exert itself. With the special 
blessing of this intrepid missionary, and remembrance 
of words spoken by the esteemed Chaplain of Mount 
Saint Francis, Rev. Thomas L. Kinkead, “Go into 
Egypt and stay until I tell you to return,” the Sisters 
entered on their duties, hopeful of accomplishing much 
good among the children and people of Holy Angels’ 
Parish. Sister M. Angeline spent eleven years there, 
and after an absence of six years returned for six more, 
when the reception accorded her resembled the home- 
coming of a long absent mother. 

In the beginning many hardships were to be borne, 
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especially as the people in general were not over de- 
sirous of having a parochial school. Very soon, how- 
ever, the self-sacrificing lives of the Sisters won their 
confidence, and even non-Catholics who had striven to 
prevent the opening of a Catholic school, became quite 
friendly. 

The church served as a school, where for two years 
the Sisters taught under trying conditions after their 
long trolley ride from Paterson; in the winter to find 
no heat until some of the boys would light a fire, then 
the windows must be opened to allow the smoke an exit. 

Rev. Father Augustin, O.F.M., the pastor, desired to 
procure a house for the Sisters; a novena in honor of 
Saint Joseph obtained the favor before his Feastday, 
and on March 25th the Sisters were in possession of a 
comfortable little convent, having as their special guest 
Him for whom they had “left all.” A peculiar inci- 
dent occurred in connection with the purchase of this 
property; the owner, Mr. Wiles, called upon the Sisters, 
and in course of conversation learned that the Su- 
perioress’ father was Captain Green, and a veteran of 
the Civil War. “I too, have been a seafaring man, a 
veteran of the Civil War and a resident of Newark,” 
he said. The fact seemed to have a psychological 
effect, and having been told how prayers had been 
offered to Saint Joseph, Mr. Wiles related a dream 
that had prompted him to say he would sell. He said: 
“The night before an old man with hoary locks ap- 
peared to me and said, ‘If ninety-nine are against the 
priest you be the one for him.’ You know,” he re- 
marked, ‘I am a descendant of the same race as that 
old Patriarch.” 

The cosmopolitan population, many of whom were 
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Belgians or Poles, having developed beautiful voices 
and fine oratorical powers, their entertainments became 
a factor in social affairs, of non-Catholics and out-of- 
town people as well as local residents. 

A fine new school erected in 1905 affords opportunity 
to comply with all requirements, and the pupils have 
displayed remarkable ability. Many of the graduates 
have attained high rating in Academies, High Schools 
and Colleges, while others occupy positions of trust in 
business. 

Sodalities exist in flourishing condition; the crown- 
ing of Our Lady at the end of each succeeding May 
will always remain a sweet memory in the minds of all 
participants. 

—Saint Leo’s School, East Paterson, and Saint 
Francis School, Wanaque, N. J. These two schools 
were established in 1912 by the Franciscan Fathers of 
West Paterson, N. J., to bring God’s love into the hearts 
of numerous children scattered over an extensive 
district. 

Saint Leo’s at East Paterson, formerly Dundee Lake, 
was opened by Sister M. Guiseppe, Cain, and Saint 
Francis at Wanaque by Sister M. Seraphine, Fagan, 
each with three assistants. 

Different nationalities lend variety if not effective- 
ness to the task of training, and preparing for the re- 
ception of the sacraments several hundred children who 
evince a readiness to correspond with instructions 
imparted by the Sisters. 

In both cases a beautiful little convent and a fine 
school provided by the good Franciscan Fathers, whose 
kindness is duly appreciated, afford suitable accommo- 
dations for furthering education in these progressive 
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schools, whose pupils vie with their neighbors in striv- 
ing for knowledge, and who favorably compare with 
those of much longer existence. 

—Saint John’s, Cliffside. In September 1921, the 
Rev. Father John E. Kiernan, pastor of Saint John’s 
Church, Cliffside, N. J., invited the Sisters to resume 
charge of the school discontinued a few years previous, 
and to which the people were most solicitous to have 
them return. Mother M. Joseph appointed Sister M. 
Rosa, Sister Maria Anna, Sister M. Xaveria, Sister 
Marie Joseph, Sister M. Emeliana and Sister M. David 
to take up the work suspended for a time. Pupils flocked 
to the Sisters and ere long the interruption was imper- 
ceptible. 

A reception into the sodality of the Children of 
Mary was held on December 8th. Saint Aloysius So- 
dality and Sodality of the Holy Angels were organized, 
and soon after Bishop Collins, S.J., of Fordham Uni- 
versity officiated at the Confirmation of about four 
hundred children and twenty adults, most of whom 
received instructions from the Sisters. 

Two converts received their First Holy Communion 
on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, and one of them, a 
sister to the other, celebrated the silver anniversary of 
her wedding that same week. 

The societies of Knights, Handmaids, and Pages of 
the Blessed Sacrament were established, the members 
making their promise to Rev. Father Kiernan before 
the altar. The practices of these associations have been 
carried to other schools and to places of business. Boys 
and girls who have left school may be seen at the com- 
munion rail every Sunday as a result of their promises. 
A boy who met with an accident was observed going 
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frequently to Holy Communion with his arm in a sling 
rather than fail in his promise. 

The school numbers several hundred pupils whose 
examinations prove the efficiency of management, and 
instruction. The children are well prepared for the 
reception of the sacraments, and evince a wholesome 
interest in parish activities. 

—Saint Joseph’s School, Bogota, N. J. In a beauti- 
fully located section of what promises to be a very 
prosperous locality, Saint Joseph’s School was founded 
by the Rev. B. Koehler, O.M.C. This zealous pastor 
invited the Franciscan Missionary Sisters to take charge 
and instruct the youth of his flock in spiritual and 
secular knowledge, according to the desire of Holy 
Church. 

Sister M. Clementine, Yerks, and three companions 
opened school on September 14, 1925 with 138 pupils 
of the lower grades, as it is purposed to add a higher 
grade each year, so that all may benefit by Catholic 
training. 

Father Koehler’s successor, the Rev. B. Hunt, O.M.C., 
following the example of his worthy predecessor, exerts 
a beneficent influence over his parishoners. A Sodality 
of Children of Mary, Saint Aloysius, and the Holy 
Angels’ Sodality offer to the younger element an op- 
portunity for organization. 

A Parent Teacher Association, and a National Coun- 
_cil of Catholic Women, serve to bring together parents, 
Sisters and pupils, so that even within the period of 
its brief existence, a notable improvement is percep- 
tible in the children attending Saint Joseph’s School, and 
bright hopes are entertained for its future. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Assumption School, Peekskill, N. Y. 
—Immaculate Conception School, Irvington-on-Hudson 
—Loretto School, and Loretto Rest, Cold Spring, N. Y. 


ACK again to the lordly Hudson near the entrance 

to the Highlands. Here to the north rise the 
Manitou Mountains and to the south the Spitzen- 
berg. Anthony’s Nose, and the oft-sung Dunderberg 
cast their shadows across the silvery waters of the river, 
dotted with pleasure boats that tempt one to release 
them from their moorings, and glide at ease over the 
balmy waters. 

But no, we resist the temptation and travel inward 
to the Assumption School, a prominent structure in the 
ancient village of Peekskill. 

Although as far back as the year 1870 and through 
the intervening decades, the children of Peekskill en- 
joyed the services rendered by the Franciscan Sisters 
in Sunday School, it was not until April 15, 1907, that 
the Rev. James T. Curran, D.D., established a parochial 
school in the wonderful building he had erected near his 
church of the Assumption. 

This building attracted widespread interest on ac- 
count of its many remarkable appointments and un- 
usual resources. The “Guardian” included every phase 
of parochial activity, spiritual and social, and when 
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teachers entered upon their duties, several excellent 
classrooms were apportioned and supplied with all re- 
quisites, according to modern educational regulations 
and school law. Each term a new class was added 
until the completion of the elementary school year. 

First Graduation Exercises were held in June 1913, 
a triumphant occasion for priests, Sisters and pupils. 
On this occasion, the Rev. Arthur J. Scanlon, D.D. of 
Dunwoodie Seminary addressed the graduates, and 
again in 1919 this esteemed clergyman presided at the 
Closing Exercises. Regents examinations are held twice 
a year. The standard set in the beginning being still 
adhered to; each pupil must satisfactorily pass in all 
subjects prescribed by the University of New York, 
in order to receive a Regents Preliminary Certificate. 

Due to a very heavy debt on the Guardian Building 
when school was opened, through the zeal and gen- 
erosity of Mother M. Elizabeth, then Provincial, for 
several years the Sisters donated their services. 

On the demise of the beloved Pastor, sad indeed 
were all concerned for he had endeared himself to every- 
one by his gentleness and generosity. 

The Rev. Richard H. Tobin, for many years assistant 
to Dr. Curran, succeeded him as pastor. From the be- 
ginning it was Father Tobin who, on account of the 
Pastor’s illness, directed the establishment of the school, 
and after a few years he compensated the Sisters for the 
time they had labored without remuneration. His 
zealous interest in all pertaining to school affairs, or- 
dained that everything should be of the highest stand- 
ard. 

A large Recreation Hall serves as a splendid assem- 
bly room, while the beautiful auditorium affords oppor- 
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tunity for entertainments and social activities. In this 
auditorium are held the Graduation and Closing Ex- 
ercises. Father Tobin was succeeded by the Rev. M. A. 
Walsh, during whose tenure the school continued to ex- 
hibit most favorable results. 

During the initial years many high class entertain- 
ments were given at the end of each school term, and 
many distinguished persons freely gave of their time 
and special talents to help the Sisters and pupils in 
their work. 

Graduation Exercises were presided over by many 
distinguished prelates of the Catholic church. Rt. Rev. 
John J. Dunn, Auxiliary Bishop of New York, addressed 
the class of 1916. Three members of that Class are now 
Fifth Year Students at Dunwoodie Seminary. 

Most Rev. Michael J. Curley, Archbishop of Balti- 
more, addressed the Class of 1918. In 1920 Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. John P. Chidwick, D.D., President of Saint Jos- 
eph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, N. Y., presided and de- 
livered a very eloquent address in which he made a 
strong appeal to the graduates to continue on into fields 
of higher education. 

The following account is taken from the Highland 
Democrat: “The graduation exercises of the Guardian 
Parochial School were held on Sunday morning last 
in the Guardian Auditorium. There were twenty-four 
graduates, eight boys and sixteen girls. A very large 
audience was present, both the orchestra and gallery 
being filled. 

“The exercises began with a solemn Mass celebrated 
by Rev. Father Charles A. Danforth. 

“Rt. Rev. Msgr. John P. Chidwick, D. D., president 
of Saint Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, N. Y. and 
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Chaplain of the battleship Maine when it was blown 
up at Havana, Cuba, delivered the address to the 
graduates. 
| “Father M. A. Walsh introduced Monsignor Chid- 
wick. The former Navy Chaplain delivered an ad- 
dress that will long be remembered. He congratulated 
the students, the parents and the Sisters who had taught 
so well these young graduates. He explained in detail 
the value of Catholic Education. His listeners were 
spellbound by the fine oratory. Separate advice was 
given to the boy and girl graduates. 

“Patriotic exercises followed with the chanting of 
the pledge, songs, etc., by the graduates. The ‘Star 
Spangled Banner’ was sung by the audience. 

“Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was 
imparted by Rev. Father Chidwick and the hymn ‘Holy 
God, We Praise Thy Name’ completed the exercises. 

“Sodalities and societies for boys and girls enlist the 
interest of these remarkably fine students, whose re- 
turns from the New York Regents examinations prove 
the efficiency of instruction imparted. 

“Many of the pupils of the school have distinguished 
themselves during their high school work and have won 
the honors of their classes—thus reflecting credit to the 
Sisters who had laid the foundation. Several are now 
teaching in the Public Schools of New York City and 
elsewhere, after having completed the requirements of 
the Normal Schools and College Courses. Others are 
continuing in higher education preparing for the teach- 
ing profession. A goodly number of the boys are study- 
ing for the priesthood in various seminaries. At 
present there are four students in Dunwoodie, N. Y. 
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“The Sisters engaged in teaching at the Guardian re- 
side at the Convent, Mount Saint Francis.” 

—Immaculate Conception School. As a brilliant gem 
within a magnificent setting, the ivy-clad, quaintly 
built Church of the Immaculate Conception appears 
amid the gorgeous splendor of its surroundings. No 
passer-by e’er fails to gaze with admiration on the 
gleaming cross and towering turret, from which the 
statue of Our Lady beams with loving pity on the be- 
holder. 

No more does Ichabod, the doughty schoolmaster, 
wend his way across to his lonely neighbor; nor is there 
dread of meeting the “Headless Horseman.” Many 
changes have taken place in the world-renowned region 
of Washington Irving. 

In 1893 at the earnest request of Rev. Joseph Hayne, 
then Pastor of the Immaculate Conception parish in 
Irvington, two Sisters were borrowed from Saint 
Teresa’s, Tarrytown, to teach Sunday School. The chil- 
dren had been cared for by Miss Margaret Tuohey, a 
public school teacher, who with several young ladies 
of the parish sought to impart religious instruction, and 
prepare their charges for the reception of the sacra- 
ments. These generous helpers continued to supple- 
ment the work of the Sisters until January of 1908, 
when Rev. Terence Early who at the death of Father 
Hayne became Pastor, erected a school and residence, 
and invited the Franciscan Sisters to take complete 
charge of the children’s education. 

Sister Mary Angela, Coneely, for some years had been 
attending the Sunday School. Now, on the plea that 
she knew all the children, the Rev. Pastor requested 
she be appointed Superior. Reluctantly, the Rev. 
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Father McKenna, and Sister Superior consented to 
have her leave where for twelve years she had rendered 
excellent service as a teacher, and most edifying example 
of self-sacrifice; her sunny disposition and continuous 
kindness made her a model of unfailing charity. No 
duty was too great, no occupation so lowly as not to 
receive suitable attention from this earnest religious. 
Her companions in the new field of labor were Sister 
M. John Berchmanns, Sister M. Teresa Agnes and Sister 
M. Anita. 

Presently the people of Irvington noted a surprising 
change, and children flocked to the Sisters so rapidly 
that it became necessary to enlarge the school, as like- 
wise the Sisters’ dwelling. Daily drills, recurrent re- 
views, examinations, written and oral, helped to secure 
a thorough discipline in such fundamentals as reading, 
spelling, grammar, writing, mathematics, geography, 
history. The pupils’ success depending upon the solid 
foundation laid in the foregoing subjects. 

Catechism, First Holy Communion classes, meetings 
of societies, entertainments and children’s amusements 
were conducted on lines parallel to those of Tarrytown 
which was playfully termed: “the Grandmother of 
Franciscan Schools on the Hudson.” A _ spirit of 
friendliness exists between these historic old towns, 
made famous not only by Washington Irving’s “Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow’—where by the way, he now sleeps 
near the “Old Dutch Church” on the hill just beyond 
the bridge of “The Headless Horseman’’—but by the 
many peculiar incidents that have played important 
parts in our country’s history. 

By their vigorous efforts the Sisters advanced the 
development of the Immaculate Conception School, 
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whose pupils are welcomed by the Principal of the 
Irvington Public School, there to take “Regents” in 
which they prove very successful. 

Sister M. Angela remained until 1913, when she was 
appointed Superior at Cliffside, N. J. Here she spent 
but one year when summoned to Mount Saint Francis 
for her annual retreat. As zealatrice, she rang the bell 
for all the Exercises unto the very end, when the Re- 
treat Master imparted the Pope’s blessing and Benedic- 
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament. The community 
having finished breakfast, one of the Sisters noticed 
Sister M. Angela sway sidewise and inquired, “What is 
the matter, Sister?” The only reply was, “My head,” 
and Sister gently sank to the floor of the community 
room, where about forty minutes later, after receiving 
Extreme Unction, her beautiful soul went forth to 
meet the Bridegroom to whom she had ever been faith- 
ful. Her last act was one of charity toward a senior 
Sister whose breakfast dishes she carried from the re- 
fectory. 

The forceful Pastor of Immaculate Conception par- 
ish, Rev. Thomas J. Donlon, who for several years had 
been assistant to the energetic Father Early, and suc- 
ceeded him in the pastorate, continues to show the Sis- 
ters that fatherly kindness demonstrated by his vener- 
able predecessor, and with ever-increasing solicitude 
for his school, provides all requisite equipments, which 
are essential to the well-being of all concerned. He is 
well pleased with the work accomplished by the Sisters 
for the pupils who number several hundred, including 
a large class in music. 

—Our Lady of Loretto, Cold Spring. It is said that 
Washington on his way to New York stopped by the 
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wayside to quench his thirst, and remarked that he had 
found a cold spring. Hence the name Cold Spring. 
However, this may be but a fanciful idea, and we are 
not obliged to accept it as true. 

In this, one of the oldest parishes along the stately 
Hudson, the Rev. P. Drain erected a one-story brick 
building to accommodate the children whom he desired 
to have attend his parochial school. 

Having applied to Mount Saint Francis for Sisters, 
Rev. Mother M. Joseph appointed Sister M. Callista, 
Power, to take charge of the work of Catholic educa- 
tion. The Sisters occupied a quaint little convent on 
Fair Street, and soon the people realized the benefit 
accruing to their children from contact with religious 
teachers who found a fertile field open to their labors. 

The Rev. Joseph B. Bergen enlarged the building, 
and so enabled the Sisters to advance a grade each suc- 
ceeding year. Similar in character to other schools 
herein described, the training in fundamental knowledge 
is unsurpassed, the pupils’ progress being plainly per- 
ceptible. A large class in music, taught by Sister M. 
Adele, Timoney, for several years teacher of English 
at Ladycliff, and later Principal of Saint Joseph’s 
School, Peekskill, evinces an ardor on the part of the 
pupils to excel in this particular branch of education. 
When Loretto Rest was placed in charge of the Sisters, 
those teaching in the school transferred their residence 
there. 

—Loretto Rest. Not least among the varied activi- 
ties conducted by the Franciscan Sisters is the con- 
valescent home, “Loretto Rest,’ under the auspices of 
the Catholic Charities of New York, and to which in 
1921 Sister M. Veronica was appointed. Here con- 
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valescent women, in age ranging from sixteen years up- 
ward, find salubrious mountain air, invigorating and 
beneficial to their delicate state of health. 

All are entitled to fourteen days complete cessation 
from wordly cares, but some special cases remain in- 
definitely, when they profit also spiritually, being given 
an opportunity to visit the chapel to hear Mass, and to 
receive the sacraments. 

Many too, estranged from God or careless about their 
religion again gladly embrace the practices of faith 
and love of their childhood, while yet others request to 
be instructed in our holy religion. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Saint Rita’s School, Philadelphia——Holy Rosary School, 
Germantown, Pa.—Our Lady of Dolors’ School, 
Frankford, Pa.—Saint Nicholas’ School and Day 
Home, Philadelphia. 


ROM far and near, in thousands come clients of 

Saint Rita to the imposing shrine erected by the 
Augustinian Fathers at South Broad Street, Philadel- 
phia. Hundreds of votive lamps throughout the church 
attest the faith and confidence placed in this dear 
servant of God who is looked upon as the Saint of the 
almost impossible. 

Adjacent to this wonderful shrine, the Reverend 
Fathers have provided a commodious convent for the 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters who teach in their paro- 
chial school. 

The Rev. F. J. McGowan while visiting several 
schools under the direction of the Sisters became favor- 
ably impressed by their methods, and applied to Rev. 
Mother M. Elizabeth, who in September, 1910, ap- 
pointed Sister M. Irene and three companions to in- 
augurate class work in the building he had purchased 
adjoining the Rectory. 

Here classes were held, the Sisters walking back and 
forth daily to South Tenth Street until September 1912, 
when they came to reside at their present abode, 1154 
South Broad Street. 

177 
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Yearly the school increased under Father Mc- 
Gowan’s hearty cooperation, and later under the Rev. 
C. Driscoll who succeeded him in 1918. The present 
esteemed pastor, Rev. M. J. Corcoran has now over 
eight hundred children in the parochial school, and 
more than one thousand in Sunday School. Sixteen 
Sisters are employed teaching the several grades, and 
are pleased to find many of those having completed the 
eighth grade continue their studies at High School, 
where they prove to have been well instructed in both 
religious and secular subjects. 

Several times a week adults are instructed by the 
Sisters who are rewarded by seeing many return to 
the Church and sacraments. 

—Holy Rosary School, Germantown, Pa. In Septem- 
ber, 1914, Sister M. Clare, Mulavel, was deputed by 
Rev. Mother M. Elizabeth to open a school at German- 
town. The fine stone structure that serves as a dwelling 
for the Sisters, and as a school, might have been in 
existence when Washington with his army marched 
through the ancient lanes. 

The Sisters found no luxury, nor comforts, but they 
persevered under all difficulties, the Reverend Vin- 
centian Fathers of Saint Vincent’s Seminary rendering 
them cooperation and encouragement. 

A school building presently erected, proved too 
small, and an addition became necessary to accom- 
modate the hundreds of children in regular attendance. 
Remarkable the success and marvelous the good ac- 
complished in this poor mission. In 1919 a public 
chapel arranged in the convent was solemnly dedicated; 
the procession, chanting of the Miserere and all the 
ceremonies being carried out minutely. Solemn Mass 
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was sung by the Very Rev. Vincentian Fathers and a 
sermon preached, expounding the gifts of God among 
His poor. 

Immediately after Mass the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment was exposed until 4 p.m. when solemn Benedic- 
tion was followed by a grand discourse on the Stations 
of the Cross, which were then blessed and erected. 
Present at these ceremonies were five priests, three 
seminarians, and four students; making a lasting mem- 
ory of a delightful day. Permission to have Exposi- 
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday 
of each month from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. is greatly appre- 


ciated by the Sisters, and also by the children who each 


day spend fifteen minutes in adoration. 

To wondrously generous benefactors much is to be 
attributed; the altar and furnishings having been 
kindly donated. The noble work advances, the school 
progressing to the glory of Jesus, King of Nations, 
through Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. 

—Mater Dolorosa School. This school, located at 
4330 Paul Street, Frankford, Pa., is an ideal three-story 
edifice of gray stone, containing eight fully equipped 
classrooms, located on the first and second floors, and 
apartments for the Sisters on the floor above. 

Seldom is found a school and convent so perfectly 
furnished with every requisite, as that put in order 
by the Rev. C. Bruni, Pastor of Mater Dolorosa parish. 


Each well-lighted, splendidly ventilated classroom is 


fitted with fine new desks, plenty of blackboard space 
and separate wardrobes. 

An automatic drinking fountain situated in each cor- 
ridor supplies cool wholesome draughts to the thirsty, 
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while interior fire escapes provide safe exits from all 
floors. 

The Sisters’ apartments contain a very lovely chapel, 
having a beautiful altar and devotional stations of the 
cross. A large community room having nine windows; 
a refectory, kitchen, and sleeping rooms of goodly di- 
mensions; in fact nothing has been omitted that could 
add to the comfort of either Sisters or children. 

School opened on September 7, 1926 with an en- 
rollment of ninety-seven pupils; Sister Marie Joseph, 
Murphy, in charge. A few weeks later the registration 
reached one hundred ninety and is ever increasing. 
Four Sisters and two lay teachers attend to the needs 
of all, and find full scope for active service. On 
October 1'7, 1926 the school was dedicated with solemn 
ceremonies by His Eminence, Cardinal Dougherty, in 
presence of a large congregation of grateful parishioners. 

No doubt time will reveal beneficent results from this 
auspicious beginning. 

—Saint Nicholas School and Day Home. In the 
same year Saint Nicholas’ School in South Ninth Street, 
Philadelphia opened its commodious classrooms to a 
joyfully expectant number of earnest little pupils, whose 
pastor is zealously striving to benefit them by a thor- 
ough Catholic training. 

Sister Maria Anna with a corps of assistants attend 
the school, and also conducts a Day Home for children 
whose mothers are employed during the day. This most 
charitable service is of great assistance to poor deserv- 
ing mothers. 


ee 


CHAPTER XIV. 


All Saints Parish House. 
—Hallowmas Business School. 
_ —Saint Margaret's Kindergarten and Guest House. 


HEN the Rt. Rev. Msgr. James W. Power, pastor 

of All Saints, one of the most important par- 
ishes of New York City, erected his commodious school 
on Madison Avenue and One Hundred Thirtieth Street, 
he applied to Mount Saint Francis for Sisters to teach 
therein. Reverend Mother M. Elizabeth had a fixed 
principle of not engaging lay teachers for her schools, 
and as at that period the number of Sisters available 
proved inadequate, she was regretfully compelled to 
refuse the request of her valued friend. 

In 1911 another problem conceived in the fertile 
mind of the untiring pastor came into action, when the 
house at 52 East 128th Street, which had been used 
as a boys’ club-house was transformed into a regular 
Parish House. His never failing esteem for the Fran- 
ciscans again prompted Father Power to apply, and 
Reverend Mother M. Elizabeth commissioned two Sis- 
ters to call upon him in regard to the matter. 

In Father’s usual decisive manner, he immediately 
planned to open a Commercial Class for girls of the 
parish; a Kindergarten and Day Home for children of 
mothers obliged to work for their maintenance, and 


sewing classes for girls of school age. 
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Mother M. Elizabeth agreed to the arrangements, 
and the Sister appointed to take charge of the estab- 
lishment resided with a companion at 12 West 120th 
Street, while under their direction some alterations were 
made to comply with requirements. 

On October 2, 1911, a third Sister arrived and all three 
took up their residence at the “Mater Dei,” where two 
days later on the Feast of their holy founder, Saint 
Francis, they received two really poor little children. 

Here may be related an amusing incident, said to 
have occurred in All Saints’ parish, whose pastor was 
generosity personified, and where everything was in 
abundance. Through a similar situation to that of the 
loss of the Divine Child of Jerusalem, when each parent 
thought He was in company of the other, the Sisters 
were sent without one penny to begin their “new mis- 
sion.” Sister Superior delights to relate how she bor- 
rowed five dollars for carfare and to purchase some 
necessary articles, and how she sent her two companions 
for dinner to the Sisters at 129th Street, who provided 
hers which she ate off a dilapidated backless chair, 
while the two children slept on an old carpet given by 
a lady of the parish. 

Sister has said never did she feel more like a true 
follower of “La Poverello” and never was she happier 
than on that Feast of Saint Francis, “when possessing 
naught she required nothing.” As has been stated the 
occurrence was merely accidental, but it serves to prove 
how truly God rewards those who place implicit trust in 
His sweet Providence. 

An excerpt from one of the local newspapers and an 
annual report will convey an idea of the activities en- 
tered into: “A scantily dressed woman with only a 
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threadbare coat, and a shawl on her head to protect her 
from the bitter cold, carrying a child in her arms, 
stopped at the door of All Saints Day Nursery, 52 East 
128th Street, one bleak morning last week and timidly 
rang the bell. 

“A member of the Franciscan Sisters attired in gray 
smiled kindly at the visitor. ‘Please, Sister, said the 
woman, ‘I have just found a job downtown and am on 
my way there. But | don’t know where to leave my 
little one so I came here. They told me you looked 
after the children of women who have to work in the 
day time, and | want to know if you will please take 
care of mine until I come back tonight. I hope it will 
not be too much trouble.’ ‘It is no trouble at all,’ re- 
plied the Sister, extending her arms towards the child. 
‘This is just what we are doing here, and we will be 
glad to look after the baby until you come back from 
work. Come, dear.’ The Sister gently relieved the 
mother of her burden, and both walked into a large, 
warm cheerful room, where the address of the sup- 
plicant was taken and other necessary details at- 
tended to. 

“Scenes similar to the one just described are very fre- 
quent, for the Sisters have become well known through- 
out the neighborhood for their noble work. Almost 
every day sees a new arrival, and the little tots are so 
well taken care of that many of them are loath to leave 
at nightfall. 

“Since October 2, 1911, when the ‘Mater Dei’ Kinder- 
garten opened with two children, several hundreds have 
been admitted, and it is absolutely non-sectarian. 
Everything possible has been done to make it a real 
home for the children. The three-story frame house 
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has been fitted up with all conveniences for kindergarten 
work that would have done credit to Froebel himself. 
The large, cheerful room on the first floor is the as- 
sembly hall of the institution. When a Home News 
representative visited there one day last week, the room 
was flooded with light and warmth of the afternoon sun, 
and it appeared doubly comfortable and inviting. In 
the rear are tables with toys of all sorts for the tiny 
tots, and games for the amusement of the older chil- 
dren. 

“The nursery is open every day, except Sundays and 
Legal Holidays from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

“During this time the Sisters are in constant attend- 
ance on the children, never allowing a single moment to 
dim their joy. At 11:30 in the morning the children have 
dinner served on small tables. The younger ones have 
a ‘nap’ at 1 p.m. for about one hour, after which they 
enjoy free play. Luncheon is served at 3:30. 

“One would naturally imagine that a household of 
fifty healthy children would be the most noisy place on 
earth, but no. The visitor was astonished to find the 
boys and girls so orderly. “You wonder why they be- 
have so well? Others have wondered, too,’ said the 
Sister. ‘I think it is the kindliness and the solicitude 
shown them that makes them mild as lambs.’ 

“The Sister in charge, who had been conducting the 
visitor explaining the various activities of the nursery, 
had said nothing about herself and she was asked to 
give her name. “The name does not matter,’ she re- 
plied with the same kindly smile. ‘It is the work that 
counts. You may say that the Franciscan Sisters are — 
in charge and that is sufficient. Of course, Father 
Power is at the head of the institution. Our work here 
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is entirely for the poor, and those who are provided with 
more of the blessings of life should assist those who 
lack them. Let them remember that: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, 
ye have done it unto Me.’ 

“Christmas Day is the greatest event of the year. An 
immense tree laden with beautiful gifts being the most 
interesting thing in the large room, and not one child 
is forgotten. Clothing, fruit, candy and toys are dis- 
tributed, these having been donated by friends. The 
daily average attendance is sixty, each receiving two 
meals a day. The eighty-six children attending sewing 
class on Saturday morning are permitted to retain for 
their own use garments made while in class. 

“Articles of clothing distributed during the year, 
many of which were made by ladies of the auxiliary, 
amounted to four thousand seventy-six; number of 
families visited, three hundred forty; Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion outfits, forty-three; Christmas 
Baskets distributed, seventy-five; Day’s work obtained, 
five hundred fifty; Situations obtained, twenty; num- 
ber of children sent to summer vacation, twenty-four. 

“On Wednesday evenings is held a class known as the 
Hallowmas Literary Circle, whose members combine 
with their reading the making of garments for the 
poor, and who have been honored by being allowed 
the privilege of preparing linens for the use of the altar. 

“In the front room of the second floor of the house, 
the Home News man was surprised to see a fine private 
chapel with altar beautifully artistic, and candelabra 
that shone as burnished gold. A small reed organ in 
one corner, and several rows of chairs completed the 
equipment. “This is where we hold our daily devo- 
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tions,’ the Sister explained. ‘It is the best place in the 
whole building, for here we receive the inspiration 
that enables us to perform our duties. The chapel is 
for our use, and I am sure we all appreciate it more than 
can be told.’”’ 

It is gratifying to know that the efforts set forth in 
these undertakings are appreciated, as has been testi- 
fied by the Rt. Rev. Pastor who in his magnanimous 
spirit of kindness has repeatedly told his congregation, 
that God’s best blessings have come to the parish with 
the Day Nursery. In a remarkably short time All 
Saints’ became the model Nursery of New York City, 
and its kindergarten work received unstinted praise. 

For many years the Sisters at 12 West 129th Street 
had presided at the Saturday meetings of the Tabernacle 
Society and assisted at the decoration of the altar. On 
coming to the Parish House, those residing there were 
requested to take entire charge of the altar and sacristy. 
They introduced the votive lights which are the means 
of attracting so many worshippers to the altar rail. 
One of the Sisters designed a unique lamp holder in the 
form of a monogram of “All Saints” surmounted by an 
angel holding a scroll on which are inscribed the words 
of Our Lord: “Could’st thou not watch one hour with 
Mer” Two of these, each holding forty-eight lights, 
soon became inadequate to comply with the demands 
for space, and as a tribute to the Rt. Rev. Pastor whose 
love for Ireland was proverbial, the Sister planned two 
more receptacles in the form of a Celtic cross which are 
very ornamental, and similar to the monogram, the 
only ones of their kind. 

A leaflet arranged to explain the purpose of the lights 
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and containing the following lines, were placed at the 
disposal of the congregation. 


Jesus—Waiting here, and ofttimes lonely 
In my Sacramental Home. 
For though angel choirs surround Me 
I would fain have thee too come. 
Thee for whom My Heart is yearning, 
Though thou thinkest not of Me. 
Can it be thy God thus pleading? 
Yes! I’m waiting here for thee. 

The Soul—Dearest Lord! I’ve heard Thy pleading 
And in haste my footsteps turn 
To Thy shrine, before whose portal 
Bright the glittering tapers burn. 
Friends there may be kind and loving; 
Pleasures may be found with some, 
But my soul needs one e’er faithful, 
So, Dear Lord! to Thee I come. 


Permission to copy the leaflets was requested by a large 
firm of candle manufacturers who distributed them by 
the tens of thousands throughout the country. 
During the first year of its existence, the ‘““Hallowmas 
Business School,’ so named by Monsignor Power, and 
originally intended for parishioners only, had but one 
pupil. This did not discourage the Sisters, who in the 
following year noted a perceptible increase, proving that 
no mistake had been made in the venture; while at the 
fourth year’s close over thirty competent, well-equipped 
stenographers demonstrated in a practical manner, the 
sound business training received at the school, which 
by this time had acquired a name that opened for its 
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graduates an entrance into positions of trust through- 
out New York City. 

Not only All Saints’ people and many others, but the 
Franciscan Sisters especially, sustained a severe loss in 
the death of Rt. Rev. Monsignor Power, when after a 
tedious illness God summoned him to his eternal re- 
ward on February 21, 1926. His beautiful charitable 
life was an inspiration to all who knew him, and his 
death meant to the poor of All Saints the departure 
of their greatest benefactor. His successor, Rev. 
Cornelius Cronin, shows signs of following in the foot- 
steps of his distinguished predecessor, in affairs both 
educational and benevolent. 

—Saint Margaret’s Kindergarten and Guest House. 
This establishment situated at 213 Alexander Avenue, 
New York City, under the auspices of New York 
Catholic Charities, is conducted by the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters in favor of little children whose 
mothers are obliged to support themselves and family. 

A Kindergarten teacher from Public School No. 9 
attends to the work and play of about fifty interested 
happy children, whose physical condition receives the 
attention of an attending physician and trained nurse 
twice a month. 

Three meals daily supply sufficient nourishment; and 
plenty of outdoor exercise with games, swings, etc., 
afford opportunity to develop muscular action. 

Dental care is provided if necessary, and even divers 
operations are performed gratis, if the parents are 
unable to incur the expense. Occasional parties, and 
at Christmas a tree laden with toys, goodies and cloth- 
ing for the needy make glad the lives of God’s little 
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ones. A nominal fee is paid by those whose means 
permit. 

The house has accommodations for sixteen self-sup- 
porting young women who find here a home in full sense 
of the meaning, with facilities for self-improvement and 
amusements under supervision of the Sisters. 


CHAPTER XV. 


Assistum Institute 
and 


—Assisium—Casa Maria. 


SSISIUM INSTITUTE, established with the ap- 

proval and under the esteemed patronage of His 
Eminence, Patrick Cardinal Hayes, supplies a need 
which all good mothers are willing to admit. It has the 
distinction of being the first school in New York City, 
entirely devoted to training young girls for a com- 
mercial or secretarial career, under the guidance and 
personal instruction of religious teachers. The story 
of its inception as given by the Sister in charge at the 
time, reads much like a description of favors bestowed 
by our Blessed Lady. 

When in September of 1917 it was determined, with 
the sanction of ecclesiastical superiors, to utilize for 
commercial classes a portion of the buildings situated at 
15-17 West 128th Street, previously used as a guest 
house for girls whose circumstances prevented them en- 
joying a permanent home with relatives, the Sisters con- 
sulted their valued friend, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Power, 
Pastor of All Saints Parish, who not only agreed to. 
the proposed enterprise, but while bestowing his bless- 
ing remarked that, ere long it would be the largest 
school of its kind in New York City, a prophecy he saw 


fulfilled. The zealous priest pledged the assistance of 
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his prayers, and directly preparations were made to 
transform the erstwhile parlor into a classroom for 
secretarial studies. 

Desiring to place the school under the immediate pro- 
tection of Mary Immaculate, a tour through the rooms 
resulted in the discovery of an engraving of the Im- 
maculate Conception, which was sought to occupy a 
place of honor and to indicate who would rule the realm 
of youth’s endeavor. While placing the picture in posi- 
tion a prayer was offered that if the undertaking were 
to be pleasing to our Blessed Lady, that dear Mother 
would signify her approval by “sending some pupils 
soon.’ Scarcely had the petition been uttered when a 
lady brought her daughter, whose name was Mary, and 
who registered as the first pupil. This little incident 
encouraged the two religious engaged in formulating 
that which in a short time surpassed their broadest 
anticipations, and who accepted it as the sign requested. 

Results proved there had been no misplaced con- 
fidence, for within two years the students of Assisium 
Institute were in such demand that although seventy- 
seven diplomas were issued at the termination of the 
second year, some difficulty prevailed in order to com- 
ply with requests forthcoming for graduates to fill posi- 
tions of trust in many representative firms throughout 
the City. A statement ran current that: “Assisium 
spells efficiency,” and soon it became evident that fur- 
ther space would be required to accommodate all who 
wished to register. 

After several unavailing pleadings with Reverend 
Mother Provincial, who at first would not at all con- 
sider the proposition, and later said: “Where shall we 
find the money to build?’ Mother at length decided 
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to request permission from His Eminence, then Arch- 
bishop Hayes, who readily granted the petition and sub- 
sequently made an appointment for an interview on 
December 8th, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
1920. Meantime plans had been prepared, which when 
presented to His Grace were approved as he expressed 
it “Absolutely.” Thus another proof of our Lady’s 
interest manifested itself. 

Immediately negotiations were introduced, and on 
February 2nd, Feast of the Purification; with the earth 
enshrouded in a silvery mantle of snow, and rays of the 
morning sun spreading over the crystal-coated house- 
tops, a group of happy, expectant students and Sisters 
assembled in the vacant lot adjacent to the original 
building, and in joyous tones sang out the Salve Regina 
while Rt. Rev. Monsignor Power, in presence of Rev. 
Mother M. Joseph, Provincial Superior and others, 
dug up the first spadeful of clay and blessed the ground 
on which was to be erected the new school. 

When an opening had been made in the frozen 
ground, and Sister Superior reverently stepped forward 
to place therein a medal of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Monsignor said: “What is the use of putting that 
there? It will be carted away when they dig the founda- 
tion.” But Sister responded: “It is going in anyhow,” 
and the good, kind pastor patted it down with his spade. 
The incident claimed no further attention until weeks 
afterward when carters were removing superfluous ma- 
terial. Then a little child came to one of the Sisters, 
and holding in his stubby fingers the tiny gold-plated 
medal lisped forth: “Lady, I found this on the side- 
walk.” 

Surely our Blessed Lady desired to remain; and so 
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did she, for Sister placed the medal in an envelope 
with a note written to her Heavenly Queen, brought it 
to the mason who had already advanced his work on the 
opposite side, and bade him insert it in the spot at 
which he was engaged. There it remains built into 
the wall of the chapel that subsequently was dedicated 
to the honor of our beloved Mother, whose all but visi- 
ble protection proved the source of constant happiness 
amid the many vicissitudes attending the erection of 
that which at first purposed to be only an extension, 
but according to building regulations developed into 
practically a new edifice. 

Frequent delays occurred, necessitating much pa- 
tience and endurance on the part of the Sisters, who 
after a time treated as a joke the promise that “‘to- 
morrow would see a beginning. When at last a load 
of brick arrived during the absence of the Superior, one 
of the Sisters wrote to Reverend Mother: “Please tell 
Sister that tomorrow came today.” 

Midway in the month of our Lady the cornerstone 
was laid by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Power, assisted by Rev. 
William J. B. Daly, Rev. Eugene McDonald and Rev. 
Thomas F. X. Walsh, surrounded by a vast concourse 
of friends. Addresses were made by the Hon. John J. 
Lyons, Secretary of New York State, Rev. William 
J. B. Daly, Mr. William J. Boylan, District Super- 
intendent of Public Schools, and Mr. Wilton Lackaye, 
member of the Catholic Actors’ Guild. Saint Joseph’s 
Band from Peekskill rendered some very fine music to 
the astonishment of those present, who marvelled at the 
talent displayed by such youthful musicians. 

Following is a copy of data which, with current 
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literature, coins, medals, etc., the architect placed in 
the cornerstone: 

“This cornerstone of the Assisium Institute, prop- 
erty of the Missionary Sisters of Saint Francis was laid 
by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. James W. Power, Rector of All 
Saints Church, 129th Street, New York City, on the 
15th day of May 1021. 

“Under the reign of Pope Benedict XV, Most Rev. 
Patrick J. Hayes being Archbishop of the Diocese of 
New York, Rev. Mother M. Joseph, Provincial of the 
Missionary Sisters, Mother in charge, Sister Mary 
Cherubim; Warren Harding being President of the 
United States; Nathan Miller Governor of New 
York; John F. Hylan, Mayor of New York City. The 
Architect in charge, Louis H. Giele, General Con- 
tractor, Frank Crahay, Carpenter Contractor, John J. 
McCoy, Heating Contractor, William McKiever, 
Plumbing Contractor, Joseph Fenninger, Electrical 
Contractors, Duffy & Doherty. 

“The original Institute consisted of two three-story, 
frame and brick basement houses, combined into one 
building and used for a period of years as a school, and 
residence for young girls who held business positions. 

“This new building is being erected to increase the 
much needed capacity for the excellent work being 
carried on by the Sisters. The School teaches Stenog- 
raphy, Typewriting, Languages, Bookkeeping, Music. 

“Assisium Business School opened on September 2, 
1917, with nine Day and five Evening Pupils; at pres- 
ent there are one hundred and three Day, and forty-nine 
Evening Pupils. 

“Signed: Sister Mary Cherubim, Supr. 
Sister Mary James, Sec.” 
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At length the revised plans were approved by the 
Building Department on September 8, 1921, Birthday 
of our Blessed Lady, and dating from thence but few 
delays occurred until the symbol of our holy faith was 
placed upon the pinnacle of the structure on the fol- 
lowing May 24th, Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians. 

The interior work progressed slowly but surely, for 
in the floor of every room a medal of the Immaculate 
Conception or dear Saint Joseph found a resting place 
beneath the upper covering. Classes continued to be 
held during the entire proceedings without the slightest 
hindrance, and frequently do the students who attended 
school while surrounded by brick and iron, refer to the 
happiness they enjoyed while tip-toeing across beams 
and girders. Some who read these lines may smile at 
recollection of the order: “Come, take your chairs and 
follow me.” When forthwith each would pick up a 
chair, and in less than two minutes find herself in an- 
other room pursuing the uninterrupted business of the 
moment. 

The earnestly longed-for day being near at hand, 
negotiations were instituted in the course of which a 
letter arrived from Rt. Rev. Bishop Dunn stating: 
“It will be indeed a very great pleasure for me to go 
to the convent on December 8th and say Mass at 
9 oclock as you suggest. As I mentioned on the phone 
I shall also bless the new building and dedicate the 
Chapel to Our dear Lady of Lourdes. It will all be a 
very great happiness for me, and I crave a memento in 
your prayers.” 

This so joyous news afforded much happiness to the 
Sisters and pupils, who were to have their hearts’ desire 
fulfilled on the delightful Feast of their Immaculate 
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Mother, who had already displayed such tender, loving 
solicitude in their behalf. 

Although far from being completed, renewed energy 
succeeded in having the Chapel prepared for the won- 
derful event, and on Thursday, December 8, 1921, the 
first Mass was celebrated by the beloved Bishop who 
blessed the building, and in an address which he de- 
livered after the ceremony, paid a glowing tribute to the 
Franciscan Sisters who, he said, were held in high 
esteem and had accomplished most effective work in the 
Archdiocese. The beautiful Christ-like kindness dis- 
played by Bishop Dunn on this and other occasions, 
elicits the undying gratitude and unceasing prayers of 
the Missionary Sisters, whose cares have been lightened 
by encouraging words not infrequently spoken by this 
noble prelate. 

In the interim, dating from September 12th, regular 
classes were held in the commodious up-to-date 
equipped, well-lighted and amply ventilated rooms; 
thus securing to the earnest students additional facilities © 
for ever increasing efficiency. 

Encouragement withheld in the beginning, when little 
or none was forthcoming from any source, found vent 
during the Bazaar held in the auditorium. A goodly 
sum realized here, in connection with twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars which the Sisters’ unfailing friend, Arch- 
bishop Hayes, graciously donated from the general 
funds of Catholic Charities, materially aided in meeting 
the vast expenses incurred. 

The first individual donation received was presented 
by the Rev. William J. Mealia, an assistant priest at the 
church of Saint Cecilia, New York City, and a former 
pupil of the Franciscan Sisters at Saint Teresa’s School 
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in Tarrytown. This fervent young priest had ever been 
truly devoted to his erstwhile teachers, and from the 
time of his leaving for college; during seminary life 
and through his priestly career, the first visit after that 
to his dear parents and relatives at home was to the 
Sisters; and it is noteworthy that the very last call he 
made was to his old friend and teacher, merely three 
days prior to the call of his Master who bade him come 
to receive the reward of his labors. 

For several months the stately form and comely 
countenance of this dear young priest betokened signs 
of failing energy, yet an indomitable will impelled a 
continuance of action. On Sunday, May 8, 1922, as 
usual he celebrated two Masses, but at the termination 
of the second it became necessary to assist him in dis- 
robing; a few hours later he entered into a coma and 
on the following day, he hearkened to the beautiful 
words: “Well done thou good and faithful servant, 
come, possess the kingdom prepared for you.””’ No more 
beautiful tribute could be paid to any mortal than that 
spoken by one of Father Mealia’s associates who said: 
“Saint Cecilia’s may have had a more eloquent priest, 
a more popular priest, but never a more priestly priest.” 

Other personal friends of the Sisters donated every- 
thing required to make the chapel a veritable gem of 
art, and some of the former pupils contributed gener- 
ously to the cause. The names of these donors are 
preserved under the altar with the following petition: 
“My dear Jesus, to Thee be all honor and glory. May 
it please Thy Divine Majesty to bless and protect all 
those whose names are written herein; our benefactors 
and all who shall be kind to us, as well all those who 
may be unkind. 
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“Bless with a special blessing all who inhabit this 
dwelling and all who come here for instruction. En- 
lighten and bless the Sisters, that their efforts may be 
crowned with success for Thy honor and glory. Bless 
the parents and relatives of the Sisters and grant eternal 
rest to the faithful departed. Make me a true religious, 
dear Lord, and increase my love for Thee. Your un- 
worthy but devoted child.” 

In looking over some papers it was noted that pur- 
chase money for the altar had been received on Febru- 
ary 11th, Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, some months 
previous to the date on which Rt. Rev. Bishop Dunn 
had made choice of that title for the chapel, and the 
last violation—of which there had been a goodly num- 
ber—was signed as removed on December 8, 1923. 
This card was placed between two pieces of celluloid 
and preserved as a token of gratitude toward our 
Blessed Mother for her undiminished love and watch- 
fulness, as may be perceived by the many events re- 
lated herein as having occurred on her Feast days; some 
prearranged it is true, but several, as those last men- 
tioned without any forethought of the Sisters. 

Previous to 1923 the community at 12 West 120th 
Street included the Sisters engaged at the Assisium. 
In September of said year both houses became distinct 
establishments each under the direction of a separate 
superior. 

Assisium School motto Faith, Efficiency, Loyalty, 
leads each student to understand that human efforts 
must be aided by Divine power in order to acquire the 
thorough, efficient, practical knowledge, and courage, 
which enable her to be loyal to Catholic principles. 
Occasionally the pupils are privileged to attend lectures 
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by distinguished personages such as the eloquent orator 
and celebrated historian, Rev. Thomas J. Campbell, 
S.J., who honored the Sisters by permitting them to 
type his manuscripts, and who, as “a tribute to the Sis- 
ters, translated from the Roman Breviary several beau- 
tiful hymns in honor of the Seraph of Assisi, and Saints 
of the Franciscan Orders. 

Many were the benefits derived by teachers and 
pupils, from words of wisdom uttered by the renowned 
Jesuit during his informal visits, and when at gradua- 
tion exercises he vied with Rt. Rev. Msgr. Power in 
extolling the Sisters’ labors, and in eulogizing the ad- 
vantages derived from a thorough Catholic education. 
The profound simplicity with which so learned a priest 
would submit his writings to be commented upon by 
those who realized their inability to cope with such a 
mind, could not fail to produce a desire for the sub- 
lime virtue of humility, nor stimulate to greater effort. 

The thorough mode of teaching adopted by the Sis- 
ters afford their pupils more than a superficial knowl- 
edge of the subjects taught. Aware of the conviction 
that, however excellent may be the training given, the 
school must present to those interested a sufficient 
evidence of its work, Parents’ Day has become an es- 
tablished feature, and many fathers and mothers avail 
themselves of the opportunity afforded to see their 
daughters in actual practice. Occasional tests and an- 
nual contests encourage the pupils to sustain the favor- 
able recognition of merit; each year is marked by ad- 
ditional progress and the reputation of Assisium has 
become widely-spread. Upon their first participation in 
the annual shorthand contests, the pupils were presented 
with the Isaac Pitman silver trophy for having at- 
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tained first place over all commercial schools, public 
and private, in the five Boroughs of New York City 
and the City of Newark, N. J. 

Two students tied for first place. These turned in 
perfect papers and obtained a rating of 100 per cent. 
Another qualified with a rating of ninety-nine and one- 
half. Each succeeding year it has been noted that 
Assisium pupils attain the highest points, and of the 
large number to take Regents Examinations at more 
than one of the recent entries, there has not been a 
single failure. The school is especially commended for 
work of its students in shorthand. 

To know is important; but to act in accordance with 
what we know is more important. Hence the success, 
the only real success that comes from volitional power. 
What is needed is strength of will to do what one knows 
should be done. “Do what you know to be right and 
God will bless you,” said a dear old father to his youth- 
ful daughter when leaving home to enter upon a new 
life; and all through her eventful career, that salutary 
advice never failed to assist over the rough places along 
life’s journey, and in practice to have her agree with 
Cardinal Newman that “Ten thousand difficulties do 
not make one doubt.” 

The purpose of Assisium Institute being to afford 
young girls an opportunity of acquiring thorough train- 
ing in all commercial subjects, thus enabling them to 
occupy positions of trust, and to demonstrate by their 
efficiency and correct deportment, the advantages de- 
rived from an education acquired under the auspices 
of a religious environment, painstaking methods are 
enlisted to secure the very best efforts of the pupils. 
Socrates tells us that “In every enterprise the begin- 
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ning is the main thing, especially in dealing with a 
young tender nature. For at that time it is more 
plastic, and into it the stamp which it is desired to im- 
press sinks deepest.’ Hence the unceasing supervision 
exercised; the frequent admonitions, the unlimited facil- 
ities, and the neatly arranged classrooms that be- 
speak naught but order and refinement. 

Here from its pedestal, placed with loving hands in 
its honored alcove, the statue of Our Lady bends over 
the youthful maidens, who find in that Mater Ad- 
mirabilis, inspiration and aid in all their difficulties. 

Some one has said: “What a dreadful cheat is edu- 
cation without God.” Especially might this be ap- 
plied to that particular phase of education which aims 
to prepare a young girl to enter upon a career of use- 
fulness, in a sphere of brilliant opportunities no doubt, 
but still fraught with divers occasions, that test the 
stability of character necessary to withstand unwhole- 
some allurements. 

An outstanding feature that has found favor with 
many is the Assisium Alumnae Association, which en- 
deavors to retain the interest of members who pledge 
themselves to offer Holy Communion on the Feast of 
Corpus Christi, and of the Immaculate Conception; 
sharing with each other their prayers, and reciprocally 
advancing to more desirable positions when opportuni- 
ties arrive. 

A beautiful and most gratifying spectacle is witnessed 
on the annual Communion Day, when members assem- 
ble to celebrate their special Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, and not only the handsomely decorated 
chapel, but also the parlors and corridors are filled to 
extreme capacity, with devout young ladies who brave 
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the inclemency of a winter morn, to honor their cher- 
ished Mother by receiving Holy Communion; after 
which they breakfast in the auditorium, renew old 
acquaintances and enjoy the social treat provided for 
the occasion. 

From time to time the Sisters enjoy the happiness of 
seeing their graduates enter Mount Saint Francis or 
other communities, to spend their remaining days as 
religious in God’s service. 

In 1923, at the earnest entreaty of several former stu- 
dents, a High School Department was opened to afford 
an opportunity for a continuance of classical studies in 
the evening. 

Out of town students, or those whose circumstances 
necessitate absence from paternal influence find all home 
comforts while pursuing their studies, and young 
women engaged in professional or commercial avoca- 
tions enjoy the advantages of a well-ordered residence, 
supplied with all facilities for self-improvement and 
recreation. 

In passing through the spacious rooms and corridors 
one is impressed by observing several pianos, set at 
convenient places for the use of those residing at the 
Institute, while following the several courses taught by 
the Sisters; or who find there a permanent home while 
active in their daily occupation. 

That section assigned to boarders is termed Assisium 
—Casa Maria, and similar to the school, is under the 
benign protection of Mary Immaculate. Every private 
and semi-private room, in close proximity to baths, 
toilets and showers, is supplied with hot and cold water, 
a dresser and a wardrobe having ample space for all 
wearing apparel. 
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The record of 1926 shows an attendance at the As- 
sislum of ninety-three students in the secretarial de- 
partment; seventy-eight in the commercial; eighty in 
evening classes; twenty-six in High School; thirty-three 
music pupils, twenty-nine boarders other than students; 
a total of three hundred thirty-nine. 

Whatever success may attend Assisium Institute it is 
lovingly and absolutely attributed to the Virgin Mother 
of God, whose tender solicitude has been apparent on 
all occasions, as signified in the lines subjoined: 


Ave Maria. 


“Our tainted nature’s solitary boast”— 

The Queen whose sceptre rules the realms of bliss; 
Of every home the tender, faithful friend; 

The peerless guide and Mother loved of this. 


CHAPTER XVI. 
Rev. Mother M. Elicabeth——Her Death. 


HEN it pleases God to assign a special work to 
V\ any individual, neither seas nor oceans have 
power to thwart the designs of His ruling providence 
in regard to the fulfillment of His holy Will. 

Circumstances may appear to check or obstruct the 
plans laid by human minds, when all the while un- 
looked-for occasions arise to lead unerringly along the 
path marked out by the all-seeing eye of Him who 
governs the destinies of nations as well as individuals. 

Numerous persons nurtured by the sweet-scented at- 
mosphere of beautiful Erin, have found beyond the 
ocean sufficient reason to thank God for having been 
chosen to carry His love into the hearts of countless 
creatures, who otherwise might remain in the darkness 
of error. 

Mother M. Elizabeth, Foley, had the happiness of 
being born in the “Island of Saints,” but at an early 
age she came to New York, there to begin a career of 
usefulness that ended only with her death. 

Before entering upon their religious life, Miss 
Margaret Foley and Miss Kate Kavanagh, subsequently 
Rev. Mother M. Bonaventure of the Sisters of Mercy, 
New York City, might be seen together carrying provi- 
sions (no special delivery in those days) to some poor ~ 
family. 3 
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These two kindred souls had already heard the in- 
vitation: “Go you also into My vineyard,” and lov- 
ingly did they accept the invitation although assigned 
to different sections. Mother M. Elizabeth was one of 
the first to enter the humble convent in 31st Street. 
There she learned the sweet lessons taught by the ex- 
ample of religious who aimed at the imitation of Saint 
Francis seraphic, and there she imbibed that spirit of 
prayer which remained with her unto the end. 

A detailed commentary of the stupendous educational 
and benevolent projects set in motion, and carried to 
completion by the untiring efforts of Mother M. Eliza- 
beth and the willing cooperation of her beloved Sis- 
ters, would require a more exhaustive account than is 
here intended. 

For thirty-two years as Mother Provincial, this un- 
tiring missionary employed all her versatile endeavors 
in promoting the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls. In fact her entire period of forty-seven years as 
a religious, displayed a most edifying spirit of self- 
sacrifice and generosity. Her favorite pleasure was 
fostering vocations to the holy priesthood, many young 
aspirants having received from her aid and encourage- 
ment during the trying years of their college and semi- 
nary career. Nor was the unfortunate traveller neg- 
lected. A long line of weary, uncared-for “poor men’ 
was a usual sight every forenoon at the convent door. 
One, a regular customer, would whisper to the Sister 
serving: “Sister, could I have a soft boiled egg?” Of 
course his request was favored. Several needy mothers 
had their basket of provisions sent to them frequently, 
and the Sister porteress never appealed in vain for the 
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overtaken who wanted “just enough to pay his fare,” — 
across the river perhaps. 

Always pious and exact in the observance of the rule, 
Mother M. Elizabeth led all others in regular observ- 
ance. She enjoyed a joke, and the Sisters’ recreation 
was never so pleasant as when her cheery voice was 
heard reciting some pleasing anecdote. 

During her administration she clothed with the holy 
habit and presided at the profession of over three hun- 
dred Sisters. She opened twenty-two missions, an ac- 
count of which has been given in the order of their 
foundation. But who will tell the amount of good ac- 
complished by a personality so noble as to elicit the 
esteem and admiration of all with whom she came in 
contact? A certain prominent priest of Brooklyn, New 
York, when directing a prospective candidate to Mount 
Saint Francis, paid this remarkable tribute: “It is a 
community in a hundred, with a superior who is one in 
a thousand.” 

Yet God, in His inscrutable designs saw fit to remove 
this treasure from earth. In His merciful goodness He 
wished to reward a long life well spent in His service. 

Mother M. Elizabeth had been ailing for some time, 
but no one surmised that the angel of death was so 
close to her. On three previous occasions when the end 
appeared more imminent, the prayers of Sisters and 
children prevailed with God to spare their cherished 
Mother. On October 6, 1914, she left Mount Saint 
Francis to spend a few days at “the Villa.” When go- 
ing down the steps waving to the Sisters she play- 
fully said: “I am going on my vacation.” That same 
evening Mother joined the community at prayers and 
recreation. During the night one of the Sisters heard 
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her call and hastened to find her suffering from a heart 
- attack to which she was subject. A priest was sum- 
moned who administered the last sacraments, and 
within two hours the beloved Mother Superior had 
breathed her last in the early morning of October 7, 
IQI4. 

It is impossible to convey any idea of the grief ex- 
perienced at the sad news of her death. The whole com- 
munity was plunged in sorrow, and the children wept 
that they could no more see amongst them their ‘dear 
Mother ’Lizabet.”’ 

Her obsequies were held on Saturday, October roth 
when a Solemn Mass of Requiem was offered for the 
repose of her soul by the Rt. Rev. Bishop-elect Hayes, 
assisted by the Rev. Remigius Lafort, D.D., Chaplain 
of Mount Saint Francis; the Rev. D. J. Morley, and 
the Rev. T. J. Kellett. Among the Reverend clergy 
present were the Rt. Rev. John Edwards, V.G.; the 
Rt. Rev. Albert Lings, Dean of Westchester; the Very 
Rev. James N. Connelly, Chaplain of the United States 
Army; the Very Rev. Anselmn Kennedy, O.F.M., Pro- 
vincial of the Holy Name Province; the Very Rev. 
Dean O'Neill, of Elizabeth, N. J.; the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
James W. Power, Pastor of All Saints’; the Rev. 
Thomas P. Myhan, Pastor of Saint Ann’s; the Rev. 
Francis J. Sullivan, pastor of Saint Aloysius’ of New 
York City; the Rev. Francis Koch, O.F.M., New 
Jersey, and the Rev. Richard H. Tobin, Peekskill. 

After the Mass a most impressive cortége accom- 
panied the precious remains to the vault. About three 
hundred Sisters, each bearing a lighted candle, preceded 
the casket which was borne by eight well-known lay- 
men, former pupils of Mother M. Elizabeth. Sisters 
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who had been her first companions and assistants dur- 
ing her religious life attended as honorary pall-bearers. 
These were followed by the Rt. Rev. Bishop-elect, the 
Monsignori and clergy. A vast number of weeping 
men and women came after, while grouped on either side 
of the pathway were the twelve hundred children of 
Saint Joseph’s Home. 

The psalm “Miserere”’ was chanted all the way to 
the vault, where the final benediction was imparted by 
the best and most cherished friend Mother M. Eliza- 
beth had upon earth, His Lordship, Bishop-elect Hayes. 

The casket containing the mortal remains found a 
resting place in a compartment directly under the high 
altar, there to await the summons of the great arch- 
angel, when her soul and body will again be united to 
share eternal bliss. 

One of the Sisters has portrayed the last moments, 
and a few of the characteristics in the life of Rev. 
Mother M. Elizabeth, in the lines here subjoined: 


“Pray! pray!” the last faint words she uttered, 
“Pray!” the pleading, the final words she said. 
Then yielded up her brave, her noble spirit; 
Our Mother loved was numbered with the dead. 


Painless and brief, no lengthened sigh or token, 
But death’s majestic calm is on her brow. 

What fruitful words those lips full oft hath spoken 
Whose smile is sealed in peace forever now. 


She loved the beauty of God’s house and Altar, 

And prayed that zealous priests might sing His praise; 
To lead on chosen souls, did never falter, 

Would train the young in wisdom’s pleasant ways. 
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Her works live on to fructify in season, 

While maidens trained beneath her daughter’s sway, 
With cultivated intellect and reason 

And virtue’s beauty grace thro’ life their way. 


A mother to the orphan and the lowly! 

In thousand humble homes is loved and known. 
The tears of children frail, and not theirs only, 
Embalm her memory in their hearts and home. 


And those who loved for long, long years their Mother, 
Though seasons change and spring will bloom once more 
Will love her still, though loyal to another, 
And love her more when days of exile’s o’er. 


Her works sustained, they bore with her the burden, 
Have sown the seed that golden harvests bring; 

A wealth of fruit and flowers to deck that garden, 
The garden of the great immortal King. 


Oh! may she rest in peace mid joys celestial, 
Behold those many mansions and rejoice; 
And may the God of endless glory grant her 
A glittering crown in His sweet Paradise. 


For the same occasion another Sister relieved her 
desire to eulogize her beloved Mother thus: 


Death of Rev. Mother M. Elizabeth. 


Night, sorrow-burdened, brought the mystic hour, 
When God so oft has shown His loving pow’r; 
Beneath a star-gemmed veil of azure deep, 

The pulseless world lay hushed in silent sleep; 
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The moon, that pale, cold beauty of the night, 

In silv’ry vigil made the darkness light. 

The Bridegroom’s voice again came soft and clear, 
Tenderly whisp’ring to her spirit’s ear, 

“Arise beloved, O come with Me away, 

Make haste and come, lest they again should pray 
And keep thee longer lingering on the earth, 
Away from all the joys of Heaven’s mirth. 

Oft when I fain would take thee in, My love, 

To dwell with Me in angel-land above, 

The prayers of children, by their angels borne, 
Ascended to My Throne, and I was shorn 

Of might, and gently forced by promise giv’n, 
To yield to prayers of earth, instead of Heav’n. 
Oft do thy children in high heaven pray! 

‘Sweet Master, call our Mother home to-day’. 
Shall I not yield to souls who loved Me well, 
And in My Father’s House with Me now dwell? 
Thrice have I yielded to earth’s prayers so frail, 
Shall not the prayers of heaven, today prevail? 
The angels sing their greeting hymn for thee; 
Hearest not thou the mystic melody? 

‘Veni, Sponsa Christi, accipe coronam, 

Quam tibi Dominus praeparavit in aeternum!’ ” 
So wooing were the accents of His voice, 

They made her soul with rapture sweet rejoice, 
As ever on His Word had she relied, 

She leaned upon His Sacred Heart—and died. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


After Fifty Years. 
—A Cycle of Memories. 


T the death of Rev. Mother M. Elizabeth, Sister 

M. Francis, who occupied the office of Vicaress, 

became head of the Community and until the end of 

the following year, wisely and efficiently administered 
the affairs of the province. 

During this period an event is recorded as memo- 
rable in the annals of the Franciscan Missionary Sis- 
ters. On December 8, 1915 with all due religious 
solemnity the Sisters celebrated the anniversary of the 
foundation of the community in the United States. 
This occasion, at which representative ecclesiastics and 
other personages were participants, was honored by the 
receipt of a letter from His Eminence, John M. Cardi- 
nal Farley, who in glowing terms commended the labors 
of the Sisters as being most useful and successful in 
the Archdiocese. In recognition of this he imparted the 
Apostolic blessing. 

An echo of this celebration resounded through Mount 
Saint Francis on December 22nd, when on the occasion 
of her Golden Jubilee, the children of Saint Joseph’s 
Home tendered to Sister M. Francis an appropriate 
testimony of their esteem and affection. Present at the 
celebration were the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hayes, friends 


and relatives of the jubilarian. 
2II 
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The program rendered, a very creditable one, was 
terminated by an address of His Lordship, Bishop 
Hayes, Ecclesiastical Superior of the community. In 
his inimitable style the great Bishop expressed the sen- 
timents of his beautiful soul as follows: 

“Reverend Fathers and dear Sisters: I think the 
proper person to speak this evening is neither Dr. La- 
fort nor myself, but Sister Francis. I am certain that, 
instead of having me as spokesman, were she to stand 
before you to say one word, the fountains of her soul 
must be so filled with gratitude to God and man that 
this one word would be of much more worth and more 
effective than anything I might say. And the eve- 
ning itself, after this magnificent performance of the 
children, is so redolent with the fragrance of prayer 
and heavenly language and with the benediction of the 
little children on Sister Francis, that I am afraid | 
might be imprudent to try to add to what has been 
said and done. 

“I have been very much touched; everything was so 
beautiful. It makes one fully realize and feel how God 
is praised in His little children. When they bring a 
message from Him to us they seem for the time being 
divested of their mortal flesh; and tonight these chil- 
dren are to me as angels. 

“Fifty years ago a Little Child led you from your 
father’s house to the convent—that Child of whom the 
Prophet Isaias says, ‘A little Child shall lead them.’ 
It is that Little Child Who is speaking to you tonight 
through these children, my dear Sister Francis. Let 
me congratulate you with all my heart. You are a 
humble Sister, a true daughter of Saint Francis, and I 
know how distasteful this display is to you. But great 
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must be the event when I| am sent by a Prince of the 
Church, His Eminence the Cardinal to convey to you 
his blessing and good wishes; when I come in my own 
name as a Bishop of the Church to participate in these 
rejoicings; when you see here tonight so many of the 
clergy who are but a small number of those who would 
wish to be present. 

“Dear Sister, you began your life of labor and self- 
sacrifice in your young days, then you sang your 
‘Benedictus,’ and so your vocation came in the morning 
of life and you have praised God many times since. 
After fifty years, tonight you sing your ‘Magnificat.’ 
This privilege is not granted to many, and some day, 
not for many years yet we pray, may you say your 
‘Nunc Dimittis,’ ‘Now dismiss your servant in peace. 
O Lord, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have 
seen Thy salvation.’ ” 

Here the Right Reverend Bishop imparted to the 
jubilarian the blessing of His Eminence. 

Among the clergy honoring the event were: The 
Rey. R. Lafort, D.D. Chaplain of Mount Saint Fran- 
cis; the Rev. J. T. Curran, D.D., pastor of the Church 
of the Assumption, Peekskill; Rev. J. Flannelly, pastor 
of Holy Cross Church, West Forty-second Street, New 
York City; the Rev. Matthew Fox, O.F.M., represent- 
ing the Provincial of the Franciscan Fathers; the 
Rey. D. J. Morley, pastor of Hyde Park; the Rev. R. 
Tobin, subsequently pastor of the Church of the As- 
sumption; the Rev. W. F. Condon, C.S.C., the Rev. 
T. J. Kellett, C.S.C., the Rev. J. F. Cavanagh, the 
Rev. F. M. McBride, C.S.C., the Rev. D. Coda, the 
Rey. J. P. Dineen, secretary to the Rt. Rev. Bishop, and 
the Rev. W. J. Mealia. 
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The following morning at 9:30, Solemn Pontifical 
Mass was sung by the Rt. Rev. Bishop, with the Rev. 
Dr. Lafort, assistant priest; the Rev. T. J. Kellett, 
deacon; the Rev. P. M. McBride, subdeacon; the Rev. 
J. P. Dineen and the Rev. J. F. Cavanagh, masters of 
ceremonies. A special musical program replete with 
religious fervor was rendered by the Sisters. After a 
day of general rejoicing, the memorable event was 
brought to a happy close by Solemn Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 


A Cycle of Memories. 


In taking a retrospective glance at the vanished years, 
visions of persons, places and events present themselves 
to the mind; enlivening the memory with sweetest 
thoughts of patient, self-sacrificing and heroic souls, 
some now in possession of their eternal reward; others 
toiling onward to the goal. 

Here may be noted an example of sacrifice exacted 
from generous loving souls. At the close of retreat in 
1874 all the Sisters were assembled to hear an im- 
portant announcement. Mother Gertrude said: ‘Two 
Sisters have been summoned to the Mother House.” 
A pause, a deep breath, and all in anxiety waited to 
hear the names; Reverend Mother fixed her large 
motherly eyes on two of those present and said: “They 
are standing together.” Instantly their arms were en- 
twined, and their heads bowed in holy obedience. 
“Yes,” continued Rev. Mother; “Sister M. Gabriel and 
Sister M. Cecilia are the chosen ones.” And although 
sorrow at the thought of parting filled the hearts of all, 
the two were looked upon as heroines because of their 
cheerful submission to the Will of God. 
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Within a few weeks they sailed for their new home, 
encountering a severe and stormy voyage during which 
even the sailors were about to lose hope of saving the 
vessel. Trusting in the power of prayer the two de- 
vout religious in clear confiding voices sang to Mary 
Star of the Sea, and casting a miraculous medal into 
the ocean, prayed that God might still the waters as He 
did on the lake of Tiberias. Immediately a calm 
ensued and fervent prayers of gratitude ascended to the 
All-powerful God. 

The Sisters soon arrived at their destination, but 
Sister M. Cecilia’s delicate nature did not long survive 
the change of climate. A penitent of the Rt. Rev. 
Diomede Falconio, and possessed of considerable wealth 
in the world, she sacrificed much to become a daughter 
of the humble Saint Francis. An accomplished musi- 
cian and a skillful teacher, her career betokened a life 
of usefulness in the community, while her rare virtues 
and lovable nature found response in the hearts of her 
European Sisters who grieved to see her beautiful life 
so rapidly ebb to its close on August 2, 1876. 

Sister M. Gabriel Grant, of a more robust constitu- 
tion, also possessed a sunny, sweet disposition that ere 
long endeared her to all her associates. Having mas- 
tered the Italian and French languages, she occupied 
positions of distinction in Gemona and at Constanti- 
nople. In 1876 she accompanied, in the capacity of 
Secretary, Rev. Mother General on her canonical visita- 
tion of the American Province, returning to the Mother 
House where she remained for a few years, until she 
again came to America and successfully taught in sev- 
eral schools. In 1923 Sister M. Gabriel was chosen to 
accompany Rev. Mother M. Joseph to a special chapter 
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convoked for the election of a new Mother General; she 
was elected one of the counsellors, to remain at the 
Mother House, where she today represents the Amer- 
ican Province. 

The brave departed have left an indelible impress 
that serves as an impetus to persevere on the road to 
perfection. Those who attended Our Lady of Angels’ 
Academy at Peekskill in the early seventies, could 
verify the statement that the humble Sister Mary Ann 
had all the qualities of a Saint. Of a staunch God- 
fearing family, her gentle and refined manner impressed 
all who came in contact with her daily life, as one living 
for God alone in the kind services she rendered to others. 
This sweet flower of charity and humility had but a 
brief career. Her death occurred in 1874, at almost the 
day and hour it is said she had predicted. Her demise 
was followed a short while later by that of a postulant, 
as she had also foretold. 

Among the other favored members of the institute 
who have been summoned to their eternal reward are 
two who claim a special remembrance. 

Mother M. Gertrude, whose name is perpetuated as 
Foundress of the Apostolic Missions of our Institute 
in the United States of America, is indeed worthy of 
the devotedness and esteem of the community and of all 
who partook of her services. 

She formed and fashioned according to the principles 
and customs of the Mother House; her persevering zeal 
and untiring efforts amid the many reverses and diffi- 
culties she encountered were marvelous; her great mind 
and noble character impelled her on with gigantic speed, 
while her simple child-like confidence pierced the clouds. 

Hers was a soul of prayer, a deep-set mystic soul; 
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withal a zealous worker in God’s vineyard. Her writ- 
ings too, in various languages, were productive of much 
fruit. Her close union with God made her a discerner 
of spirits, while her Christ-like bearing entitled her to 
the sweet name of Mother. 

For thirteen years Mother M. Gertrude labored in 
the United States, when she was called to the General- 
ate, where she did much for the welfare of the com- 
munity. Notice of her death has been given in a former 
chapter. 

Mother M. Bonaventure, a most exemplary religious 
received the holy habit of penance on January 14, 1861 
and made her profession of vows on April 1, 1862. 
Endowed with a clear and superior intellect, she was 
an excellent teacher, and as such was successfully em- 
ployed in the public schools, and at the Academy in 
Gemona, until 1876 when she was appointed first Pro- 
vincial of the American Province. 

Mention has been made of the area of 
Mother M. Bonaventure, and of her exact observance 
during her sojourn in the United States, where she 
labored until 1893 when she returned to Gemona, for 
one year. Thence her mission led her to the Island of 
Rhodes to preside over a devoted community for three 
years, until obedience directed her to Constantinople 
which proved her last earthly mission. 

According to a letter received from one of the Sis- 
ters, at the beginning of the “World War’ Mother M. 
Bonaventure and her Sisters were ruthlessly driven from 
their convent by the Turks, who did not permit them 
sufficient time to take even the necessaries of life. The 
shock and fright received by the venerable woman 
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completely overwhelmed her loving nature, and shat- 
tered her health so that she was unable to walk. 

After four years of intense suffering during which 
she frequently repeated her favorite ejaculation—‘“God 


and I!” she died at the convent of Saint Elizabeth at — 


Constantinople, to which she had been taken at the 
time of expulsion from her own loved retreat. The priest 
who administered the last Sacraments, and who was 
present at the death of Mother M. Bonaventure said: 
“Instead of the De Profundis we shall recite the Mag- 
nificat, she was a favored soul.” 

The death-roll of 1870-1926 contains the names of 
numerous devoted, self-sacrificing religious, all imbued 
with the spirit of their Seraphic Father, all in love 
with his cherished institute, which it is believed has been 
nurtured by the hand of God. Many of the Sisters 
whose deaths have been most holy and edifying have 
borne testimony to this belief. 

Youthful religious called in the first fervor of their 
consecrated lives; mature women summoned in the 
moment of abundantly fruitful enterprises; venerable 
Sisters sanctified by long dedication to God and hu- 
manity’s progress; all repose in tranquillity at rest 
from earthly toils and sorrows. 

Volumes might be written concerning those ardent 
souls, who being careful to neglect not the spiritual 
building of their own perfection, have entered into the 
joy of their inheritance. 

One more instance of loving trust may be here re- 
lated. Rev. Mother M. Joseph, who was obliged to leave 
home on business for a while, said to dear Sister M. 
Adelaide who was very ill: ‘No one has given you 
permission to die while I am away.” “No,” said Sister, 
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“but yesterday I thought surely I was dying.” “And 
suppose you did, was not our Blessed Mother there to 
receive your” “I know that and | am resigned.” 

What beautiful confidence! Whence its source! Some 
time after the return of Mother, Sister said: ‘Mother, 
please may I| die today? I want to go to Our Lord.” 
Mother replied, “Why, yes, Sister, if it be God’s Will,” 
and it did please God to summon within a few hours, 
the happy religious whose devotion to our Blessed 
Lady revealed itself throughout her more than fifty 
years as a religious. 

When in 1914 it pleased God to summon Rev. Mother 
M. Elizabeth to her eternal reward, Rev. Mother M. 
Joseph, Mealy, was elected to succeed her. This un- 
assuming religious, for a long period of years Provincial 
Secretary, and who knew by name every child in Saint 
Joseph’s Home, has taken as model her remarkable 
predecessor whose wondrous methods she- proposes to 
emulate. 

During her administration eleven missions have been 
established, including Assisium Institute in New York 
City, which Rev. Mother Joseph had erected at a cost 
of over one hundred fifty thousand dollars: and sev- 
eral necessary improvements achieved at Mount Saint 
Francis. 

A goodly number of candidates have been received 
to augment the army of reapers in the field of educa- 
tion and benevolence, while the spirit of progress in 
educational activities, long fostered in: the institute, 
is continued in an eminent degree. Forecasting their 
immense value to every school, daily classes are con- 
ducted for the young candidates to prepare them for 
their future labors in teaching. Regular courses in 
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pedagogics, lectures and laboratory practice, combine 
to establish a well-grounded Super-structure, to be ad- 
vanced by extension work on non-school days. 

Attendance at Washington and Fordham Universities 
afford the Sisters opportunity to acquire under the best 
of masters, that higher education so greatly in demand. 
Not a few have accepted the opportunity to qualify 
for College Degrees at both these famous seats of 
learning. 

Particular stress is placed on the Sisters’ teaching in 
Sunday Schools. Scarcely is to be found a mission that 
does not send out bands of Sisters to instruct in par- 
ishes having no parochial school ; thus fulfilling their 
special office of missionaries. 

Recently Rev. Mother M. Joseph has purchased 
Property in Yonkers, New York, where a convent school 
is to be erected in the near future. 

Of the 2,313,783 pupils attending Catholic schools in 
the United States 14,890 are under the direction of the 
Gray Nuns, Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart. | 

From the annals of “The Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith by Rt. Rev. Bishop J. J. Dunn, Diocesan 
Director,” the following is culled: 

“How we do go Visiting about, learning all we can 
of the foreign people, among which brave priests and 
Sisters are spending their days. They are teaching 
them the same holy truths that you readers of the Com- 
panion are all learning in Catholic day schools and 
Sunday schools. 

“This week we are in a new part of the world—we are 
in Constantinople, Turkey; and what Sisters do we 
find teaching there? None others than the Missionary 
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Sisters of Saint Francis. They belong to the very same 
branch of the Franciscan Order that is in charge of 
the great Home for dependent children in Peekskill, 
New York, and who are teaching in the parochial school 
near the Church of Saint Francis of Assisi in New York 
City, and in several other places in the United States. 


“These Sisters had come to help the Franciscan Fath- 
ers who had a parish in the Oriental City. Their first 
pupils were the very poor children, but when they 
found that the well-to-do children were just as poor in 
their knowledge of God and religion, they opened a 
boarding school. The fees received from the boarders 
aid in tending to the poorer children. 


“These Sisters are sowing seeds, weeding the soil, 
training the young vines; others who come after them 
will see the beautiful blossoms of faith and virtue that 
will by and by come forth. But it is only God in 
heaven who shall ever know the full harvest of precious 
fruit that will be harvested from this sowing.” 


It was in this convent of Saint Elizabeth, Drogmant, 
Rue Para, Constantinople, that the saintly Mother M. 
Bonaventure breathed forth her precious soul, after 
having endured a martyrdom at the hands of the Turks. 
Although the Sisters of the American Province are not 
called upon to leave the United States, except in par- 
ticular cases, it is interesting to know that the Fran- 
ciscan Missionaries are active in God’s vineyard 
throughout the world. 


In the foregoing pages no attempt has been made to 
render this history complete. It would be impossible 
to do justice, or to mention all who have so nobly 
toiled for the honor of God and their neighbor’s wel- 
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fare. A more detailed account is outside our present 
purpose. 

Two years subsequent to the arrival of the Francis- 
can Missionary Sisters in America a child was born in 
the lower East Side of New York, whose career has 
been most intimately followed throughout the inter- 
vening space. Perhaps it was his immense love of the 
poor of Christ, for which he has been distinguished all 
along his eventful life, that prompted this heavenly- 
favored one to evince a special interest for the children 
of “La Poverello.”’ 

During an extended period, long ere he became Arch- 
bishop or Bishop, Rev. Father Hayes evidenced a whole- 
some concern for the welfare of the Gray Nuns, and 
to the present day that devotedness has not abated. 

This gentle but intrepid Shepherd-Prince of the 
Church has honored the community by a friendship 
which on many occasions has been the source of en- 
couragement and a stimulus to more earnest endeavor. 
The name of His Eminence, Patrick Joseph, Cardinal 
Hayes, is revered by every member of the community, 
but especially by the poor invalid Sisters for whom he 
has exhibited a constant solicitude. One in particular, 
for sixteen years a patient sufferer, through the pro- 
found charity of His Eminence, enjoys the unique priv- 
ilege of having Mass celebrated in her room on Christ- 
mas Day. The prayers of these saintly religious are 
daily pleading for blessings on their devoted spiritual 
Father. 

A more imposing array, or a more entrancing scene, 
could scarcely be excelled than that presented on the 
triangular lawn facing the convent at Mount Saint 
Francis, on occasion of the first visit of His Eminence 
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subsequent to his return from Rome as Prince of the 
Church. 

All the Sisters, professed and novices, assembled on 
the large balconies to greet their esteemed Father. The 
children of Saint Joseph’s Home arranged in groups ac- 
cording to their respective classes, at the sound of a 
_ portable organ placed under a magnificent shade tree, 
burst forth into a song of greeting, the words and tones 
of which were not only melodious, but soul-stirring. 

In the front rows, directly at the feet of His Em- 
inence stood a band of white robed little girls who re- 
sembled tiny statues while gazing up into the inspired 
countenance, and hearkening to the silvery notes flow- 
ing from the lips of their beloved Shepherd, as he told 
of his affection for them, and imparted to them the 
blessing of His Holiness which he had brought with him 
from the Eternal City. 

On other occasions when His Eminence honors the 
Sisters by his presence at Mount Saint Francis, it is as 
the home-coming of a revered Father. There is no 
special display, but every heart thrills with pleasure, 
at the thought of being under the special guidance of 
so eminent and loving a protector. 

As President of the Board of Trustees, His Eminence 
reveals a truly interested concern in all pertaining to 
the community. To his wise guidance in no small de- 
gree is due the success of the Institute. 

If the spirit of the Franciscan Missionaries is one of 
simplicity and love for our Lord, this spirit of affec- 
tionate fidelity must shine forth in works of charity, 
by serving God in serving others. Hence alms are 
largely distributed to the poor, and many pupils are 
educated gratuitously. Numberless persons are bene- 
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fited by religious impressions received in the schools, 
the thoroughness and efficiency of which have repeat- 
edly attracted commendable recognition. 

Michael Angelo has said: “It is the trifles that make 
perfection, but perfection is no trifle.’ Adherence to 
this principle it is, that brings success to the faithful 
religious who by observance of rules and regulations, 
achieve facility in works that otherwise would be diffi- 
cult and burdensome. 

From the time of her attendance as a pupil at Our 
Lady of Angels’ Academy, the revered Local Superior- 
ess of Mount Saint Francis, Mother M. Augustin, 
Clancy, has witnessed many changes, some of which 
transpired during the intervening years, while she was 
effectively engaged in the work of several of the mis- 
sions, either as superioress or subject, and no one knows 
better than she the hardships endured in the initial 
years. 

Having commenced under difficulties due to racial 
prejudice, or some imaginary cause, the Sisters did not 
have the support of the clergy who labored under er- 
roneous impressions. However, by unflagging energy 
and humble efforts, aided by the blessing of God and 
His Immaculate Mother to whom they ever had recourse 
in all difficulties, they succeeded in removing the mis- 
understanding which no longer exists. 

After more than sixty years of strenuous labor, the 
small beginning has developed into a large and vig- 
orous concern, that conducts its many and various edu- 
cational and beneficent activities in a most remarkably 
high degree. 

To succeed the noble souls in whom Christ’s love 
was greater than any human ties, and who have gone 
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to their reward, new laborers must be sought for the 
vineyard; other noble souls must be found to sacrifice 
their ambitions, by dedicating their talents, even life 
itself to that most glorious of causes—the training of 
youth. 

Consideration of belonging to the great Franciscan 
family, with its vast galaxy of canonized, blessed, and 
uncanonized saints; with its many wonderful privileges 
and its untold resources, encourages the toiler to ad- 
vance more securely on the road of perseverance lead- 
ing to the coveted goal. 

An excerpt relating to Saint Francis will denote some 
of the wonderful favors bestowed upon the seraphic 
Order: 


Saint Francis Receiving the Stigmata. 


“In this seraphical apparition, Christ, who appeared 
to Saint Francis spoke to him certain high and secret 
things, which in his lifetime he would never reveal to 
any person, but after his death he made them known 
to one of the brethren, and the words were these: 
‘Knowest thou,’ said Christ, ‘what I have done to thee? 
I have given thee the stigmata which are the ensigns of 
My passion, that thou mayest be My standard-bearer; 
and as on the day of My death I descended into Limbo, 
and by virtue of My stigmata delivered thence all the 
souls whom I found there, so do | grant to thee that 
yearly on the anniversary of thy death thou mayst go 
to Purgatory, and take with thee to the glory of Para- 
dise all the souls of thy three Orders, the Friars Minor, 
the Sisters, and the Penitents, and likewise all others 
whom thou shalt find there, who have been especially 
devout to thee; that so thou mayst be conformed to 
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Me in death, as thou hast been like to Me in life’— 
from the “Little Flowers of Saint Francis.” 

In this simple narrative of the Franciscan Mission- 
ary Sisters in the United States, the writer’s interest 
centers in relating unadorned facts relative to the im- 
mediate activities of this humble community, the sole 
motive of whose members is the greater glory of God, 
their own sanctification, and that of their neighbor. 
Facts related in a rather prosaic style, have been noted 
in a manner to convey but vaguely, some of the varied 
activities practiced under the benign influence of Mary 
Immaculate, whose tender sustaining aid has brought 
to a happy issue the splendid achievements accom- 
plished. 

Knowledge of these events has been acquired from 
the annals of the community; from personal observa- 
tion; but chiefly from traditions of persons directly con- 
nected with these incidents. 

If by the perusal of these pages there be even one 
who heeds the invitation: “Go you also into My vine- 
yard,’ there will have been accomplished one of the 
outstanding motives for which they have been written. 

Therefore, in conclusion I can only say in the words 
of the great French Philosopher: “I have gathered me 
a posey of other men’s flowers and only the thread 
which binds them is my own.” 


Laus Deo 


FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS 227 


Mount Saint Francis. 


Where the Hudson seems to linger 
As it oceanward doth roam, 
At the Gateway of the Highlands 
Stands our cherished Convent Home. 
Other scenes may be more nurtured— 
Nature’s gifts are lavished here— 
Lovers of its rural beauty 
Watch its charms increase each year. 


May brings forth her vernal treasures, 
Decking tree, and shrub, and lawn; 
Then the birds like choiring angels 
Sing their Matin-hymn at dawn: 
While the fountain’s rippling waters 
Fall in cadence softly sweet, 
Nature’s voices join the chorus, 
Making harmony complete. 


In the summer’s balmy evenings, 
When the flow’rs with odors teem, 
This fair spot of wond’rous splendor, 
Seems like some enchanted dream. 
Passing to and from the chapel, 
On its beauties oft we gaze; 
They recall each thoughtless wand’ring 
And our minds to Heaven raise. 
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Softly shaded are its portals 
By majestic spreading trees, 

Whose broad leaves seem lisping blessings 
As they rustle in the breeze. 

Sturdy oaks and stately elms 
Form a canopy of green, 

Through which streams of silver moonlight 
Fall to beautify the scene. 


To the westward, o’er the river, 
Mountains stand in grand array, 

Where the sun in all his glory 
Sinks to rest at close of day. 

Rapturous those golden sunsets, 
As they lift our souls above 

To our God in glad Te Deums 
For His sixty years of love. 
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